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FOG MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 


Submissions 

All articles, letters-to-the-editor, member announce- 
Ments, classified ads, etc., should be WordStar files, “‘D"” 
mode (except for program listings), with NO PRINT COM- 
MANDS, and Hyphen-Help OFF. The submissions can be 
Sent on diskette by mail (to FOG, P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, 
CA, 94015-0474), copied to a FOG diskette at a First FOG of 
Silicon Valley meeting, delivered (by arrangement) to a FOG 
Officer, or sent by modem to the editor (408-249-5223) or 
the FOG RCP/M at (415) 755-2030. “By Modem” is by far 
the most convenient method. If you don't havea modem, get 
together with a friend who does and send your file. It will be 
a fun experience. If you send your contribution on disc and 
specify the disc you would like, we will overwrite your disc 
with one from the library. 
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Commercial Advertising 
Commercial advertisements must be submitted as cam- 
era ready copy. 
Size limitations for advertising are as follows: 
fall page:7°x9.5° 
all page: 3.5° x 9.5° or 7° x 4.75" 
quarter page: 3.5°X 4.75" 
Rates, effective with the November, 1984 issue are: 
S500/fall page, $275/bsif page, $195/quarter. page 
For advertisers who wish to run ads In three sequential 
issues, a special rate Is available: Three months at the rate 
in effect at the time the order is placed and paid in full 
providing the ads are run in the subsequent three issues, 
The Board of Trustees will be reviewing the rates monthly 
and increasing them as the membership grows, 
eeevesen 


Submission Deadlines 

All material is due two months in advance of the month of 
publication. (October 1st for the December issue). No excep- 
tions can be made. This change is necessary if the FOGHORN 
Is to be mailed before the first of the month. Articles which 
are not month-specific may be submitted at any time, 
Please, avoid the deadline rush; contribute early. 
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Back Issues — Reprints 
Reprints of ALL back issues are available. The current 
Cost of back issues is $1.50 per issue to partlally cover re- 
print and mailing costs. Non U.S. members should Include 
funds for AIRMAIL postage. Donations of additional sums 
will be gratefully accepted. 

Not ail issues are of value to new members, Vol. 1No. 1 
(October, 1981) was primarily a greeting and a plea for help 
in getting this group going. Vol. 2 No. 3 (December, 1982) 
was a 2 page issue with holiday greetings and an adver- 
tisement for SuperGraphics. Mailed with this Issue was a 
copy of the original bylaws which have since been modified 
Several times. 

There were 11 issues in Vol. 1 since we put out a com- 
bined issue for June and July, 1982. For those who are 
attempting to determine which coples from Vol. 1 are of In- 
terest, Vol. 2, No. 2 (November, 1982) has a partial index for 
Vol. 1. November, 1983 (Vol 3, No. 2) has a partial index for 

1.2. 
we your account-membership fumber, Please send 

the order to FOG, P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 94015-0474, 
Orders are shipped once a week. The Index to the previous 
year Is published in the November (#2) Issue, 
eeesooeed 
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Copies of Library Disks 

FOG members may purchase copies of the library disks 
from the FOG office if copies cannot be obtained through 
their local group. individual disks are $5.00 each. Bulk or- 
ders or 10 or more disks earn a discount of $1.00 per disk. 
NO blank disks may be sent into the office to have library 
disks copied onto them, 

Shipping and handling charges are $5.00 per order or ad- 
arass. This $5.00 charge must be included with every order. 
Please be sure to include your account-membership num- 
ber. Orders without this number will be delayed since no 
disk orders will be shipped without this number. 

Fora listing of the programs and files In the library, con- 
Sult the library column in each issue of Vol. 2 (except No. 3 
— December, 1982). The section of the library called - 
FOG/LIB includes both Jim Woolley’s material from the {i- 
brary column and a catalog program which lists the name 
and disk location of each program (but no descriptions). 

In response to the many requests, we have published a 
typeset guide to the library. This has the descriptions of ev- 
ery disk in the library as well as the guidelines for library 
use, It is a loose leaf, binder punched volume. This format 
was selected to facilitate updates, Each copy will be ina 
portfolio. The price is $5.00 which includes shipping by 3rd 
Class (surface mall). Update pages will be offered approxi- 
mately ona quarterly basis. 

Affiliated Members Organizations (AMO) may participate 
In a monthly update service. Only the librarian of an Affili- 
ated Member Organization may make arrangements to 
Participate in this plan. Contact Gale Rhoades c/o FOG, P. 0, 
Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 94015-0474 (phone 415-755- 
4140) for further details. 

New addltions will be sent to Participants in the monthly 
update servica as soon as Copies can be made. 

Seeeene 


Rebates to Affiliated Member Organizations 
Rebates of 25% of the Membership rate ($24.00) will be 
Made to Affiliated Member Organization (AMO) on behalf of 
eligible members. To be eligible for the rebate, the name of 
the group MUST be on the membership form (or check) 
when the yearly dues (new or renewal) are pald. 

No rebates will be made vntil the Allillated Member Organiza- 
Won Is formally approved by the Board of Trustees. 

Application for Affiliated Member Organization status 
must be made In writing and must be accompanied by a list 
of the officers — names and FOG membership number — 
anda signed copy of the group bylaws. For further detalls, 
fequest an AMO information packet. 

It Is not necessary that a Group be affillated when the 
member pays the yearly dues and specifies affiliation for 
that member to be eligible for the rebate, 

Rebates will be paid within two weeks of the Board meet- 
ing at which the group receives its charter, Subsequent pay- 
ments will be made on a quarterly basis, Refer all questions 
about rebates to FOG, P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 94015, 

The Board of Trustees has approved a minor change in 
the rebate policy for groups who are Affiliate Member Orga- 
nizatlons, if the AMO has a checking account, the treasurer 
May collect membership dues for renewing or new members 
and forward only $18.00 (plus appropriate postal sur- 
charges) to FOG. This allows the group to have immediate 
se HY ele funds. Please note that the two raquire- 
ments for this change will be stri 
checks will be pois He) Se Ante 
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Change of Addross 

To request a change of address, send the label from are- 
cent FOGHORN together with the new address either in an en- 
velope marked “CHANGE OF ADDRESS” or on a Postal 
Change of Address Card to FOG, P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, 
CA, 94015-0474. Please allow at least 30 days for a change 
of address to be effective. 

You should also request that the post office forward any 
issues that arrive before your address change is posted. You 
must tell the post office that you will pay forwarding 
charges since bulk mail is NOT automatically forwarded. 

FOG cannot bs responsibie tor additional postage charged he- 
cause a mimbar delays sending in a change of address. 

oeenees 


Additional Postage Charges 

Your membership in FOG (824.00) covers delivery by 
Non-profit bulk mail, This rate Is only available to members 
who have bulk mail delivered by the U. S. Postal Service. For 
those who either cannot receive U.S. bulk mail or prefer first 
class delivery, please add the appropriate amount (from the 
chart below) to your payment. 

The following is a list of additional charges which must 
be pela with new or renewal memberships effective 
9/1/83: 


Central & South America, C: 
Class delivery) .........cssso o 
Asia, Africa, & Far East (Airmail First Class)... ADD...$15.00 
Out of North America preferring surface mail — delivery not 
Quaranteed sesso . ADD...$ 6.00 


If you want the new rates to take etfect for your current 
Membership, you may prorate the above charges for the re- 
maining term of your membership. For each month remain- 
Ing, send 1/ 12th of the above rates. 

For those with U.S, addresses who elect to continue 
receiving thelr FOGHORN by Non-profit bulk mail, we have 
Some suggestions for improving delivery. The post office 
guidelines say that bulk mail can only be traced by the 

recipient but that delivery In the San Francisco Bay Area 
should take about seven working days and to the East Coast 
about 15 working days. We are now taking the bulk mall to 
the post office before the first of each month. If you are not 
getting timely delivery of the FOGHORN you should contact 
your local postmaster. If he Is unable to improve the situ 
ation, there is a complaint form at each Post office. We have 
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Time for School already? 


by Frank Morton 

Here it is time to go back to school already; well it is 
September isn’t it? | went back to school many years, possibly 
more than | ever needed to for my own good. There was 8 
years of grade school (do | have to?), followed by 4 years of 
High School (some of those were actually fun, followed by 5 
years of College (they were frantic, but actually very reward- 
ing). 

After a stint in the service | even came out here to put in 
another 5 years of part-time Graduate Education at Leland 
Stanford ur. University. | had the notion that | wanted to be- 
come a professor, because by then | had become so enamored 
of college life that | wanted to do it for the rest of my life. It 
worked out that in technical professions most college profes- 
sors now do research and let their graduate students do much 
of the direct work with the students. That is not what | had in 
mind. | enjoyed the mental exchange with the students that | 
had while | was doing some teaching during my Graduate 
years. 

So, in a way FOG may be considered an indirect result of my 
frustrations at never becoming the College Professor that ! 
had in mind at one time. 1am still involved with an educational 
process of sorts, helping people to learn and improve them- 
selves. As any teacher can tell you, it is a very rewarding (as 
well as a very frustrating) activity. 

Have you ever wondered why in many job interviews they 
are interested to know that you have a College education, 
without really caring much what specific Degree you have 
earned? The reason is that the companies know that in order 
to have survived College, with the semi-personal type of edu- 
cation that occurs there, one has to learn how to educate one- 
self! True, the Professors are there to give advice and point the 
way but the learning is left squarely on your own shoulders. 

| will never forget my surprise when | learned that most col- 
lege teachers just plain do not care if you attend class or not. 
Although some teachers have a grading plan that takes into 
account your attendance plus how much and how good is the 
homework you turn in, in most Cases your success relates to 
how well you are able to pass the exams, most notably the 
dreaded Final Exam! 

| knew an incoming Freshman at the University of Illinois 
who proficienceed three semesters of Mathematics without 
ever taking the courses (and | thought he was a “country 
bumpkin”). He told me “I probably could have passed a fourth 
but | didn’t get any time to study for that course in the time 
before school began.” Also many college courses are such 
that you design your own study program, particularly if the 


topic is in a discipline for which there is no formalized study 
prepared. ; : 

So what is the point of all this rambling discussion? What | 
am leading up tois the fact that, as most educated adults have 
learned, life is a continuous never ending learning process. lf 
you stop to realize it most of us have come to the point where a 
good, deal of the education that we use in our job has been 
learned on the job. 

In spite of all the years | spent going to school, most of what 
| do now has been learned on the job at Lockheed. My gradu- 
ate degrees in Aeronautical Engineering were related to the 
study of Structural Analysis in an area known ‘as 
Viscoelasticity. Do you know | have never done any 
Viscoelasticity work at Lockheed. Instead | have spent over 
half of my 26 years there doing what is know as Finite Element 
Analysis. ~ : 

Finite Element Analysis is the use of mathematical “Tinker 
Toy” like representation of structures on a computer. Even 
when | was doing “post” graduate work for a Ph D at Stanford 
computers were not in use for Engineering applications. We 
still used Slide-Rules (what is that?). My boss now has an old 
slide rule framed and hanging on the wall with the frame bear- 
ing the humorous inscription “In case of Emergency”. 

The use of computers for what is now known as the Aero- 
space sciences is relatively recent. Fortunately Lockheed Mis- 
siles and Space Company was realistic enough to not only 
allow but actually their engineers to do scientific program- 
ming and whatever else was necessary to utilize the computer 
as a new and powerful engineering tool. That is exactly whata 
computer is — a tool. It is only as good as the person who 
uses it, and how he uses it (surely you have heard the expres- 
sion “Garbage In/ Garbage Out’). 

So realizing the the computer was a tool that needed to be 
mastered in order to do my job better, | took company spon- 
sored courses in FORTRAN programming. The Finite Element 
technology blossomed into reality while we were using it on 
the job. | had been creating computer generated movies of 
vibrating structures several years before you saw the twisting 
wire frames used by General Motors in all their television 
commercials. 

It has been interesting and fun as well as aggravating late 
nights studying and wrestling with some very frustrating 
computers (“Why does it do what I tell it to do, instead of what 
| want it to do?”). But the self study paid off. It would have put 
me behind others in my profession if | had not invested the 
time to develop the necessary new skills. 

And so it is with you, whether you like it or not. Computers 
are here to stay. Every forecast | see predicts more and more 
use of computers to do more and more things. But of course 
you know that. | am a bit like the Preacher who pends Easter ; . 
Sunday scolding to those who come to church about those 
who don't. ‘ 

| want to emphasize the importance of the great opportunity 
you all have for self improvement. With the computer you pos- 
sess and some determined effort to utilize it to study and im- 
prove yourself you have a distinct advantage over your fellow 
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Are you on the OCC mailing list? 

Did you receive the recent eight page newsletter which OCC mailed 
in late July? (It is color with a cover saying ‘ Osborne Comes Back to 
the World” and an Executive sitting on a world map.) If not then it is 
unlikely that you are on the mailing list. Arrangements have been 

Made to add any interested owners to the list. : 
Please note that this is only for those owners who did not receive 
this mailing or those who have moved since they got the mailing! If 
there are too many duplications, the project could be abandoned as 

too costly. ; 

To get on the mailing list, fill out this blank and send it to OCC, 
42680 Christy Street, Fremont, CA 94538. Mark the envelope ATTN: 
Mailing list registration. Note that you must include the serial number 
of you Osborne in order to be added to the list. 


Serialnumber: 


Name: 


Address: 


ADVERTISEMENT 
HELP US CELEBRATE!!! 


ADVERTISEMENT 


TO SHOW OUR APPRECIATION OF YOUR SUPPORT, WE ARE PLEASED TO OFFER: 


* Introducing a special offer — the Osborne Executive Limited Edition. If you 
ever thought about purchasing a computer, now is the time to act. From now 
until Sept. 15, 1984, we are offering the Limited Edition, a new, improved 
Osborne Executive, personalized expressly for you. In place of the normal 
Executive nameplate, we will engrave a high-quality silver nameplate with 
your name on it. What's more, we will encode your name into the ROM of 
the system, so that when the Limited Edition is turned on, your name will be 
prominently displayed on the screen. Not many companies would do so 
much to personalize a system, but everybody knows that Osborne has always 
been a one-of-a-kind company. 

The Executive is the perfect tool for the person who needs to type docu- 
“> ments of any sort or to work with numbers on a spreadsheet. It gets the job 

» done, fast and efficiently, for a fantastically low price. 

, ADDED BENEFIT. Because your name is burned into the system ROM, 
your computer is unique, No one can turn your system on without seeing 
4 your name appear on the screen. That includes any would-be computer 
thieves. Operation Identification would be proud. 


SYSTEM SPECIFICATIONS 

The Osborne Executive has a 7-inch amber display with brightness and con- 
trast controls, two disk drives (200K bytes each), a typewriter-style key- 
board with a 12-key numeric keypad, parallel and serial input/output ports 
to hook up any type of printer you want, a sel of documentation that is some 
of the best in the industry, and all the software you need, The software in- 
cludes WordStar® (the top-selling word processing package), SuperCalc® 
(electronic spreadsheet package), CBASIC® and MBASIC® (two popular 
programming languages), and the Personal Pearl® Database system. All this 
for only $1445.00! 


THE NEW, IMPROVED OSBORNE EXECUTIVE 


The personalized, Limited Edition Executive is nice, but 
what's behind the nameplate? The new OCC has made some 
important improvements in the Osborne Executive computer. 
Here are some of the enhancements we've made: 

Enhanced BIOS. The BIOS is the Basic Input/Output System, or the gut 
level of the operating system. We've enhanced it to make it faster and easier 
to operate with nearly every type of printer. Every Limited Edition Execu- 
live comes with the Enhanced BIOS. 


THE OSBORNE EXECUTIVE — LIMITED EDITION 


ROM VERSION 1.21, Every new Executive includes a new version of 
the ROM. (The ROM is the part of the computer that logically connects the 
hardware to the BIOS.) The ROM has been improved to run some of the 
new hot selling high-level programming languages, like the low-priced 
Turbo Pascal from Borland International. 

Quiet Fan. The fan on the new Executive runs smoother and quieter — 
smoother to eliminate interference to the screen, and quieter so that the Ex- 
ecutive is physically less tiring to use. 

Xerox Warranty. Every Executive sold directly to you includes a 90-day 
warranty from Xerox. Should your trusty Ozzie break down, you can take it 
to any of the 91 Xerox repair centers across the country. 

Executive Modem. Remember the Osborne 1© COMM PAC modem 
that fits into the lefthand disk pocket of the computer? We now have one just 
like that for the Executive. It’s called the Executive COMM-PAC and it lets 
you do everything you could do with the Osborne’! version, such as connect 
to the information data bases, services, and bulletin boards across the coun- 
try. The 300-baud modem has auto-dial and auto-answer capabilities. 

The COMM-PAC comes with the latest version of AMCALL® commu- 
nications software (retails for $125 by itself), a special 30-day trial offer 
(with 2 free hours of connect time) from the Dow Jones News/Retrieval 
Service®, and an offer from Western Union to subscribe to Easy Links, 
With Dow Jones you can check all your stock quotes, scan and read the day’s 
breaking events in the Wall Streer Journal (Journal stories go on-line at 
7:00 AM EST each weekday), or find out what happened on the last Wall 
Street Week TV show — complete transcripts are available on Dow Jones, 
With Easylink you can send telexes or mailgrams right from your fingertips, 
Sound good? How about this: if you buy a COMM-PAC with your Execu- 
tive, then the price is a mere $100, $50 off the normal price. 

Trae ya Mera ae to know everything about the Execu- 
Senate sisiyiting fae nes or you. The Executive Technical manual 

J b fe system from the sensuous system schemat ics, 
action packed BIOS listing, the revealing secrets behind the theory of oper- 
fetch ne connectors. It’s over 900 pages and comes in 

. n be yours for $125, 
Executive Universal Terminal E; 


you need lo talk to? The EXETERM, Distributed by JMM Enterprises, lets 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


Help Us Celebrate!!! 


The Osborne Executive “Limited Edition” includes the following: 


e 128K, Z80A microcomputer ® 90-day Xerox Americare Warranty 
© CP/M Plus™, WordStar®, SuperCalc™, e® A smoother, quieter fan 
MBASIC™, CBASIC™, Personal Pearl®, 
UCSD Pascal © The enhanced BIOS 
e 1.21 Version of the ROM 
PLUS: 
e Personalized sign-on message when you e Personalized, silver name plate 


power up the system. 


LIMITED EDITIONS====€G ALL FOR 

your name $1445.00 
Order now! Offer good until Sept. 15, 1984. Subject to availability. 

Qty Total Price 
Osborne Executive “Limited Edition” $1445. ea 
Osborne Executive COMMPAC Modem $100.ea* _-__ 
Osborne Executive Technical Manual $125. ea eee , 
Handling Charge _ 410,00 _ &...= 
California residents add 6.5% sales tax poe SE atk X% 
Total Amount to be sent with order: $ ‘ 


Two to three week delivery to allow for personalization. 


O Cashier’s check 
O mastercard 

O VISA 
Credit card # 
Expiration Date 


Name _____——Seee 
Shipping 

Address 
City, 


State, Zip ————_—__—$_—_—_———————————_____ 


Please print name to be engraved very clearly. * When purchased WITH the Executive. 
Osborne is not responsible for misspellings. Modem is $150 when purchased separately. 


Signature 


All orders can be paid by cashier's check, Mastercard and VISA. 
Sorry, no personal checks or COD's can be accepted. 
Allorders will be shipped UPS, freight collect. 
We encourage you to order through your local Osborne dealer . 
and save on shipping charges. 


SEND ALL ORDERS TO: Osborne Computer Corp. 
26538 Danti Court 
Offer only good in Hayward, CA 94545 
the United States Attn. Customer Service/Dept. 5000 


WordStar is a registered trademark of MicroPro, Intl. Personal Pearl is a registered trademark of Relational Software. CP/M Pius and CBASIC are trademarks of 
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workers. You can devise ways to make your job more produc- 
tive and make you more of an asset to you employer. Generally 
that translates into a better income for you (i.e. MONEY). 

So while school children are returning to school, think of 
Fall as a not-to-be-wasted opportunity to redouble you efforts 
in improving your own (self) education by applying all of the 
marvelous computer literature that is available to finding 
ways to make yourself more productive for your business or 
your job! And in case it should have slipped your mind, the 
primary intent of FOG is that we all help each other in this on- 


going learning process. ............ Frank (the perpetual student) 
eesese 08 


OCC Makes Public Offering 


by Gale Rhoades 
On Thursday, August 2, 1984, Ronald J. Brown, President 
and C. E. 0. of Osborne Computer Corporation announced that 
the company was proceeding with a public offering under the 
terms of the reorganization plan which was approved by the 
Bankruptcy Court. This offering is for 3,000,000 shares at a 
price of $1.00 per share. 

There a numerous terms and conditions for this offering 
and each person who is interested must request the full 
packet of documents from OCC. This packet will include a 
copy of the disclosure statement, the latest financial. state- 
ments, the offering circular, and a subscription agreement. 
There are several pages of warnings — that’s a list of all the 
things that can go wrong and cause you to loose your money. 


? ed There is also a long list of questions which must be answered 


completely by anyone who is interested participating in this 
offering. 

The purpose of all the questions is to ensure that no resi- 
dent of the 49 states (excluding only California) are allowed to 
purchase this stock. | am including at the end of this a copy of 
a letter which | just received from Mr. Bob Driscoll which ex- 
plains the reason for this action and the need to rigidly enforce 

the terms of the offering. 

While users of the RCP/Ms and residents of the major Cali- 
fornia metropolitan areas will have already seen this an- 
nouncement, it was decided that the other members should be 
informed. FOG is obviously not offering any opinion on the 
worthiness of this offering. Each qualified (California or non- 
US resident) individual must request the packet from OCC and 
read it before deciding whether or not to participate. | should 
also note that while the minimum block size had not been 

determined by press time, it is unlikely that it will be less than 
$100.00 (100 shares). 
To order the packet, write to OCC at their new address: 
Osborne Computer Corporation 
42680 Christy Street 
Fremont, CA 94538 
(415) 887-8080 

(yes, the phone number is NOT changed). 


August 7, 1984 


Gale Rhoades 
FOGHORN 
Daly City, CA 


Dear Gale: . 
You have asked me why the Osborne Computer Corporation (the **Com 


pany'’) cannot offer new capital stock under its Plan - pe apc 
tion (°‘Plan’') to FOG members who are residents of sta eS ae 
California, The answer to your question requires @ review 0 i the ap 
plicable laws and exemptions under which the Company is issuing stock. 

Generally speaking, offers of securities must be registered with 
the Securities and Exchange Commission unless an exemption applies. 
SEC registration is time consuming and expensive, and could not possi- 
bly be accomplished by the Company in time to meet the restraints in- 
posed by the creditors in negotiating the terms of the Plan which was 
finally approved by the Company's creditors this June. 

One of the major purposes of SEC registration is to inform prospec- 
tive investors of the risks and pitfalls of the proposed investment so 
they can make an informed decision. In the Company's case, this disclo- 
sure was already made in the ‘‘Disclosure Statement’’ which was filed 
with the Bankruptcy Court and, after notice and hearing. was approved 
by the Court as adequately informing the creditors of material facts 
concerning the Company. 

The principal SEC exemptions are known as the ‘’private offering'’ 
exemption and the **intratstate offering'’ exemption. Under the pri- 
vate offering exemption, the securities can only be offered to a lim- 
ited number of people, who must: ordinarily have some prior connection 
with the company or its promoters, and the securities must be purchased 
for investment and not for resale. Such offerings are typically made to 
“venture capital’’ groups, who usually consist of sophisticated 
investors having some prior exposure to the risk capital markets. It . 
was felt during the time the Plan was being formulated that this exemp- 
tion would not be appropriate especially since prior management had 
already made contact with many of the venture capital groups and had 
become embroiled in disputes with some. 

Under the intrastate offering exemption found in Section 3(a)(11) 
of the Securities Act of 1933, securities may be offered by a corpora- 
tion only to citizens who are bona fide residents of the same state in 
which the corporation was incorporated and doing business. One theory 
of the exemption is that a local, or intrastate, transaction is not 
Subject to the reach of the federal laws which stem from the interstate 
commerce clause of the Constitution. The Company is a California cor- 
poration, its only facilities are located in California, and its prin- 
cipal business activity is in California. To to avail itself of this 
exemption, the Company can only offer its shares to bona fide residents 
of California. : 

The Plan Proponents have worked very closely with the Securities and 
Exchange Commission in San Francisco to be sure that the provisions of 
the Plan and the Disclosure Statement contained nothing which the SEC 
felt Was objectionable. While the SEC has not issued a‘ “na-action let- 
ter’' or other formal clearance, their acquiesence at the Confirmation 
Hearing and their acknowledgement that they were satisfied with the 
Contents of the Plan and Disclosure Statement led to the Court's ap- 
proval of the Plan in June. 

Because the intrastate of fering exemption is narrowly construed by 
the Courts and by the SEC, it has been held that even one offer or sale 
to aresident of a different state can taint the issue and render it il- 
ered Hla Pas to authenticate the California residency of 
and we cannot bcreaeehen ther sy ee Laie tel 
then Catttorete inte a, ‘ ornians to purchase stock Girectly or 
Gat te-sttirdtion me 7 aries, since the test of the exemption is 
the principal money- Feet eee gen california. Inasmuch as 

y-raising securities issues of the Company will be 


based on the intrastate exemption, wi 
« We are most anxious 
jeopardize that exemption. tee ae e 
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While we recognize that there may be many disappointed non-Califor- 
nians who would like to buy stock in the reorganized Company, we are 
asking you to publicize this letter to explain why the residents of 
other states cannot purchase stock at this time. The future success of 
the reorganized Company depends in part upon our diligent compliance 
with applicable laws, and we ask your members to help us achieve that 
success by cooperating in observing the foregoing rules. 

There is another exemption from federal registration, and that is 
found in the Bankruptcy Code Section 1145(a)(1)(A). which permits of- 
fers of securities of a company in reorganization to be made to credi- 
tors of the company. The Plan of Reorganization involves such an 
offering, but it is a separate, distinct offering which is scheduled to 
occur only after all intermediate offerings have been completed, and 
4t is not a method of raising capital but is instead a means of giving 
the Company's creditors @ participating interest in the ongoing reor- 
ganized corporation. Since there are over 2,000 creditors, itis 
likely that this offering will enhance the value of previously issued 
shares, since it will broaden the market for the shares. 

For the benefit of your members who are foreign nationals. you 
should be advised that the Company may legally offer securities to for- 
eign nationals who are either residents of California or who perma- 
nently reside outside the United States. In an opinion letter we 
received from the Beverly Hills lawfirm of Freshman, Mulvaney. 
Marantz, Comsky, Kahan & Deutsch, special securities counsel engaged 
by the Company during the reorganization proceedings. such offers and 
sales are legal as long as the securities cone to rest abroad. ‘‘There- 
fore sales to foreign investors are not covered by the registration re- 


quirements of the Act.’’ 
Very truly yours. 


Robert W. Driscoll 
Attorney for Plan Proponents 
Osborne Computer Corporation 


FOG office, voice line ....... see eeeeeeee (415) 755-4140 
FOGRCP/M# 1(300 & 1200) .......... (415) 755-2030 
FOG RCP/M # 2(300 & 1200) .........- (604) 596-0314 
FOG RCP/M # 3(300 & 1200) .......-+- (415) 992-8097 


FOG RCP/M # 4 (300 & 1200) (415) 591-6259 
FOG RCP/M # 5 (300 & 1200) (415) 424-1482 
KAY*FOG RCP/M #11 (300 & 1200) ...... (415) 285-2687 


FOGHORN Editor, voice line ....---+ eee: (408) 249-5223 
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Notes on Spite and dBASE 

Reference the SPITE folks. They do respond! This includes 
not one but two long distance telephone calls from them to an- 
swer questions | had asked in a letter which they felt they had 
not answered in a timely manner. | can only say that their 
behavior is what customer (or in my case only potential cus- 
tomer) support is all about. 

| wish | had some new or startling info. about the Ozzie | 
could share. But, it seems | learn more from FOG that | can 
contribute (e.g. | worked hard on the three across solution in 
dBASE — and solved it — but | figured | was dumb and others 
had known how for a long time. Then not too long ago some- 
one more aware than | shared the solution!) 

Maybe this will help. I've worked a little with SDI on 
SuperCalc 2. When going from BASE 1I to SuperCalc 2, with 
data in which you want the first SuperCalc 2 column to have 
text data, such as names, create a file from dBASE (i.e. copy 
to...) delimited with a “(ie.a quote). This will avoid the prob- 
lem of filling the cell with text repetitions. 

Another possible helpful hint. If you have dBASE with ZIP 
and you create a ZIP file longer than the default length of 23 
lines, it will always create a form for printing on the printer. 
This means that (1) it won't ever work unless your printer is 
turned on and (2) if you're looking for just a screen format for 
data input, you are out of luck. So, after hours and hours of 
frustration, | finally figured the problem out. The answer is ob- 
vious. As installed for the Ozzie, for just screen displays you 
must limit a ZIP created format to 23 lines. 

Final hints. When creating a command file for dBASE data 
input and using memory variables in the ‘Store <exp>” 
mode, (a) for string i.e. character fields, quotes must start and 
end the number of potential characters your field may contain. 
In short the Store to statements will control how much data is 
accepted; (b) Do not use quotes for numeric fields. The only 
way I've found that works is to use zeros including decimal 
point for the maximum number of digits | may want in the field; 
(c) Using the “Store To” for a logical field requires you to use 
an appropriate logical character (e.g. T, F). Unfortunately, in 
cases (b) and (c) the zeros and the logical character print on 
the data entry screen. This can confuse someone unfamiliar 
with dBASE. 

OK, one (more) last hint. Report forms (e.g. cost.frm) can be 
modified from within dBASE by typing in modify command 
filename.frm. [Be sure to include the type extension, frm). 

Mike MacDonald 
Warrenburg, MO 
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MORE on the Use of Drive C ; 

After reading Mr. Switz’s fine report on the use of Drive C, | 
realized that there was more to be said on the Subject of the 
proper use of the RAM Disk. 

Although the original Drive C manual gives the commands 
On how to re-name the Drive C to become the logical “A” drive, 
it doesn’t really go into any detail as to why. The reason for 
providing this particular feature is that many programs must 
run (or reside) on the logical “A” drive, including WordStar & 
Personal Pearl to name just two. When Personal Pearl is run 


from Drive C re-named as “A”, the Personal Pearl data disk © 


tmust reside in floppy drive “B” for the program to function 
properly. 

We have found that the most efficient way to use Drive C 
with WordStar or SuperCalc (if your data files are not too large) 
is to load the entire program AND data all onto Drive C, along 
with any utilities you normally use (PIP, XDIR, etc.), then work 
on everything in Drive C (renamed as “‘A”). If you are using 
WordStar and have the 384K version of Drive C, try putting a 
Spelling Checker on it too. This eliminates the normal disk ac- 

cess delays from your floppy disk drives and to say the least 
gets rid of ALL THAT NOISE! : 

If you don’t have any of those nice public domain programs 
like SWEEP or New SWEEP, then PIP is one alternative. One 
feature of PIP should be used when copying files onto the 
Drive C, and that is the Verify option. Verify compares each 
block that it has just copied onto the new disk with the same 
block that is still in memory. An example using Verify is: 


PIP A:=B:*.*V 


y (By the way you can also use the Verify option with New 


SWEEP.) 

Using Verify is always a good thing to do when copying files 
of any importance into your Drive C, and | don’t know of any- 
one whose files aren’t important to them. 

One other way to copy files is to use Drive C’s new HI- 
SPEED Archive program. Just set up a disk with the files you 

normally work with, archive them, and you now have a work- 
ing disk that can down-load into the Drive C at TWICE the 
speed of PIP! 

Drive C's new software package, QuickPac, can be installed 
on your program disks to automatically re-name Drive C to be 
the logical ““A” drive, down-load your choice of the Contents of 
either one floppy drive or both, and then run a program that 
you specify. This can be done for a series of disks, i.e. 
WordStar, SuperCalc or dBase Il. It can also automatically 
down-load your Archive disks, just by pressing the <RE- 
TURN> key! 

These programs are included with the purchase of Drive C, 
The ManyKey program is also included with the 384K Drive C: 
at no additional charge. 

Mr. Switz brought up an important point about some print- 
ers used with Drive C. It is true that some printers need to be 
turned on for Drive C to function properly. However it should 
be noted that in NO WAY will this harm your printer or Drive C if 
they are left on for extended periods. 


is information has been included in the new Drive C man- 
stich the new manual now being alee every new 
i ritten largely from user suggestions. 
i Serene find it “sale to sit down at my 01. and NOT 
use Drive C. The noise from my drives alone sends me to new 
levels of aggravation. The new Auto Loader program makes it 
really easy to just insert your disks, press <RETURN>, sit 
back and enjoy the increase in speed, file size, and SILENCE! 
One more thing to note. The new battery back-up 
“BackPac” that fits inside your keyboard case (to maintain 
portability) will give you about 9 hours of power for your Drive 
C in the event of a power failure. Enough time to take a short 
trip, say to New York, and get into a hotel or power outlet be- 
fore you start to worry about losing data. Also included is a 
wall transformer (it also charges the batteries) so that you can 
leave your Drive C powered on and turn your computer off. It in 
effect the Drive C into a “mini” Hard Disk that is “Glitch 
Proof’. 


If anyone has questions about using Drive C they can drop 


us a line, or give us a call. 

Scott Jamar 

Technical Support Manager, Drive C 
1690 65th Street 

Emeryville, CA 94608 

(405) 652-3222 


seat aene 


Dear FOG 
Since you are near Silicon Valley and possible some 

Osborne owner is an engineer or somebody who likes to fiddle 
with electronics, | wonder if you would know of anybody who 
has a devise for Programming memories and could help me 
with programming a Simple PROM. If you would not know of 
somebody, maybe you could be so kind and put a little note in 
the FOGHORN together with my address so somebody who 
would be so kind and help me could contact me. | would sup- 
ply the program and the EPROM. Thank you very much for 
your kindness. 

Rudolf H. Rahn 

P. 0. Box 01-73 

San Salvador, El Salvador C.A, 


Se eene en 


Ham Radio Help? 

First let me say that the best investment | have made since | 
purchased my Osborne 1 was to join FOG. Although | have not 
made use of the disk library yet, | find that each issue of 
FOGHORN gives meat least one usable idea. Please keep up the 
excellent work. 

1 am looking for information on programs available for the 
Osborne 1 which are usable in amateur radio operations. If 
any FOG members can help locate a source for such programs 
it would be appreciated. 

C. V. Swanson Jr, 


Kenmore, WA 
es eee 
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WS-Install, more FOG RCP/Ms 

(ve got a few comments, a few questions, and an answer 
that I'd like to share. 

First the comments. | realize that there is already quite a 
load on those who are blessed with putting out the FOGHORN 
s0 diligently each month, however, it still can be of more (yes, 
even more) use to those who spend the time to read it when it 
arrives. The one item | am talking about is that concerning the 
letters section. | am amazed each month that there are more 
people like me who can’t get everything to work the first time, 
but it aggravates me when consistently there are little if any 
suggestions given. | am not suggesting that the staff do this 
unless it can afford the space and time, what | would like to 
see is the complete address of the people who wrote these let- 
ters. If this was the case, users (like myself) could write (or 
call if permissible) to try and provide some help. Another 
benefit is again being able to contact these people and find out 
their solutions to the problems that plague the great majority 
of us! 

My answers don’t abound, but here goes. The problem pre- 
sented in the help section in the April issue concerning Bob 
Stepno’s problem with his WordStar not being able to run a file 
from the NOFILE menu is really stupid when you realize what 
has happened. What he did was install his WordStar using an 
install program, and directed the program to save the modified 
WS.COM under a different name, in his case “GNU.COM.” 
After doing this, he verified the correct operation of GNU.COM 
and renamed it WS.COM. For some reason, the install program 
sticks that name [GNU.COM] somewhere (probably for a copy 
protection scheme) and needs to find it before it can execute a 
file from WS. All that is needed to be done is reinstall WS.COM 
telling the install program to save the changes in WS.COM, 
and the problem will go away, simple enough. 

Now stand back, here come the questions. These all con- 
cern bulletin boards, yours and mine. The FOG RCP/M's are 
great, when | can get on them, but they are all on one coast. 
There have got to be some members who live somewhere 


[other] than California. Maybe FOG could put some pressure ~ 


on its officers (like the ones that live in the central states) to 
put forth some effort and organize a RCP/M in the middle of 
this continent. I'm sure the people in New York don’t like any 
phone bills they get from calling Calif. This leads to my needs. 
| need help in starting a RCP/M-RBBS in Colo. My problem is 
not so much in the BBS program itself, rather with getting BYE 
to work off my EXEC. | know there must be someone out there 

| that knows how to do it. This problem is not limited to myself 
either. | am associated (not a member of) a AMO in Hawaii 
which has a similar problem: EXEC, BBS program, but no 
working copy of BYE. Does anyone have any help? 


First, we have, as noted in the last couple of FOGHORNs, be- 
gun development of Network of FOG RCP/M systems. While 
FOG cannot (yet) fund all of these systems, we can help. For 
those members who have hardware and time available, FOG 
will supply the software and pay for the phone line. These has 
been a lovely response to this and you will see new numbers 
listed each month in the FOG FONES section. While this month 
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does not list any systems off of the West Coast, this is primar- 
ily due to the headaches of working out all the bugs. While it 
would simplify matters if all systems had exactly the same 
hardware, nearly every application has involved some special- 
ized tailoring of the software. The situation will definately im- 
prove over the next few montis. 

Incidently, if anyone else is interested, get the file 
SYSOPS.APP from one of the FOG boards. It has the details. 

George Peace has been working for sometime now on get- 
ting a BYE to work with the Executive. He has submitted what 
(he thinks) is a bug-free version which we are now trying to 
test. There has been quite a bit of discussion about this on 
FOG systems #1 (415-755-2030) and #3 (4 15-992-8542). 
Also, George is running a system, work permitting in Penn- 
sylvania (717-657-8699)....Gale Rhoades 


REMEMBER !! The entire address should be put in the letters 
section! 

Reggie Gage 

Usafa, CO 


" [We can only print an entire address (or phone number) if the 


author specifically instructs use to do so! David] 
eee ee 8 8 


Re: July, 1984 article by Douwe Rienstra on SmartKey ll and Dvo- 
rak keyboard. F 


ations in the Osborne |, but in the Executive, there are tables € * 
that control how the keyboard matrix is coded into ASCII. % 
(This is in Bank 8 RAM in the Executive and can be updated We 
from any program. It may be in RON in the OS-1.) 

| continue this description for those with Executives that 

want to try Dvorak or other keyboard layouts. In the Executive, 

there is a separate table for the interpretation for each of the 
following modes: normal, Shift, Control, Caps Lock and Con- 
trol-Shift. By modifying the appropriate locations, you can 

change how the Caps Lock key acts. The first table starts at 

2015h in Bank 8. The relative locations of the entries are de- 

scribed in the Executive Reference Guide and in the Technical 

Manual. These locations are loaded from system track 2 
(starting at logical sector 33, byte ODh) on a cold boot. 

The user will have to write a short program (probably in 
Assembler, but not necessarily) to make the changes needed. 

{twill have to do the following: shift the program into memory 

above 4000h (above where Bank 8 switches in), switch in 

Bank 8, modify the appropriate memory locations, switch out 

Bank 8 and exit (or chain to the next program needed). This 

can be done in an EXECST.COM program, if desired, which will 
execute automatically after a cold boot. Once set, the values 

will remain until reset by another program or a cold boot. 

For Dvorak keyboard operation, entirely new tables can be 
transferred into place so that Control codes as well as punc- 
tuation are correct in normal, Shift, Control, Caps Lock, and 
Control-Shift modes. 


Author Unknown 
eeeee 8 6 


Page 9 


a 


| am not that familiar with the keyboard interpretation oper- Pa 
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6 TRAINING PACKAGES FOR $18 


pusers Guided An $18 per year subscription to Sao eninie os oe 
eS rovides all the training you need fo start usin 
\ . MS-DOS systems (including the IBM Personal Computer). 
USER’S GUIDE magazine contains self-teaching tutorials ie 
hands-on application notes that are specific enough to be usefu 
in your applications. 

The editors of USER’S GUIDE evaluate software products 
while describing how to use them, providing you with the facts | 
you need to make informed buying decisions. 


“So far | haven't found one [issue] that wasn’t worth more than what it 
costs. Recommended.” 


— Jerry Pournelle, Byte Dec. 1983 


USER’S GUIDE magazine features well written articles that 


help you get the most out of your computer investment. 
For example: 


* How to get more mileage out of popular MS-DOS and CP/M 
programs like WordStar® SuperCalc™ and dBASE II” 


* How to gain access to thousands of free programs in the public 
domain using a program called MODEM7. 


* How to recover data from a damaged disk. 
¢ How to set up and use a small business accounting system. 
Make your computer investment profitable for only $18 a year. 


ahr eres a cane A 


ig few tte tonceemmenans 
Rutten iain: ia 


Oo Send me six issues for $18, payment enclosed, or 
O Foreign (pre-paid): Canada & Mexico $22/six issues, oversea 
We accept Visa and Mastercard, Phone: 415-851-4836 


Name 


cmay 


__———_—_______ Title 
eee 
Address 


City, State, Zip 
OD Check if you one wan premainal naling 


CP/M 5 a trademark of Di 


OD Bill me $21. 
S $40/six issues (airmail), 


User's Guide 


THE MAGAZINE FOR IBM PC & CP/M SYSTEM USERS 


ital Research, 2 1 . a 
Sater setesra sicrens capo" Socegtn gh a ae tes RG 
BASE iis a trademark of Ashton-Tate, ap Belin , Stanford, CA 94305. 


User's Guide is a trademark of UC oo, Please allow 6-8 weeks for Processing, 


FOG 
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MPI drive transplant : 

Let me offer an apology for a typo in the letter I sent you in 
December regarding the use of the FAST program in AUTOST. | 
said in the listing of AUTOST.ASM that a { gives 6ms delay. It 
should have read, a 0 gives 6ms delay and 1 gives 12 ms 
delay. a 
. This is for Bradley S. Albom’s “HELP” column. [/ am print- 
ing this here because it was written 2/9/84. If it had gone to 
Brad, it wouldn't have been delayed so long! David] 

“Referring to Dennis Welch's question about the power sup- 
ply and disk drive problem, | too had the problem that the 
screen would “wiggle” when the “A” spindle drive motor was 
running. My dealer, (CPL in Kulpsville, PA), suspected low 
voltage caused by too much current demand on the power 
supply. He confirmed that the drive and not the power supply 
was the problem by swapping power supplies and noting that 
the problem did not go away. (He replaced my original power 
supply and didn’t charge me anything. How's that for service!) 
He didn’t have a replacement drive, so | went looking for one 
on my own. | found an ad in “Computer Shopper” for MPI 
Model 51S drives from a company called CEC. After calling 
them, | ordered two and waited. 

The drives arrived in about a week or two and | proceeded 
to try to install them. Here is what | discovered: Osborne made 
its own logic boards. The standard MPI logic boards won't 
work. The MPI drives also need to have two jumper wires 
added to connector P.4.1, that’s the largest connector at the 
rear. 

Here is what you need to do to install the MPI drives. It helps 
to have the Osborne tech manual, some knowledge of elec- 
trical things, and no fear of opening the case and taking apart 
the machine. If you don’t feel comfortable with this, or don’t 
understand these steps, you probably ought to find someone 
to help you or pay someone fo do it for you. 


— Disconnect four connectors from the MPI logic board — 
note the different orientation of connector for the cable 
to the head. 

-— Remove the standard MPI logic board. 

— Install the jumpers using the Osborne drive as a guide. 

— Transfer the Osborne board to the new drive. 

— Carefully reconnect and re-install the logic board. 

— Time the drive using a fluorescent light. 

— Remove the nylon tie-wrap anchor on the outside of the 
drive. 

— Puta drop or two of TV tuner cleaner with silicone on the 
slides that the head carriage rides on. 


After completing this installation, everything worked fine. 
The problem was caused by the spindle drive motor drawing 
too much current, and not by the power supply. The root of the 
problem is heat. The MPI tech manual (another purchase, this 
time from Priority One Electronics) says that the maximum op- 
erating temperature of the drives is 115 F. My drives run 
consistently at 120 F. | have recently installed a fan on the out- 
side of my tan case behind the A drive and power supply. | had 
to cut a hole in the case, which probably ruined the resale 
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value, but | don’t plan to sell it before it dies and I’d rather 
have it last longer than look cherry. Oh, by the way, a plastic 
sandwich carrier makes a perfect cover for the fan when 
transporting the old transportable. 

Tim Snyder 
Glenside, PA 


Dear FOGHORN 

Re: Your April 84 issue, pg. 15, “HELP - Brad Albom”, and 
your May 84 issue, pgs. 33-35, “Cooling the Tan Case 
Osbornes - Neil McCubbin’”. 

Problem #1. Drive ‘B” in my 0-1 crapped out. Following 
Brad’s guide, | went to Mission Peak, 3514 Arden Rd., 
Hayward, CA, and exchanged my bad drive for a replacement, 
installed same and it worked like a charm. Exchange cost, 
approximately $70. 

Problem #2. | accidentally left the machine on for several 
hours during one of our recent hot spells. A blank screen and 
an acrid odor greeted me when | noticed my error. You 
guessed it, the low voltage power supply was cooked. Back to 
Mission Peak and a replacement low voltage power supply for 
$30. | installed the new power supply but still no dice. Both the 
+ {2B and +5V outputs were overloaded resulting in almost 
0 output. 

Problem #3. The high voltage power supply in the 5” scope 
was shorted out. Since | use an external monitor, the internal 
scope is useless. So | unplugged the scope cable at the right 
front on the mother board, taped up the plug to preclude 
shorts, reassembled the 0-1 and was back in business. 

While | had the unit out of the case for the replacement of 
the low voltage supply, | followed Neil's advice and installed a 
radio shack 4” cooling fan on the rear of the case. It works like 
a charm. No interference noted with drive “A” nor with the 
system operation. | use a Radio.Shack line filter to handle the 
numerous 115V AC line plugs. So | installed a short cord and 
plug on the fan and plugged it into the line filter. This avoids 
any internal connection to the 0-1 for 115V AC. 

As a suggestion. In those cases where the 0-15” scope is 
not used, disconnecting same should reduce the total heat 
generated within the case to some degree and alleviate the 0-1 
heating problem. 

The FOGHORN has been an invaluable source of information 
to me in keeping my 0-1 on the air. Many thanks to you and 
your contributors. 


Harry B. Pitcher 
San Jose, CA 


ATTENTION 
Page 2 of every FOGHORN is reserved for membership informa- 
tion. Please refer to it for the additional postage charges for (st 
class and non-US. delivery of the FOGHOAN. 
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COMM-PAC Glitch 
| experienced the problem described frequently by COMM- 
PAC owners when my modem was first installed. | also began 
having several BDOS ERROR messages on drive Awhen | tried 
to warm boot. | found the cause of both problems to excessive 
heat. 

If you examine the disk storage pocket, you'll find several 
ventilation slots are blocked when COMN-PAC is installed in 
the pocket. (Blue Case DD, 01) After an hour or so of operation 
| found that the top of the modem case was 3 to 4 degrees 
celsius warmer (hotter) than the bottom side. | noticed that the 
Slots for ventilating the bottom of drive A were covered by the 
lip of the front panel of the modem. A temporary fix was to pull 
the modem out of the pocket an inch or two so that ventilation 

would be facilitated. The problems disappeared. 
In a search for a more permanent fix | did two things; 


1) | installed a fan. (a good idea anyway) 


2) | cut a notch in the front panel of the modem. Located just 
above the RJ 11 connector and the width of the ventilation 
slot behind it. It seems that cooling the top of the modem 
case and the bottom of drive A assembly solved both my 
problems. 


Ihave SWP’s Co-power 88 installed now and need the-cool- 
ing more than ever. The transformers job is about doubled and 
the resultant heat generation is a factor in the life the entire 
machine. 

| hope this helps Gale, | enjoy FOGHORN and have enclosed 
my dues for 1984. Thanks for your help and efforts at FOG. 

W. D. Gowan 
Edina, MN 


EXEC Monitor; Ozzie HAM 

On the 7 Monitor of the Osborne Executive. | have been 
through it with a fine tooth comb. | have founda long time ago 
that the Q103 Semi-conductor (transistor) needs to be re- 
placed or resoldered. [fo solve what?| To find the 8219 (1070) 
Zenith transistor a person will have to go to Zenith to get it. At 
least that has been my experience so far. | have changed out 
numerous transistors and it has been my experience that the 
8219 does the best. Not all units are cured by this fix however. 
Some of the power supplies have some bad soldering joints on 
them. It appears that towards the last before the Bankruptcy 

that the quality control was not the best. 

! am a Radio Amateur Operator and have been doing some 
experimenting to get the Osborne usable with that mode of op- 
eration. It is a slow process, but as soon as | get something 
going will pass it along to those who might be interested. 

W. A. Crook, Ph.D. 
Ada, OK 
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Okidata 92/93 and SuperCalc (and WordStar) 

The answer to the question of connecting an Osborne 1, 
SuperCalc, and an Okidata microline printer is simple: call 
Okidata on 1-800-OKIDATA and ask for a copy of OKIDATA 
Users Tips, Number 3091. This set of instructions will show 
you precisely how to set up the function keys so that all of the 
printer’s features can be called up while using the Setup code 
when you are in SuperCalc. 

They have another OKIDATA Users Tips, Number 3073 for 
matching the OKIDATA printer to an Osborne 1 with WordStar. 
However, | have suggested certain modifications to them for a 
more complete match. | don’t know whether they have 
incorporated these in 3073 as yet. |am attaching my INSTALL 
location changes for utilizing more of the OKIDATA 92 features 
in WordStar. os . 

Douglas First 
Maitland, FL 


[What | really need is interface help for connecting my 
Osborne 1 to the Okidata 93 using the High Speed RS 232 
board. | think I'll phone the Okidata number for that one. 
David] 


WordStar Location Changes in INSTALL for Okidata 92 
BLOSTR: 2 03. “PB (boldprint) “PB 


ROLUP: © 022 (CPV Sub“Py script) 
Oo BO 
=) 4A2 
ROLDOW: 9 62> (“PT Super“pr Script 
=) BO 
=) 4.2 
RIBBON: © 022 “PY (correspondence quality mode) 
“PY ‘ 
ras) BO 
cS) 310 
RIGOFF; 020 tdataprocessing moded 
=) BO " 
e 300 
USR1: 2 01 “PQ (12 cpt, elite) “PATPN 
rm) C2 
UsRe: P 010 “PW (Te Lee I cde) 
“PA“PN 
=) FO 
USR3: O 022 “PE (continuous underline) 
“PR 
rm) BO 
rm) 43,2 
USR4: O = 02D (end underline) 
e BO 
e 442 
PALT: O- 010 “PA (ar ept. compressea) “PHY 
r=) DO 
PSTD: © 


01 (10 cpl, pica) 
EO 


Seesene 
' 


os 


Nuevo 80 Columns 

| was shamed reading the report of Harris Goldman in the 
June FOGHORN. The positive experience | shared with of 
installing the Nuevo Electronics 80 column upgrade paralleled 
his and | had meant to share that experience with fellow 
foggers. 

| am totally ignorant of electronic assembly procedures and 
trouble shooting. My ten thumbs succeeded in installing the 
80 column upgrade in a reasonable length of time with a mini- 
mum of confusion and difficulty. The installation instructions 
assume no prior knowledge and guide the novice through the 
procedure in a manner sufficient for understanding by a pri- 
mary grader or a middle-ager like myself. 

The only difficulty experienced was when | destroyed the 
included video output terminal because | didn’t read the in- 
structions carefully enough. A call to the manufacturer 
brought a prompt response and a replacement cable at no 
charge. The 80 column upgrade has been operating flawlessly 
and transparently ever since. 

\ have never been more pleased with a product in my adult 
life, if you choose to exclude my Ozzie, to which | become more 
attached each day. 

John P. Haines 
Oakland, CA 


ADVERTISEMENT 


OZROM 


replacement ROM 


o Optional! drive. speed-up 
o User selected blinking cursor 
o Optional display of system clock 


o Eight locally redefinable 
function keys 


installed. 


Osmosis 5 Help Needed 

| would like to request your help with a problem | have with 
my double density Osborne 1. | recently installed an Osmosis 
5 80-column video board and need assistance getting the 
OTERM4 public domain terminal emulator program 
(OTERM4.COM, vers. 4.05 of Dec. 4, 1982 by Michael M. Ru- 
benstein) working. 

The problem | ran into is that the Osmosis 5 board doesn't 
work with any programs using Direct Memory Addressing, . 
which OTERM4 apparently uses to display output to the CRT. 
(OTERM4 will run in 52 character mode thru the standard 
Osborne video port with the Osmosis 5 installed, by the way, 
but | much prefer to run in 80 column mode.) The Osmosis 
Corp. has been of no help in getting OTERM4 to run with the © 
Osmosis 5 installed, so | am asking if you can help. 

Is there anyone in the First Osborne Group with an Osmosis 
5 installed in their Osborne who has been able to get OTERM4 
to run in 80 column mode? If not, do you have any suggestions 
on how | might proceed? 

Also, is anyone in the First Osborne Group familiar with the 
OTERM4.COM setup program called OTSETUP.COM? | would 
appreciate any information you can provide on this program. 

Bernard F. Gaffney, Jr. 
Lansing, Ml 


ADVERTISEMENT 
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arts and labor 


Os 1 Service $80 (not inc!, shipping) 
Exec Service $100 fnt incl. shipping) 
Double Density $179 instarica. 


(not inet, shipping and handling) Includes OZROM 


Quad Density $1095 


780K 
Includes OZROM and Fan per drive! 


(not incl. shipping and hand ting) 


o Redefinable keyboard... local 
immediate control over system 
parameters 


o Memory checker 


o Elimination of "Phantom Lines" 
in WordStar 


o Complete ASCII code availability 
o Faster repeat key function 


o New multiple software utilities, 
including PRINT SCREEN 


o Plus More...OSborne 1 only 


$49.95 
$69.95 installed 


(not incl. shipping) 


New Products for 
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30 day money back guarantee on upgrades 


and OZROM 
AVAILABLE AT 


SOFTWARE 
ACCESS 


2642N. Beltline, Irving, TX 75062 


Your OSBORNE 


| 
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Dear Foggers, 

In. response to Jack MacDonald’s letter the June Foghorn, 
about Supercalc’s Execute command. 

For a headline, we might cail this note “Kitten on the Keys.” 
The advice to me came from a young lady Sorcim when | had 
the same problem. Sounds crazy, but read on..... 

| also use my computer for financial work, almost exclu- 

Sively. I've had a hell of a time learning enough WordStar to 
send this to you! One use | have for Supercalc is a monthly 
billing and summary for one of our small businesses. | wanted 
to end the tedium of pressing “Return” after every 66 lines 
printed in response to the “More” prompt, and also move from 
one series of invoices to the next, and next, and next, without 
being tied to the keyboard for 20 minutes. 

I finally called Sorcim (it’s a hefty | from the Virgin Islands 
to California). But with phone squashed between ear and 
shoulder, typing furiously, | had excellent help with the two 
blemishes. The only way to get Supercalc to continue without 
a keyboard input is to put something heavy a key after you be- 
gin the printing. The held down key will be ignored during 
printing until the normal time you'd have to “Press” continue. 
Since the key IS pressed, Supercalc will run along its merry 

way, and continue and/or complete the command sequence. 

When I asked the Sorcim girl, “What do you mean, put 
something heavy on the keyboard?”, she said “The cat!, or 
something like a dictionary; it might slide off, but the cat 
won't!” Knowing what they say about spilled coffee in the key- 
board, wondered about the cat if...... 

Anyway, just writing the “program” for Execute’s .PRN file 
is the first hair puller. | have several tutorial books on 
Supercalc, all make Execute seem so woefully simple. Just en- 
ter the commands as you would if actually doing them. Ex- 
ecute reminds me of college German. Learn a few grammatical 
rules, and memorize a thousand exceptions to each! The last 
book I received says something like “save this one for a night 
your wife is at a late meeting and the TV is broken!” While 
they don’t say much about Execute either, at least they're hon- 

est. A good pamphlet on Execute’s idiot-syncracies would be 
a winner. THAT, | would like some help on! 
(I wonder how she knew we had cats???) 
David Kummerle 
St. Croix, Virgin Islands 
eeeeess 
EXEC Monitor Fix ’ 

Thanks for the fixes listed in the FOGHORN (May ‘84, pg. 44) 
for the EXECUTIVE monitor. After losing the monitor com- 
pletely | packed the EXECUTIVE up and went to the local TV 
repair man (we don't have a computer store in our smal! town). 
One half hour later | walked out with the monitor working and 
no screen jitters! Total cost was $15.00. 

We resoldered the transistor as described and installed the 
47 ohm resistor in the fan circuit. Thanks again for listing the 
fixes in the FOGHORN. 


Brad Heineman 
Pender, NE 


itor, 
ge again, | must commend you and the staff for a job ex- 
tremely well done. | would also like to thank Brett Bonner and 
Austin Smith of MOG (Memphis), for the warm welcome | re- 
ceived in June, when | finally had the opportunity to attend an 
actual, real, live, FOG users group meeting. 


A few more tips: ; 

1. Being basically lazy, | tried (for several months) leaving a 
working copy of my WordStar disk in the A drive while turning 
the machine on and off. At first there were no il effects, but 
then | had a problem with WS.COM and had to pip it onto this 
disk again. | now remove all disks upon power on or off. At 
least | tried, and it WAS nice while it lasted. 


2. | have erased the WSMSGS.OVR file from my working - 


WordStar disk. This frees up 26k and isn’t much different from 
help level 0. | have not missed it once, yet. WS.COM will still 
give the most necessary messages such as “@@@@ FILE 
B:FILENAME.TYP ? (Y/N):” for the abandon prompt. Now | 
can get all the CP/M utilities that | want on one disk. 

3. When | am copying FOG disks (single density) onto Dou- 
ble Density disks, | use NSWEEP.COM v. 1.99 to put one disk in 
USER 1 and the next in USER 0. Then, | log onto the DD disk as 
“B*”’. The asterisk allows all user numbers to be swept at one 
time, and the alphabetical order of NSWEEP allows instant 
Spotting of any program names identical to both user num- 
bers, such as DISK.DOC. | rename the appropriate files, and 
then | issue this command using MAKE.COM from - 
FOG/UTL.009: 


A> MAKE B:*.* 0$1 


It's that simple, now everything is in user 0 with no .CRC or 
-DOC files etc. lost. t 

4. | ordered the “TOUCH’N’GO” typing course from Ruff 
Software, and it looks to be real good. It is extremely simple to 
use, my nine year old has no problem. However, | am not the 
best judge of the method used, since | already know how to 
type. Perhaps | will report on the progress of my 9 and 11 year 
olds who are wanting to learn how. What | did do, however, 
was to use DU.COM to re-write the copywrite notices on the 
first screen with my own messages telling each member of the 
family what function key to press upon entering the program. 
The function keys are all the same except for the NAME: 
C<SP> <SP>InNAME Oy 

Note: <SP> = aspace oO =a return, but you knew that. 

The program keeps a progress report of each person using 
the program, thus the different function key and name for each 
one using it. | also used DU.COM to blank out the prompt mes- 
Sages telling me every time | use the program that IF | have 
Single density, | need a disk in the B drive. Also, | modified 
track 1, sector 6, to call up T.COM. 

That's all for now, hope this helps someone. 


Neil Halava 
Mammoth Spring, AR 
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“Soul of CP/M’ and Fast drives 
Let me say a word about Sou of CP/M by Mitchell Waite 
and Robert Lafore. One of the members has already mentioned 

it in your columns, and | want to provide some back-up. 
When the weather's dirty, the night is black, the kettle’s 
coming to a boil on the back of the stove and the Old Woman’s 
hunkered down by the fire with a new mystery, this book 
comes into its own. It’s a book of secrets. All that stuff you 
can’t get your colleagues to explain coherently (or simply) 
down at the University is here. Print your name on the screen! 
Make the buzzer sound! Change the BIOS to provide for a new 
daisy-wheel or modem! Quite a spectrum, isn’t it? And all 
done with assembler, that efficient and maddening language 
that is supposed to be such a bear to learn. It isn’t, as this 
book demonstrates. Assembler is as rewarding to the merely 
curious as it is to the applications user: there is no way to get 
closer to your computer short of stapling logic gates to 
beaverboard. But you need instruction that remembers how 
much you know at any time, reminds you of it, and adds a little 
more--in the context of what you've learned. Sounds simple, 
but you can spend a lot of money looking for it in all those 
high-priced paperbacks purporting to serve hopeful hackers. 
Assembler is very satisfying to learn if you can find someone 
to teach it. Waite and Lafore bring it off, and | want you to send 
them fellers your money. Maybe they'll do it again, for you've 
got more fun buried in your Osborne than even Soul of CP/M 
reveals. We're gonna need Volume ll. [Howard W. Sams & 
Co.,Inc. $18.95] 
Which reminds me. One of the most enticing programs to 
appear in the FOGHORN was Frank Muennmemann’s patch to 
bring up the MPI drives running at top speed (May 84). The 
Seimens drives, which | run, are also capable of a very signifi- 
cant increase in speed if EF13 holds 01 instead of MPI’s 00. 
Frank’s patch won't work for the Seimens, but a similar patch 
certainly will. Can't someone with an annotated BIOS help 
out? (Waite and Lafore won't do discs: whence the need for 
Volume Il) And speaking of which: where do we get an an- 
notated BIOS for our Osbornes? Maybe FOG could add this 
item to its merchandise inventory; | bet there would be more 
calls for it than T-shirts. 
Robert Bollini 


Halifax, Nova Scotia Canada 
eoseunu ee 6 


Double Spacing Short Cut 
Carl Warner’s item about easy double spacing with 
MailMerge (July issue) forgot to mention this other handy 
shortcut: If you have a daisywheel printer and don’t want to 
use MailMerge, place the “lineheight” dot command .LH 16 at 
the head of a single-spaced file. The file will print double- 
spaced--between paragraphs as well as between text lines. 
(The number following LH represents 48ths of an inch of 
platen roll, the default being 6.) When your draft is final, sim- 

ply delete the LH 16 to get single spacing again. 
Janet Goldenberg 


San Francisco, CA 
eee 2 
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Autobad Exec. Program 

| am very pleased to see articles, helpful hints and library 
notes for the executive. It has been very frustating during the 
past several months while OCC was in trouble being without 
much of a support group-except for FOG!!! 

In the June issue, Gary Burleson had a very handy hint on 
how to autoload programs with EXECST.COM without the big 
0 on the screen. It is, however, somewhat incomplete; much 
like the documentation that plagues us neophytes. | had to go 
through his explanation at least five times before | realized 
that many of the necessary commands were left off. If there 
are other executive owners who had the same problem without 
success, here is a complete list of the necessary commands. 

Put general utilities disk 2 of 3 in drive A and the WordStar 
disk in drive B. After hitting the return key, type the following 
after you see the A> 


Ay DIRSYS B: 2 
a) SET B:EXECST.COM [DIR, RW] > 


Then take out the general utilities disk from drive A and put 
the advanced utilities disk 3 of 3 in and type the following-do 
not boot this disk, just type the following. 


A) SAVE O 
You will get a message and then an A>, then type: 
A) SID B:EXECST.COM © 


You will then get another message after which A # appears. 
This is the same as the A>, type the following: 


#101 0 

262 

02 2 

a) 

#°C ’ 

This gets you out of SID and you will be prompted for the 
name of the file you are saving. Type: 


B: EXECST.COM © 


You will be asked if you want to delete B: EXECST.COM, to 
which you respond: 


Yo 


You will be asked for the beginning and ending hex ad- 
dresses. Respond: 


0100 © 
0800 2 


That's it! Now you can boot your WordStar disk and get on 
with your work and not have to sit and stare at your screen 
while the big 0 flashes by. The rest of Gary’s article is really 
great. | had this done for dBASE II and it really helps. Good 
Luck! 


Burrill F. McCoy, Jr. 
Anchorage, AK 
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WS Printer Install - EXEC/Gemini-10X 
| have just received the BIOS upgrade for my Executive, 
have installed it and all seems well. Since | was propagating 
the new setups to various programs | decided it would be good 
time to set the custom printer options for WordStar using its 
Install program. The italics, subscript and superscript were of 
special interest and are available on my Gemini-10X. Check- 
ing the codes for the printer control also showed that the al- 
ternate character pitch is available. Using INSTALL | entered 
the hex code strings for subscript, superscript, pica and elite 
into the existing WordStar print commands “PV, “PT, “PN and 
“PA. Three of the four user print functions were set to termi- 
nate the printers's sub/superscript mode (~PQ), to begin ital- 
ics (“PE) and to terminate italic mode (~PR). 

The PRINT.TST file supplied with WordStar was used to test 
the result. The italics were turned on in the first section of the 
file. The existing sub/ superscript control following the text to 
be scripted was replaced with the printer's 
sub/superscripting termination control. The elite print was 
activated in the section describing this option for daisy wheel 
printers. The printing began with italics and delightful 

sub/superscripts. The second page was a discouraging com- 
pressed and double struck print. Turning off the requests for 
the newly installed features demonstrated that the 
sub/superscripts caused the second page to be wrong. Since 
the two copies of the Gemini manuals | have disagreed as to 
whether the termination of sub/superscript turns off the 
sub/superscript's normal double strike checked the termina- 
tor by itself. The second page was ok. The newer manual is 
wrong, double strike is off. | suspect that page break does 
something unexpected so look at the ~P commands in the ref- 
erence guide. | noticed that the sub/superscript control is a 
toggle, gotcha. Replacing the toggle OFF, of the control, with 
the new termination control makes printing of the rest of the 
page correct, but when a page break occurs WordStar seems 
to transmit the controls that are still on. This makes the next 
pages print as subscripts. The fix is to put the toggle off 
occurrence of the sub/superscript back and follow it with the 
printer's sub/superscripting terminator control. 

All printing works well now. Pica/Elite changes as ex- 
pected. | even setup the function keys so 0 is a superscript 
lower case “oh” that gives me a degrees symbol ie, 9 
((PTo”PT~PQ). 

Larry Crooks 
Richmond, CA 


Advice Needed 
| wouid like to ask the members if they know of a printer and 
monitor that has a switchable Power Supply 110-220v, 50Hz- 
60Hz. | need both. 
Lawrence C. Yarnall 
USMCAN-Calibration 
Apo, NY 


Notes From a Happy Member ee 
Have been a erie for some time, any your publication 
is, and has been, of more use to me than the Portable Compan- 
jon for which | am not about to pay some four dollars an issue. 
Re page 27 of the July, 1984 issue .... thanks..... now | shall 
quit trying to insert the speed up patch, as my OC-1 has the 80 
n upgrade. ’ 
os age aL i.e. the special function keys to work with 
dBASE Il. Be advised that this seems to work as in 
“Manykey”; a space must be inserted between every char- 
acter (even spaces require three spaces). This is very conve- 
nient when | wish to know all the programs on B drive. Using 
“SETUP, | programmed the following “LIST FILES ON B LIKE 
* * 3.” This seems to work, as with many SFK’s only on a 
cold boot. 

| have discovered it to be quite convenient to use the SFK’s 
with SuperCalc to obtain a printout. | ran out of space, for 
everything that | wanted, but on key “5” | have programmed 
the following: ““/DALLOSS<ESC>Q<ESC>BOP””. With 
two keystrokes using a C. Itoh 8510P Printer, this performs a 
complete printout at 8 LPI in the condensed mode. 

J. Jason Dixon 
Ashtabula, OH 
see eee 8 
BIOS Patch Won't Work with OCC’s 80 Column 

As arecent member, | must express my appreciation to FOG 
for the fine publication. If | don’t get any other benefit from my. 
membership, this would be enough. | would like to see 
FOGHORN printed on better paper stock however, as my issues 
tend to fall apart from overuse. 

On Frank Muennmemann’s article (May ‘84) “Patch OCC 
BIOS to Increase Drive Speeds,” | very carefully followed the 
Steps described, and ended up with a disk that wouldn’t boot. 
My Osborne is originally a single density mode! that was up- 
graded to DD & 80 column at the factory (1.44). Would that 
have anything to do with my problems, or was there some- 
thing left out of the article? 

Carson Graves 

Athens, OH 

[As you have probably read by now, the patch won’t work on 

Osborne 1s that have ihe Osama 80 column upgrade. Da vid] 
ese eee 


Which Version? 


As software matures Osborne users are working with dif- 
ferent versions of popular software, such as WordStar. 
SuperCalc, dBASE, and others. Thus, it is now important to 
include the version number in writing about a patch, neat 
trick, or other matter related to software, because what works 
On one version does not automatically work on another ver- 
Sion or locate at the same bytes in the program. 


Michael Rulison 
Raleigh, NC 
[/ whole heartedly agre 


e. | find this a i i 
BASE II articles, Da vid) Pusan propia With 


Nuevo 80 Column 

For a change | thought that you might like to hear some 
good news about a vendor. | recently bought a Nuevo Electron-- 
ics 80 column card for my DD Blue Case. After a short delay it 
arrived and | installed it. To make a long story short it didn’t 
work. 

It was late in the afternoon of a Tuesday. | contacted Nuevo 
and explained my problem. | was told that they would ship a 
new board first thing in the morning (Wednesday via 2 day 
UPS. Lo and Behold! It arrived on Friday. | installed it and 
everything went as advertised. 

The point, of course, is that Nuevo responded quickly and 
professionally, to a problem that one of their customers had. | 
can only say that in this day and age it is refreshing to do busi- 
ness with a company that seems to care about the customer 
and in so doing they enhance their own image. 

To Nuevo Electronics a very sincere Well Done. 

. Carl 0. Hausler 
Salem, NH 
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The Epson X 


Lost WS files and SAVE 
Not long ago | tri 


ed the technique for saving lost WordStar 
files (BDOS errors) described in the April/ Ma 
sue of the PORTABLE COMPANION. The article says that 
WordStar starts all text at memory hex location, 7321. That is 
true for WordStar 2.26. The address is not the same for 
WordStar 3.3, as | discovered. It is hex 8480 for WordStar 3.3! 
Another comment regarding the technique described. The 
article tells you to “SAVE XX B:FILENAME” in which XX 
equals the number of hex pages to be saved. This apparently 
is not to be ahex number but a decimal number. | found that it 
doesn’t correspond to the decimal number of pages to be save 
either, and I’m not sure of the formula. For example, 04 for 4 
pages resulted in saving less than a page of a four page 
document. 
| did discover a way to check out what has been recovered 
and to save more if necessary. After giving the save command 
and the A> returns, issue a TYPE FILENAME command. Kf all 
of the document isn’t saved, then simply try saving yet more 
pages. One can keep checking with the type command until all 


y 1983 (p.74) is- 


: is recovered. 

For those of us with Epson printers there is a problem in Dennis D. Embry 
that the letter a appears to ee more lightly than the oe of Hamilton, New Zealand 
the alphabet. After many trials, an easy way to correct t is par ; i as 
has been found. First, as | always do, put a “dat beginning of [Several methods for determining the number of “pages” for a 


file to get more letter-like quality. Then type entire letter as you 
would write it, including the “‘x’s”’ as they fall. After the letter 
is finished, return to beginning and use the “QA command. 
Following the “Find” simply type “y” and hit return. Then for 
replace type “Bx"B, and return. Use of the ““G & N” instruc- 
tions for special commands and return will now result in the 
replacement of all “x” letters with “Bx°B and simple printing 
of this will give uniformly dark “ys” throughout the text. 
Otherwise the ‘“‘x” will appear lighter than all other letters, 
whether at the beginning, middle or end of words. (Note this 
first came to my attention when a thesis examiner accepted 
the dot-matrix printer except that the letter “‘x”’ was too light!) 
Henry M. Butzel, PhD 

Schenectady, NY 


eaeeeees 
Exec drive squeal 

A few months after | got my Executive, the left disk drive 
started to make a squealing noise. The noise was present only 
when the drive door was closed and the drive was running. | 
took the computer out of the case and took the cover off the 
disk drive, then | added a small drop of clock oil to the hub 
shaft of the idler wheel, hoping that the oil would work its way 
into the bearings. 

The noise decreased immediately, and in the next week or 
s0, it disappeared completely. No adverse side affects have 
been noticed in the two months since this was done. 

It is very important to refrain from using an excessive 
amount of oil. Otherwise it might get on the spindle and cause 
the diskette to slip. 


Austin Ardoin 
Cupertino, CA 
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TIPS FOR TYROS 


WordStar Made Riciculously 


Simple for Beginners 
® Alan T. Chattaway 


Daybreak Productions, Vancouver, BC 

These short notes are written to make one simple point: 
Anyone can use WordStar, even you. Although it is one of the 
most powerful word processing programs for 
microcomputers, it’s not difficult to learn the basics and start 
using it today. 

These notes assume you're using a version of WordStar 
that's properly installed for your computer and your printer, al- 
though the features and commands described here should 
work the same way on any computer. 


1. COMPUTER OPERATING SYSTEMS 

All I'm going to say about computers at this point is that 
they consist of three parts you can see and one, the most 
important, that you can’t see. You're sitting in front of: 


a. A keyboard — much like a typewriter. 

b. A screen — often called the “terminal” or “CRT”. 

c. A “system unit” — a big box with an on-off switch that’s 
wired to the other parts and has two slots called ‘‘disk 
drives” (usually referred to as “A” and “‘B’’) into which 
you put “floppy disks” on which programs, text and 
other data may be stored. 

d. An OPERATING SYSTEM — in this case I’m assuming 
yours is the one called CP/M (‘control program for 
microprocessors”) — which is the set of instructions 
that make all that “hardware” work together as a 
computer. 


Where is the operating system? If your computer is turned 
off, there isn’t one! When the computer is off, its “memory” 
forgets everything. When you switch it on, all it can do is ask 
you to start it — you'll see a message asking you to start from 
drive A or B (ignore the other choices). Now put a “system 
disk” (a disk with CP/M recorded on it) into drive A (ask some- 
one to show you the right way to do this — it’s quite critical!) 
and press “A”. CP/M will be copied from the disk into the 

computer’s memory, and from now on it knows how to be a 
computer. 

In some cases, you will now see a “directory” (list) of the 
“files” on that disk, followed by the “prompt” symbol “A>”. 
Others will see only “A>”. [In the case of software bundled 
with an Osborne, the application program (SuperCalc, 
WordStar, etc., may be automatically started.] In either case, 


a — it’s the same 
type “DIR” and press RETURN (or ENTER — | 
es) — you can do this anytime you see A> to get the direc- 
tory. 
What are files? Just as a filing cabinet contains papers in 
file folders, so a disk holds data in “files”, each having a 
name. If you use WordStar to write a document, it will be 
stored ina disk file. WordStar itself (when not in use by you) is 
stored in another disk file, and so on. cee . 
(Skip the next paragraph if you already have a formatted 
disk to receive the documents and text you will be writing). 


2. FORMATTING A NEW DISK ; 
There should be a file named “FORMAT.COM” or 


“FORMAT.CMD” (.COM and .CMD mean “command” and in- 
dicates the file contains a program that can be given control of 
the computer to make it do a useful task). This prepares a 
brand new disk so the computer can “write” (record) data on 
it. Puta disk (usually a blank one; if not, remember, eveything 
on the disk will be erased!) in drive B, type FORMAT [or COPY, 


on most Osborne 1s] (not the .COM or .CMD part!) and press . 


RETURN. The disk will turn (the red light will come on to show 
it’s turning) and the program FORMAT.COM will be “loaded” 
— copied into the computer's memory. Just follow the instruc- 
tions on the screen to format the disk in drive B. When you're 
finished, ‘‘exit” from the FORMAT program as it instructs you. 
You should see the A> prompt again; get the directory again 
and carry on! 


3. STARTING WORDSTAR 

One file you should see on the directory is called WS.COM 
or WS.CMD — that’s WordStar! If you now type WS and press 
RETURN you'll make the computer ‘‘load’’ WordStar into its 
Memory. Soon you'll see a “menu” — a list of commands you 
can give WordStar by typing one letter each. Below that will be 


the directory in a slightly different form, with maybe a few ex- 
tra file names. 


4. “LOGGING” THE DISK DRIVE — HOW AND WHY 

Look at the command list. You should see “L” which 
changes the “logged” disk drive (the drive holding the disk on 
which you will store whatever you write). Since WordStar is in 
drive A, the document disk must go in drive B; so put your 
blank, formatted disk in drive B and type L. [If you just did step 
2, then your formatted disk is already in drive B.] WordStar 
will tell you that A is currently the logged drive and ask you to 
type ‘letter, colon, return” to tell it which drive you want to 
log. Type B and press RETURN (the colon is no longer needed). 
The directory display will change, showing which files are on 
the new disk in drive B (none, if it’s a newly formatted disk). 

Note: ALWAYS LOG THE DRIVE AGAIN WHEN YOU CHANGE 
THE ITS DISK or you will NOT be able to store your finished 
document. CP/M knows when you change disks, and won't 
write to one that wasn’t logged: this is to save you from acci- 
dentally writing on the WRONG disk, destroying the files al- 
ready there, But in saving you from that danger, CP/M also 
prevents you from storing the new work you've done — you 
could lose hours of work! Logging the drive tells CP/M you 
know what you’re doing and really want to write to this new 
disk. So don't forget to log the drive! 
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5. STARTING TO WRITE (OR EDIT) A DOCUMENT 

Another command on the starting menu is “H" — this sets 
the level of ‘‘help” you will get. Type H and answer 3 when 
asked what level you want — it will return to the starting 


menu. [3 is the default level — all menues displayed.] Another © 


command shown there is “‘D” — this “gpens” a “Document” 
file so you can write or edit it. Most text should be written as a 
Document. : 

Press D now. WordStar asks you for the document’s name. 
Since you're starting a new document, type any name such as 
“TEST 1” (up to 8 letters long). Press RETURN and the screen 
will change. A new menu will appear , describing all the com- 
mands available that can be typed with ONE ‘control 
character”: . 


6. CONTROL CHARACTERS AND WORDSTAR COMMANDS 

What’s a control character? Well, now that you're actually 
writing, any letter or number you touch becomes part of the 
document. So to tell WordStar this is a command (not a letter), 
you hold down the control key (“CTRL”) while pressing the let- 
ter representing your command. That gives about 26 com- 
mands, which is not enough. So WordStar uses control-d,-K,- 
0,-P, & -0 (usual-ly printed “J, 7K, 70, ~P, *Q) to begin TWO- 
control-character commands. That gives about 150 
commands; in addition, there are other commands that begin 
with a period (called “dot” commands). 

The tremendous number of commands makes this one of 
the most powerful word processors you can get. It also makes 
some people think it’s hard to learn WordStar, but actually you 
can begin simply. ; 

For example, if you've been doing what I’ve said up to now, 
just go ahead and type. A little block moving ahead of your 
words shows where the next letter will appear — it’s called 
the “cursor” (Latin = “asker”). At the end of the line, just 
keep typing — WordStar will automatically “wrap” (move 
down) words to the next line if they are too long for the mar- 
gins, and insert extra spaces to “justify” (straighten) the right 
margin. You press RETURN only at the end of paragraphs — 
not lines, because WordStar takes care of that itself. 

if you never make mistakes, that's really all you'd need to 
learn about WordStar, but of course word processors were in- 


vented to allow corrections — big and small — so that’s the 
next topic. 


7. MAKING SMALL CORRECTIONS 

You can keep typing forever as long as you don’t make any 
mistakes. If, however, you leave out a letter, just move the 
cursor back there (using the four arrow keys to move around 
the screen). Check the top right of the screen. Does it say “IN- 
SERT ON”? (If not, type “V once and it will). Now just type the 
letter you forgot and it will be squeezed between the others. 

Your paragraph will look bumpy at the right because of the 
extra letter; press “B (remember, that's CTRL-B as described 
above) and the paragraph will be “reformed’’. That’s two com- 
mands you already know! Now move back and continue typ- 
ing. Whoops, @ wrong letter! Press the “delete” or ‘‘rubout” 
key (°? also works on many systems) and the LAST letter will 


vanish. That’s 3 commands! What if the cursor is in the mid- 
dle of a word and you want to take out the NEXT letter? Press 
Gto take out the letter the cursor is actually sitting on. That's 
4 commands already — see how easy it is? : 

If you type “V again, you'll see “WNSERT ON” go away. Now 
if you move the cursor on top of an existing word and type, the 
new word “overstrikes” (blots out) the old one. Try it! 

To take out the word following the cursor, use “T. To take 
outa whole line, ~Y. Try them on your test document. That’s 6 
commands so far and you're not having any problems so far. 

When the document gets big, you'll want to move up and 
down by a whole screenful at a time. Try “R to go up and “C to 
go down. (Ris at the top of the keyboard, C at the bottom). To 
go to the top of your document, ~QR, and to the bottom, “aC. 

If the document is big enough to take more than 55 lines, 
WordStar draws a line across the screen and marks a “P” at 
the right to indicate it's starting a new page. (Pages automati- 
cally get numbered when you print the document). 


8. MAKING BIG CHANGES — MOVING “BLOCKS” AROUND 

If you want to move or copy a word, a phrase, a heading, a 
sentence or even several paragraphs or pages to some other 
place in this (or even in a different) document, WordStar can 
doit. First, though, you have to mark the material to be moved 
or copied as a “block”. . 
Place the cursor on the first letter of the block and type “KB. 
A <B> will appear (the first letter of “BLOCK”, which is why 
it marks the start of your block). Now move the cursor to the 
end of the block and then one letter further to the right, and 
type “KK. A <K> will appear (of course) and the block will be 
“highlighted” on the screen. Now move the cursor to the place 
where you want to either move or Copy the block, and type 
“KV (to moVe it) or “KC (to Copy it — you see how the 
mnemonics work?). Or you can delete it with “KY (careful — 
you can never get it back!). 
Should you want to include that block in another document 
later, type “KW (for Write) and you'll be asked for another file 
name. Think of aname (such as “BLOCK” — again, the limit is 
8 characters), type it, and press RETURN. Your block will be 
copied into a separate file, from which it can be copied back 
into another document later. 
To prove this, copy it back now. Put the cursor somewhere 
else in your document and type “KR (for Read). You'll be asked 
for the file name; give WordStar the same name you just used 
to save the block, and it will be copied back from that file into 
your document at the present loaction of the cursor. 
If you can’t remember the file name, this is a good time to 
learn how to see the directory while editing a file. Type “KF 
and the files on your logged disk will be listed at the top of the 
screen. “KF again will turn them off. (If you've followed this 
exercise carefully starting with anew disk, there will probably 
be only the one file that you saved). 


9, SAVING YOUR DOCUMENT 

It's a good idea to save your document to the disk from time 
to time. If there’s a power cut the computer forgets everything 
you've done, but the disk remembers the last thing you saved 
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on it. Type “KS*QP (S for Save) to save the document onto the 
disk without ending the editing session. [The “QP moves the 
cursor back to the position that it was in before the Save.] 
When you've actually finished, type “KD (for Done) to save 
the document and go back to the starting menu. Or if you want 
to abandon the whole mess, type ~KQ (for Quit) — this throws 
away the document and goes back to the starting menu. To 
save the document and get out of WordStar altogether, type 
“KX (for eXit). 


10. PRINTING YOUR DOCUMENT 
Having save the document to disk, you need to print it. 
Make sure the computer is plugged into a printer and both are 
turned on. Make sure there is paper and the printer is “on- 
line” (ready to go). Watch for flashing lights indicating some- 
thing is not ready. 
Start WordStar as before, until you get to the starting menu. 
Put your document disk in drive B and log that drive. Now 
press P (for Print) and WordStar will ask for the document's 
name. Type the name (I suggested TEST1 above, but use the 
fame you actually gave your document), then DO NOT PRESS 
RETURN but instead press ESC (stands for “‘escape”’). After a 
short pause to find the document, WordStar will print it on the 
printer. 

To remove your printed document, make the printer eject 
the page — there may be a FORM FEED button, and it may 
work only when the printer is off-line. Remove your disks, turn 
off the equipment, and feel proud — you did it all by yourself! 

Note that WordStar added’a “page offset” (left margin) 
when it printed the document. Because of this, you can always 
leave the left margin where it is at column 1 when editing. In 
fact, you should not move the left margin unless a special doc- 
ument format calls for it. 


11. FINAL COMMENTS 

Of course there is a LOT more to WordStar. The book 
“WordStar made Easy” is quite good and not too expensive. 
Make use of the built-in help menus, especially the ~J menus 
which go on for several screen frames each and describe 
things in great detail. At the time of writing (May 1984) I’ve 
been using WordStar almost every day for nearly two years 
and I’m still learning about new features. So don’t imagine 
that the one book I mentioned covers everything. The best ap- 
proach is to think to yourself “what feature would | like?” and 

chances are, WordStar already has it. 
When you are proficient in typing and reasonably good with 
WordStar you will find, as | have, that you use it as a tool to 
help you create the document -- there's no more need to make 
rough copies by hand before typing; instead you start by writ- 
ing ‘off the top of your head”, then read it from the screen and 
revise it as you go. When you get to this point, your efficiency 
in writing reports, documents etc. will shoot up. You will often 
find you can start a new document by copying an old one and 
making the necessary changes, rather than starting from 

scratch. That's a great time-saver! 

Play with WordStar; you can’t break anything, and it’s a 
great way to learn. Try all the features and functions listed on 


all the menus. Join a user’s group such as FOG (First Osborne 
Group) where most of the members use WordStar; read its 
magazine and attend its meetings. lf your WordStar disk has a 
file such as “PRINTER.TST” on it, print that, then look into the 
file and see how the special effects are done. You probably 
won't NEED another word processing program for many years 


to come! 
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A Simplified Beginning 
With dBASE Il 


by W. Ragsdale 

For some of us, this column is advanced material. When | 
bought my Osborne, | had little typing skill and almost no 
knowledge of computers. | found the USER’S REFERENCE 
GUIDE more confusing than helpful — with no index, | could 
find all of the things I did not want, but rarely could | find what 
| was looking for. | read that book for two days before | con- 
densed to one page directions for writing a letter using 
WordStar. 

By the time | received my copy of dBASE II, | was reason- 
ably comfortable with my computer. But when | started to try 
to understand this program, it was like a repeat of my first 
experience. | could not even find how to print a file. If | had not 
had help, my dBASE would still be unused. Now that | am 
beginning to be at ease with dBASE, | wonder if anyone out 
there has done nothing with their copy of dBASE because they 
do not feel they want to spend the time and endure the frustra- 
tion required to work with it. If so, maybe | can be of help. 

| have written a one page guide to creating a dBASE report. 


For those of us that started from scratch, this is a way to get 
started. 


1. First you have to CREATE a database file (Read pages 14, 
15, 16, & 17 in Section A of your Osborne dBASE Manual). The 
best way to do this is to DECIDE BEFORE TURNING THE COM- 
PUTER ON what information you want the file to contain and 
how many spaces each field should contain by using a pencil 
and paper. After you have done this and then loaded dBASE 
onto drive A, and entered the requested date, you are ready to 
begin. Type CREATE and follow the prompts on the screen to 
enter your data to the B disc (prefix name of file to be created 
with B:). DO NOT SPECIFY FILE TYPE WITH A SUFFIX. When 
all data has been entered, an extra Carriage return you should 
drop out of file creation mode prematurely, you can reenter 
easily. To bring up the next record type APPEND, but if you 
were only part way through a record you may go back to finish 
by typing EDIT XX (enter the actual record number where | 
have XX). Typos usually can be corrected by backing the 


Cursor with the arrow key and typin f 
below). y and typing over (if not, see 3. 


2. Ifthe data entered to your database file is mixed or not in the 


order tt lat you want it on the report the file sh b i 
before it IS used in a report. Type: : need 


USE B:(Name of database file Created — no suffix) > 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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INDEX ON (Name of field to be used for indexing) TO B: (Name of 
new Index file — no suffix). 


3. Now you are ready to design (and print) your report. Type 
REPORT or, if you wish the report printed, REPORT TO PRINT, 
then follow the prompts on the screen to complete the report 
(on my computer I need to set the margin to 1). All fields in the 
database do not have to be in your report, you select only the 
ones you want. Typos can be corrected by using “H (Control 
H). 

4. Close your files after the report is completed by typing QUIT. 


NOTES: If you are going to use a database that has been in- 
dexed, instead of entries shown in 2. above, you 
would type: USE B: (Database filename) INDEX B: (Index 
filename) 


If the space allotted for fields used in your report exceeds 
70 characters (one line) your report could be difficult to read 
and use. 


Read pages 1, 2, & 3 of Section B of your Osborne dBASE 
Manual for general information. 


Of course there is much more to dBASE, but this will allow 
you to get started without being overpowered by too many 


definitions and instructions. 
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More Than You Wanted to Know 


About WordStar Hyphenation 


by Dick Ezzard 

The question of hyphenation comes up mainly during ~B 
text reforming operations if the hyphen help feature is turned 
on. WordStar uses a “zone” metaphor for controlling 
hyphenation. 

The hyphenation zone is a region extending n characters to 
the left of the right margin. The detault value is 4 characters 
but the number is patchable. If a word doesn’t end before the 
right margin, the hyphen help feature either wraps the entire 
word or suggests a place to hyphenate the word. If you enter a 
hyphen within the zone (up to the right margin) the remainder 
ofthe word will be wrapped. If you decide not to hyphenate the 


Ve 
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word, hit <control> B and the entire word will be wrapped. > 
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Here’s how WordStar uses the zone: When a word will ex- 
tend past the right margin, WordStar looks back n characters 
{the size of the zone) for the word beginning. If the word begins 
within the zone, WordStar wraps the whole word to the next 
line without hyphenation. The narrower the zone (the lower 
you patch the number), the less likely that the word beginning 
will be found and the more likely the chance that hyphenation 
will be attempted. 

The bigger the zone, the more likely WordStar will find the 
word beginning within the zone and wrap the entire word to 
the next line. Therefore, the wider the zone, the more ragged 
the right margin will appear if lines are unjustified. The ulti- 
mate in raggedness is when there is an infinite zone (i.¢., no 
hyphenation) and every word longer than the right margin 
gets wrapped. The advantage of a wide (or infinite) zone is less 
time spent in hyphenating. Most people will therefore prefer to 

leave the hyphen help feature off and will accept a little 

raggedness when editing text for their own purposes. 

When appearance becomes important and output must be 
formatted to impress, justification of the right margin may be 
preferred. If you are justifying your lines, however, use of a big 
hyphen zone will cause more and longer words to wrap whole 
to the next line, making spacey lines. Even if you are not jus- 
tifying, highly formatted output may require the least ragged 
appearance possible for the right margin, which can only be 
attained by hyphenating some words. 

Therefore, if you are justifying and/or preparing text for 
printing with the most even right margin you can attain, go for 
maximum hyphenation. Turn the hyphen help feature on. If de- 
sired, you can make almost every line-ending word a can- 
didate for hyphenation by patching a small number to the 
WordStar program’s hyphenation zone. 

The label for the location to patch is HZONE. The address of 
HZONE for WordStar 2.26 is 0399h and for WordStar 3.3 the 
address is 03C9h. The default value (which will be suitable for 
most people) is 04h. 

When the hyphen help feature is used, WordStar enters 
“soft” hyphens into the file at the stroke of the ‘-” key. (You 
can also enter soft hyphens at any time by turning on the soft 
hyphen entry feature.) 

Soft hyphens are a WordStar peculiarity and may have 

Strange effects on computer systems when files containing 
soft hyphens are not viewed by using a WordStar edit or when 
such files are printed by a method other than use of the 
WordStar print module. For example, on the Osborne 1 when a 
soft hyphen is encountered during listing of a file to the screen 
by the CP/M command “TYPE,” the cursor jumps back to the 
upper left corner of the screen and makes a mish-mash of the 
display. 

WordStar has two kinds of soft hyphens: the printing soft 
hyphen and the non-printing kind. For soft hyphens WordStar 
has appropriated the little-used ASCII characters 1Eh and 
1Fh, designated as the “record separator” and the “unit sepa- 
rator.”” When a soft hyphen is put in a file at the end of a line it 
is saved as a 1Fh and the WordStar print module knows to 
print it out. Soft hyphens at locations other than line endings 


- per for machine application. The fre 


are saved as the 1Eh character and the _— print module 
i hem out completely during printing. 
ats anette soft hyphens is printed bya method other 
than WordStar, what happens to the soft hyphens is prob- 
lematical. In most cases they will print as spaces no matter 
i line they fall. 

ae flee going o be used for other than WordStar pur- 
poses, such as being transmitted by modem or printed bya 
typesetter, it is best to leave soft hyphens out of the file com- 
pletely. That means that if you can get away with it, just leave 
the hyphen help feature always off. i 

So what happens if you have to justify lines or need to keep 
the right margin raggedness down to a minimum but don’t 
want to use soft hyphens? For those rare cases, turn the hy- 
phen help feature on and insert hard hyphens into the file by 
hitting <control> P before you strike the hyphen key. Be 
sure to hold the control key down when you hit the P key and 
be sure to NOT be holding the control key down when you hit 
the hyphen key or else a soft hyphen will go into the file. After 
entering the hard hyphen correctly, hit <control> B to re- 
sume re-forming. 

In conclusion, the best thing to do about WordStar hyphen- 
ation is avoid it completely. But if you have to hyphenate, 
know what kind of hyphens you are putting in the file and be 
aware that the soft hyphen characters are non-standard ASCII 
and may have weird effects when the file is used for non- 
WordStar purposes. If you want to hyphenate more or less of- 
ten than the default value provides, change the HZONE value 
to a larger number (for less frequent hyphenation) or smaller 
(for more frequent hyphenation). That’s “large for less” and 
“mini for more.” 

You may have noticed that all articles submitted to the 
FOGHORN are to be made up with hyphen help OFF, That should 


provide a good clue to what experienced WordStar users think ' 


about WordStar’s hyphens. They avoid ‘em like the plague. 
s 


Accessories Make the Osborne-1 


a Useful Business Computer 


by Frank D. Bullock 

A few weeks ago, the inimitable Dr. Sam Tove, a fellow 
ROCC member, fondly called me another “‘begat(er)” referring 
to GENESIS CHAPTER 5. That expression caused me to inven- 
tory the hardware | have acquired to make the 0-1 meet my 
business requirement, which “begat” the idea to write this 
review. 

} maintain mailing lists for commercial companies, social 
and fraternal organizations of various sizes. The lists varies 
from 3,000 to 20,000 names/ addresses. The printouts differs 
from one up Cheshire to four up Cheshire labels and four up 
Cheshire format on 14 7/8 by 11 white bonded 20 weight pa- 

quency for pri 
from once a month to once a quarter, Hi ewer oe 
ascending numerical Zip code order. To make updating eas 
alphabetical arrangement within zip codes is essential. - 
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Ahard disk subsystem was the only conceivable way to op- 
erate the business. | chose a hard disk subsystem (which twill 
review in another article) which interfaced through my IEEE 
488 (parallel) port. My connection for the printer was lost. 

Thanks to all the local computer dealers and other suppli- 
ers for not having an EPSON MX 100 serial interface cable in 
stock. | am sure | would have purchased the interface cable 
had one been in stock. However, the price quoted and the time 
delay for a special order was incentive to look for a toy with 
greater visibility and utilitarian value, bells and whistles. | 
chose the PRINTER OPTIMIZER manufactured by Applied Cre- 
ative Technology, Inc., 2156 West Northwest Hwy, Suite C- 
303, Dallas Texas 75220 (800)-433-5373. 

The Printer Optimizer is a printer buffer (spooler) and a lot 
more. It is a computer (280 microprocessor) in a box which 
measures 10 1/4” W by 3 1/4” H by 7” D. The front panel 
houses 2 16-button keypad and a 3 character light-emitting 
diode (LED) display. The system can be programmed man- 
ually by the keypad but automatic programming is my pref- 
erence. The LED displays each entry when the keypad is used 
for programming. The other controls on the front panel are a 
light which indicates the unit is on and a pause button, used to 
instantly halt printing except for data that is already in the 
printers’ buffer or to manually program a pause in material 
stored for batch printing. The back panel houses the on/off 
switch, the reset button and the input/output (1/0) ports. The 
standard unit include parallel (Centronics) 1/0 ports and 64K 
of memory. Optional attachments for the Printer Optimizer are: 
1)64K OPTIMEM memory cards. A maximum of four cards my 
be installed to increase memory from the standard 64K to 
262K in 64K increments. 2) OPTICOM which adds a serial in- 
put port and a serial output port to the standard parallel input 
and parallel output ports. 3) OPTICOM + which adds a serial 
input port and two serial output ports to the standard config- 
uration. And 4), OPTISPO which adds two parallel output ports 
to the standard configuration. 

| needed a serial port so | added the Opticom accessory. 
Therefore, | have a parallel and a serial input port and a par- 
allel and a serial output port. The beauty of this arrangement 
is that | can input through the serial port at baud rates from 
410 to 9600 and dump to the printer either parallel or through 
the serial port at baud rates from 110 to 9600. Two computers 
and two printers .. .? Yes, but not simultaneously. Yes, | dump 
from the 0-1 at 9600 bauds using a Baud Rate Generator. The 
instruction manual is a hard cover, three-ring, loose-leaf 
binder containing 8 1/2 by 11 pages. The pages are 20 weight 
or better paper. The documentation is well written, easy to 
understand and give “hands-on” instructions from page one. 
Reading is enjoyable and humor is sprinkled throughout. Re- 
alistically based examples are used in narrative. 

The inner workings have been divided into six functions. 
They are Operations, Floor 100, Floor 200, Floor 300, Floor 
400 and Floor 500. 

The Operations area receive all data transmitted from the 
computer(s). It distributes the data to the printer or to one ofa 
maximum of three printers. Data can be modified, added to or 


September 1984 


deleted in this area. And, printing can be temporarily halted to 
allow paper changing or redirecting the data flow. As data en- 
ters or leaves the Optimizer the LED display shows in decimal 
number (whole thousands) the remaining storage space. The 
minimum storage space is 65,536 bytes. Memory can be ex- 
panded in 65,536 byte increments to a maximum of 262,144 
bytes. | expanded my Optimizer to the maximum memory 
(262K) after printing my first job which amounted to 13,000 

labels. Printer selection and printer pause can be initiated 

manually or automatically (remote) through programming. In 

addition to partitioning the main memory into a maximum of 

four storage areas which can be loaded and emptied indepen- 

dently, many other functions are performed by the Operations 

area. 

Floor 100 is for remote control programming. Up to 99 
SLOTS may be programmed and up to 255 characters may be 
stored ina slot. A programming example for the Epson printer 
is “Press 10 0 EXE” onthe keypad to get into FLOOR 100 pro- 
gramming mode. The manual input for programming slot 1 for 
normal print is “1 = 24 ENT 27 ENT 70 ENT 27 ENT 72 ENT 
STO". To automatically program slot 1, WordStar N mode is 
used to create a non-document file (letter) to be transmitted to 
the Optimizer. Example: 


(F100) 
(1=24,27,70,27,72). 


Floor 200 is for conversion (translation) programming. This §- 
area allow EQUATIONS to be written which take advantage of NX 
the printers full capabilities, especially Dot Matrix printers, 

when used with WordStar, etc. An equation is written which 
uses an uncommon expression on the left side which equal a 
Floor 100 slot or an Operations function on the right side of the 
equal sign. Examples are: “Ss DAISY<” = P1, “JMATRIX[” 
= P2, “MYNAME” = S99 or “g7" = 65. The respective 
conversions are: print on letter quality printer (printer number 
1), print on number 2 printer (dot matrix), print my name and 
address from slot 99 each time the expression “MYNAME is 
encountered and convert ALL lower case a’s into upper case 
A's. 

Floor 300 is the area to store all automatic programming. 
Remember to write the letter in a non-document mode. 

Floor 400 will give a hardcopy listing of all the Floor 100 
and Floor 200 contents. 

Floor 500 allows reprinting and recovery of up to 99 copies 
while one has full use of the computer. 

The Optimizer can be used with a modem if one has the 
Opticom or the Opticom+ option. If the Optimizer is used as a 
modem port it “‘buffers” data (puts it in memory) in one direc- 
tion only. 

Interfacing to serial ports is economical and easy. An EZ 
Configure board for each input/output serial port is provided 
as standard feature. The EZ Configuration boards provide a 
means for directing signals using plug-in jumper wires. This 
allows a “standard” off-the-shelf cable to be used or con- 
figured as the equipment requires. 

The Printer Optimizer meets and exceeds the manufac- 


> 
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turer’s Claim. Installation is easy and straight-forward. It's 
potential is limited only by ones imagination. To say | am sat- 
isfied with this purchase is an understatement. 


Frank D. Bullock is a member of the Affiliated Member Orga- 
nization, Raleigh Osborne Computer Club (ROCC). The group's 


meetings are listed in the CALENDAR section. 
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Some SuperCalc Techniques 


by Jack MacDonald 

Ihave had my Osborne for about a year and a half now, and 
have been a member of FOG since November, 1983. | have 
developed a few techniques for my SuperCalc spreadsheets 
which | find useful, and | decided it was time | contributed-to 
the FOGHORN. These techniques may be so self-evident that 
everyone else is using them, but | have no contact with other 
01 users (other than FOGHORM), so it is hard to know what will 
be useful to others. 

| learned to program on a Hewlett-Packard 9845, which will 
only run BASIC. | developed a series of programs which were 
later translated to a SuperCalc format. For any people who are 
struggling to learn BASIC, my suggestion is to Fecome profi- 
cient with SuperCalc: it is far easier than BASIC, and often as 
powerful. 

The key to SuperCalc’s power is the /X(execute) command 
which allows large procedures to be predefined for your use. 
The spreadsheet | am about to describe will probably not be 
useful to any other readers, but perhaps the techniques will 
be. 


One of my prime uses of SuperCalc is to project for one year 


the areas (‘‘settings”) which are proposed for logging by my 

company. Each setting can contain up to 8 different Species of 

trees, and royalties payable to the government can be one of 
three different rates for each species. All these factors must 
be calculated for the 12 calendar months. 
The spreadsheet has one row for each setting. The 
attributes for each setting are: its name, its total contained 
volume, its tenure code (royalty rate) and its species composi- 
tion expressed as 8 percentages in decimals. This basic data 
area is followed by 12 columns for the 12 calendar months. | 
can experiment with various combinations of logged volume 
from each setting for each month until | come up with the com- 
bination which best suits the budget. The essence of the 
spreadsheet is to take these monthly volumues, multiply them 
by the species composition and subtotal them by tenure 
codes. 

It is basic SuperCalc spreadsheet design to take a partial 
row of numbers and multiply them by a constant to calculate 
another partial row of numbers. The first problem is to take the 
partial row of numbers and multiply them by 12 “constants” 
to come up with 12 different partial rows. This all has to be 
repeated for each setting. 

My first solution was to Create a 13th column as a “buffer”. 
Each month’s data could be in turn copied to the buffer and 
then multiplied by the species percentages. This could be re- 
peated manually for the 12 months -copying each in turn to 


the “buffer” and using the (recalculate) command to do the 
multiplication. 


eg. with the 12 months occupying columns 0 through Z and 
the buffer in Column AA: 


/COAA12! 
/CPAA1©! 
/CQAA1 2! ete. 


This will calculate the species composition of each setting 
with no regard to the tenure code. 

My second solution was to create a 14th column as a sec- 
ond buffer. Data would be transferred from column AA to col- 
umn AB depending on the tenure code. This figure would then 
be used for the actual multiplication. Obviously it would be te- 
dious to do this transfer manually — so let SuperCalc do it for 
you. The IF statement works nicely. 

A cell is set up to enter the tenure we are interested in. Sup- 
pose it is cell AB1. Each subequent entry in column AB is an IF 
statement: 


eg. 
IF(C5=AB1,AA5,0) 
I(C6=AB1,AA6,0) 
IF(C7=AB1,AA7,0) etc. 


Frustrated by Your 


Can't find what you're looking for? 
OSDEX can help. 


OSDEX is the key to your Osborne 1 User's Reference Guide. This 
64-page comprehensive index helps you locate information in the 
user's manual quickly and easily. An easy-to-understand introduc- 
tory chapter explains how the manual is organized and how to find 


the section you want. The cross-referenced index gets you to specific 
topics fast, 


More than 2,000 entries—the most complete index available! 
Companion to the blue user's manual, 


ONLY 8.95 
plus $1.00 postage and handling 
for each book. California 


Periscope Press 


residents add 54¢ tax per book, ae Box 6926 
SPECIAL TO USE R'S anta Barbara, CA 93160 
GROUPS: Buy 5 or more (805) 964-1749 


books, get Postage and handling 
free! 
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where column C contains the tenure code for the setting and 
Column AA is the first buffer described above. This will auto- 
matically transfer the data from column AA to column AB only 
if the tenure code for the setting matches the code entered in 
cell AB1. No match results in a zero. 

The case where all the data must be transfered (total) will 
not work with this system. A code must be devised. Whenever 
| enter a Zero in Cell AB1, the spreadsheet knows | want all 
data transferred regardless of tenure code. 


eg. 

IF{(AB1 =0,AA5,IF(C5=AB1,AA5,0)) 

IF(AB1= 0,AA6,IF(C6=AB1,AAG,0)) 

IF(AB1 =0,AA7,|F(C7 = AB1,AA7,0)) etc. 
where the second “IF” is as described above. The column AB 
is now multiplied by the original apecies percents to get actual 
volume by species. 

By adding a row of SUM commands, | can now calculate the 

- species distribution for any month and tenure code. However, 

my concern is to produce a printed report with subtotals by 
tenure code and a grand total. The copy command again 
comes in useful. A row is set up to accept the subtotals for 
each tenure code plus a separate row for grand totals. The 
copy command moves the SUM row to the specified subtotal 
row. It is important to append the “V” command so that only 
the values and not the formulae are copied. Otherwise the 
subtotals will change with each subsequent recalculation. 

Since our company rounds each of these volume estimates 
to the nearest 100 cubic metres, another series of rows must 
be added to do the subtotal rounding. To round any number to 
the nearest 100, follow this method: 


divide the number by 100 
add 0.5 

take the integer of the result 
multiply by 100 


The rounded numbers can now be summed to determine if the 
rounding has affected the grand total (it often does!). 
Adjusments must be made by hand. 

The thinking part of the budgetting process has been 
accomplished. All that remains is to print out the tables for 
each month: a job best left to a computer on its own without 
operator intervention. All the individual keyboard entries to do 
one complete set of calculations data can be predetermined 
and entered into an X(execute) command file. Use the 
WordStar Non-Document option. Once the commands for one 
month have been determined and entered, the only variable is 
the source column for the transfer to the buffer column. Use 
he block copy command, changing the source column each 
ime. 

The final technique is somewhat peculiar. SuperCalc al- 
ways asks for a keyboard entry at the end of each printed re- 
port. A fully automated system to calcuate all 12 months data 
should not require this operator intervention. If a book is laid 
across the keyboard, or it is laid upside down, SuperCalc will 
accept that as a valid entry and proceed with the next 
X(execute) command. Simple, but it works! Print 66 lines to 
get an automatic line-feed. 


September 1984 


My final spreadsheet is somewhat more complex than | 
have described, but | have tried to explain the essence of the 
techniques. | am really sold on SuperCalc and the X(execute) 
command. It is far easier than programming the same 
funcions in BASIC. Try it--you might like it. 
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The Road to Computer 


Typesetting is Paved With Codes 


by Margaret Regis 

Why Typeset 

There are several reasons to typeset your work. While you 
probably already have some kind of printer (possibly even a 
letter quality printer with proportional spacing), typesetting 
adds quality to what you write. Whether you are publishing a 
newsletter or a book, its appearance will project your image. 
And a typeset document projects a professional image. Type- 
set work is sharper and cleaner than printer generated copy. It 
is also more versatile. You can use a variety of type sizes and 
styles in a single publication. 


Costs 

Typesetting may not cost as much as you think either. By 
transferring data directly from your Osborne and entering 
typesetting codes, you can save 10-50% over normal typeset- 
ting costs. 

Generally, a document comes to the typesetter on a typed 
page with notes indicating which type styles and sizes to use. 
The typesetter rekeys the copy on his/her machine and em- 
beds codes in the text to indicate type style, type size, and line 
length. By transferring data to the typesetter that you have al- 
ready keyed and coded on your computer, you save the type- 
setter valuable time. And this translates into a money savings 
for you. 


Type Styles and Sizes 

There are many styles and sizes of type. Your typesetter 
will have a sheet showing which type fonts he or she has. (See 
example 1) The type style you choose will determine the look 
of your material. Bold type faces can emphasize titles and key 
phrases. Italics can be used to show dynamism or urgency. 
Type styles (such as Times Roman) with serifs or “feet” at the 
bottom of the letters have a traditional look. Whereas san serif 
type (like Helvetica) may look more modern. . 

In addition to the style of type, you may also choose from a 
variety of sizes. Type size is measured in points. (See example 
2) Depending on your text, you might use 10 point type for the 
body of your document, 12 point type for subheadings and 14 
or 18 point type for a headline. The combinations are endless. 


Helvetica 


Bauhaus Medium 
Palatino Roman 


Benquiat Book 
1. Times Roman 
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HEX HEX HEX 


12 POINT 18 POINT TYPE 24 POINT TYPE 


HEX 


7 POINT 


2. 


Line Length and Leading 

Other considerations on your layout are line length and 
leading. Typesetters measure line length (column width) in pi- 
cas. There are 6 picas to an inch. For example, FOGHORN is 
laid out in columns with a line length of 20 picas each. If you 
don’t have a pica rule, your typesetter can help you determine 
line length. 

Leading is the distance between the top of one line and the 
bottom of the next. Typesetters specify this distance so that 
type lines don’t overlap. Leading is usually the same size or 
one size larger than your type size. For example, a line using 
10 point type would probably use a leading of 12. This is writ- 
ten like this: 10/12. 

Don’t worry if you don’t understand leading or point sizes. 
Show your typesetter a sample of what you want your text to 
look like and he or she will help you determine the particulars. 


Coding 

Once you have a visual idea of what your typeset document 
will look like you are ready to start typing. Using Wordstar, en- 
ter your text in N (non-document) or D (document) mode. N 
mode is best because it keeps the text as clean as possible for 
the typesetter. 

Enter your data in straight form, without embedding 
Wordstar dot or print commands in the text (do not use com- 
mands such as “PB for bold, “PS for underlining, etc. The 
typesetter has different codes for these.) If you use ~B to re- 
form paragraphs, turn off hyphen help. Hit the RETURN key 
immediately at the end each paragraph or record (if there is 
Space before your carriage return you may have problems.) 
Put picture captions and footnotes into a separate file. 

When your text is entered, you have two choices: 


1) Take it to the typesetter as is. Let them do the coding. 


2) Do part or all the typesetting codes yourself. 


If you decide to save yourself some money and do the cod- 
ing yourself, talk to your typesetter and find out what codes to 
enter and where. Basically, typesetting codes tell the com- 
puter when to change type style, point size and leading, line 
Jength and indentions. 

Most typesetters employ a seldom used character such as 
@ or \ in their coding. Your file may start out with a String of 
codes telling the computer what typestyles, point sizes and 
leading are being used throughout the text. Then, when there 
is a change in style or size, a shorter code with the new in- 
structions is entered at that place in the document. 
For example, suppose you are writing an article and want 
the title set in 18 point Helvetica Light and the text in 11 point 
Palatino type. You might code the title something like this: 


@b1@p18TITLE OF THE ARTICLE@c1@p11 
The @b1 tells the typesetting machine to use Helvetica Light 


i i title, you 
and @p18 tells it to use 18 point type. After the Yt 
sae text type: @c11 for Palatino and @p11 for 11 point 
type. no 
icoding throughout the file will be similar. For example, to 
print a line in italics you might code it as follows: 


@c2Line in italics@ct 


This time the point size doesn’t change. @c2 tells the machine 
to print in Palatino Italic type and @c1 changes it back to 
regular Palatino type. ene & 

Typesetters usually also require some indication of inden- 
tions. Since the data will be strung together on the typesetting 
machine, blank spaces (indentions) will not show up. These 
may be indicated with something as simple as > > >>> to 
indent 5 spaces, or may be a code such as <I5>. 

This is just a sample of ‘what typesetting codes are like. 
They’re not difficult to learn but they are different for each 
typesetter. Be sure to check with your own typesetter for 
his/her coding system. If it seems confusing, remember, you 
can do as much or as litile as you like (and let the typesetter 
finish for you.) 


Transferring Data 

When your text is completely prepared for the typesetter 
(with as much or as little coding as you have agreed to do) you 
are ready to transfer it to the typesetter. First however, print 
out a copy of your text and mark it with any special instruc- 
tions you have for the typesetter. Since your text will be al- 
tered as coding is completed, the typesetter may want to refer 
to the hard copy. 

You can transfer data to the typesetter several ways: 


1) If your typesetter has an Osborne or similar machine, take 
or send in your files on disk. The files can be transferred to 
the typesetting machine using a utility such as PIP or a pro- 
gram like Modem7, LYNC, etc. (or sometimes a combination 
of programs.) 


2) Take your computer to the typesetter’s office and transfer 
your files as described above. 


3) Send your data via modem using Modem? or whichever 
modem program your typesetter recommends. Modeming 
may be the most efficient means, especially for long dis- 
tance typesetting, but you run the risk of losing data due to 
poor phone lines or interruptions in transmission. 


Like coding, the transfer of data is individual to your type- 
setter and will depend on the equipment he or she has. Talk to 
Ls typesetter first to find out the best way to transfer your 
iles, 

The Final Product 


In the end you have a beautiful professional looking docu- 
ment ready for the printer. After you have been through the 
typesetting process once it will become easy for you. You'll 
find yourself experimenting with new type Styles and sizes. 
And coding will become as familiar as using Wordstar or 
SuperCalc commands. Your Osborne provides you with a valu- 
able asset: a way to produce top quality copy through typeset- 
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ting, and save money at it too. 


[Margaret Regis is the author of OSDEX: A Comprehensive In- 
dex to the Osborne 1 User’s Manual available for $8.95 plus 
1.00 postage and handling from Periscope Press, P.0. Box 
6926, Santa Barbara, CA 93160.] 


Encripting Made Easy 
by Ralph Totman 
Here is a short program which might be of interest to any- 
one who likes secret codes or who, in fact, has a need to 
communicate in code with somebody else. It is called Hogg’s 
Code and dates from the First World War.(You remember; the 
war to end all wars!) : 


JE OOO IE OE 


** Program *“HOGGCODE'* Version 1.0 ** 
** Written by R. TOTMAN, Apr 1983 ** 


GeO OOF IO GIO IO RIO IO a RIE ae 


10° 
15° 
20° 
25° 
30° 
90 PRINT CHR$(26) 

92 PRINT" **** Program HOGGCODE ****"* 

93 PRINT: PRINT a ‘ 

96 PRINT’ ‘Program codes and decodes messages using Hogg’s** 

97 PRINT’ ‘secret code from the First World War."* :PRINT 

245 PRINT’ ‘ENTER KEYWORD OF YOUR CHOICE. LONGER THE BETTER. ** 
220 INPUT’ ‘Must be same for coding and decoding. ** :K$:PRINT 

230 L=LEN(K$) 

240 DIM K(L) 

250 FOR X=1 TOL 

260 K(X)=ASC(MID$(K$.X)) 

270 NEXT X 

280 INPUT’ * ENCODE OR DECODE? ENTER E OR D **; A$ 

290 IF A$='‘E’' THEN 400 ELSE IF A$=’‘D'' THEN 500 ELSE 300 

300 PRINT’ "ENTER E OR D ONLY, OR CONTROL C TO LEAVE.'* : GOTO 280 
400 PRINT : 

410 PRINT’ ‘START ENTERING MESSAGE TO BE ENCODED. ** 

415 PRINT’*PRESS ESC TO LEAVE CODING & RETURN TO COMMAND 
LEVEL. ‘* :PRINT 

420 FOR X=1 TOL 

425 B$=INPUT$(1) : IF ASC(B$)=27 THEN 999 

430 C=ASC(B$)-K(X)+65 

440 IF C(32 THEN C=C+59 

450 PRINT CHR$(C); 

455 LPRINT CHRS(C); 

460 NEXT X 

470 GOTO 420 

500 PRINT : PRINT ; 

510 PRINT’ START ENTERING CODED MESSAGE FOR DECODING. *' 

515 PRINT’ ‘PRESS ESC TO LEAVE DECODING. ’' :PRINT 

520 FOR X=1 TOL 

530 B$=INPUT$(1) : IF ASC(B$)=27 THEN 999 

540 C=ASC(B$)+K(X)-65 

550 IF C)90 THEN C=C-59 

560 PRINT CHR$(C); 

565 LPRINT CHR$(C): 
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570 NEXT X 
580 GOTO 520 
999 END 


Sender and receiver need to have a common keyword, pref- 
erably one with at least ten letters in it and, if possible, no let- 
ters repeated. Such a word might be “COMPUTERS” for 
example. Now imagine, if you will, the letters of the alphabet 
written out twice in a straight line 52 columns long. Under- 
neath this line imagine a movable strip of paper with the al- 
phabet written out once. The first letter of our keyword was C 
$0 we align the A of the movable strip under the first C of the 
long line above and read the coded first letter of our message 
under the actual letter in the top line. Next move the lower strip 
go that the A is under the next letter of the keyword, O in our 
example, and read the next coded letter of the message under 
the actual letter in the top line. And so on. Tedious to do by 
hand for a message of any length but quite simple to do by 
computer. The following listing encodes and decodes mes- 
sages and uses the punctuation characters in addition to the 
letters to make the message even more 
incomprehensible.(Now there is a keyword for you.) It would 
be quite easy to communicate by modem and have the pro- 
gram decode directly as received. Anyone else receiving the 
message by tapping into your phone, line would receive 
garbage. 

Here’s a short message using the above keyword: 

U74;:aj07571;0? 

Happy coding. 


Tab Trick 
When you hit the TAB key WordStar throws in a hard car- 
riage return along with a tab if there is no further tab on the 
line you are working on and moves the cursor to the first tab 
setting on the next line. In some instances this can be annoy- 
ing if you think you haven't passed the last tab, but you have. 
But you may be able to use it to your advantage, too. If you are 
using indented paragraphs without an extra carriage return 
between the paragraphs, you can omit the carriage return at 
the end of the paragraph and simply hit the tab key or CTRL I. 
To do this effectively, you have to be beyond the last tab set- 
ting on the line when you hit the tab key, so it is best to set up a 
format with just a tab at 5 or wherever you need one. 
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The First Osborne Group (FOG) does not endorse any of the 
products advertised In this publication. FOG does not verify the accu- 
racy of the claims in any of the ads. You should thoroughly inves- 
tigate any offers before buying. 

Please let FOG know of any difficulties encountered. Send all de- 
tails, in writing, to the FOG office at P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 


help. 

Al articles contained in these pages are the views on the authors. 
Publication does not necessarily indicate endorsement by FOG, the 
FOGHORN, or any of the officers. 


94015-0474, U.S. A. We can't promise a solution, but we will try to ~ 
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exe HAS DAWNED 


FOR YOUR 


OsBORNE ONE 


THE DOUBLE DENSITY UPGRADE 


*Totally compatible with the factory version 
double density. 
sat *Provides a full 183K of data storage per 
et disk. 

ee », *Optional power cable assembly permits use 

i of “standard” (non-Osborne) disk drives. 
~~ *File sizes in 1K increments. 

a *Disk drive diagnostic program included. 
} *Upgradeable to double-sided double 
‘ density! 
fi Only $150. Add$15 for optional power cable 

assembly. 


THE 80 COLUMN UPGRADE AND 
THE DOUBLE DENSITY UPGRADE 
PROUDLY CARRY THE FACTORY 
ENDORSEMENT 


APPROVED OSBORNE? 
5 ACCESSORY 


The 80 Column Upgrade and the Double Densit 
in mind. Except for the optional baud rate generat 
soldering required. Both kits are complete and feature detailed instr 


Special bonus offer! MEDIA MASTER by DG/Systems. Gives 
access to program and data files in over twenty disk formats, A $ 


purchase of either Upgrade. 


y Upgrade were desi 
Or available with the 


ADVERTISEMENT 


3 ——_— 3 


THE 60 COLUMN UPGRADE 


*Eighty column standard display. 

*Compatible with all Osborne One software. 

*No loss of horizontal scrolling capabilities. 

*Excellent resolution, even onthe internal 
screen. : . 

*Selectable cursor. Underline or reverse video 


block with no blink, slow blink or fast blink Six : > 
choices! * 
_*Full screen reverse video capability (jumper 


selectable), 
*Reverse video block capability, instead of 
underline (jumper selectable). 
*Composite video output included. No more 
adapters required! 

“Optional baud rate generator provides 16 
baud rates from 50 to 19.2K baud. 


Only $250. Add $30 for Optional baud rate 
generator. 


gned with the non-technical user 
80 Column Upgrade, there is NO 
uctions with installation Photos. 


your double density Osborne instant 
34.95 retail value, only $10 with the 


a To Order Call or Write: 
eS NUEVO ELECTRONICS CORPORATION <_ 
a P. 0. BOX 209, RICHMOND, TEXAS 77469 (713) 499-451 Pa 
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OSGLAS 


by Author Unknown 
OSGLAS, General Ledger Accounting System by Sheldon W. 
Philips & Brian L. King, Wadsworth Electronic Publishing 
Company, $ 19.95 


OSGLAS (an acronym for OSborne General Ledger Account- 
ing System), is a basic bookeeping system using SuperCalc. 
The authors give step-by-step instructions to enable you to 
create a General Ledger accounting system that can be 
adapted to any particular business. It is a well written in- 
troduction for anyone who wants a simple bookeeping system 
and is willing to give the time and effort to writing their own 
Supecalc templates and program. The publishers will supply a 
disc with all the templates given in the book for $29.95. This 
saves the time of entering them yourself. However, | did my 
own because the book examples were so different from the 
business | was dealing with. So, read the book before you buy 
the templates. Also, if you do the entries yourself you get a 
much better feel for the process involved and how it works. It 
does take some time to set it up; it took me about two weeks 
working in the evenings to get the whole thing working well, 
bug-free. In the first business | set it up for there are 25 asset 
accounts, 13 revenue accounts, and 30 expense accounts, as 
well as two small funds with 10 accounts each. At the end you 
have a good understanding of how your computer bookeeping 
system works, Once the system is set up, it goes a lot faster 
than manual bookeeping ( what used to take one to two days at 
the end of the month now takes only half a day). It helps to 
have a little bookeeping background. | would advise anyone 
who thinks to put their business on a computer to only do it 
when the manual system is working well. The instructions are 
often repetitive, but this approach makes it easy to follow and 
check any mistakes. The authors show how to set up the basic 
templates: Cash receipts, cash disbusements, inventory 
adjustment, accounts payable and general journal, as well as 
summaries that are derived from these entries: a general led- 
ger posting summary, balance sheet and income statement. 
There is no accounts receivable program. Another book has 
been advertised by the same publisher (Accounts Receivable 
for Osborne), but my local bookstore called them and they 
didn’t know anything about another volume. | hope the title 
hasn't been cancelled because of Osborne’s problems. 

The Execute command ‘x’ in the SuperCalc program is the 
key to the whole system. The program in the book takes the 
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General Ledger Posting Summary and prepares an Income 
Statement and Balance Sheet for printing. | adapted this and 
wrote two programs, a short (24 line) START program which 
updates all the journal, general ledger summary and state- 
ment templates each month, giving them the current month’s 
dates. New dates update this program each month, and then it 
is run before any journal entries are made. The second pro- 
gram, FINISH, takes the journal summaries and makes the 
General Ledger Posting Summary, Income Statement & Bal- 

ance Sheet. Each journal has to be balanced before the pro- 

gram is run, and once this is done you just sit back and watch 

the program run — ours takes about 3 minutes and then the 

statements are complete. Not having had monthly statements 

before this is a real treat, especially knowing what that takes 

manually. 

If you have many accounts, this system can be time- 
consuming. The journal templates automatically total the ma- 
jor accounts which have columns for them, and these totals 
are then automatically transferred to the memo GL summary, 
ready for the General Ledger Posting summary. However, if 
you have a lot of entries that are not in the main accounts it 
can get time-consuming to transfer them over manually. We 
use a blank chart of accounts sheet and simply write down 
cell numbers as an interim and then transfer the cell numbers 
to the GL summary column. 

If you make a mistake and realise it after you've saved a 
journal template on the disk it is a hassle, because the tem- 
plate is only saved with its values, not all the formulas. The 
Xecute program doesn’t run with SuperCale files that have for- 
mulas in them. If you want to change a journal template after it 
has been saved, you have to go back and make the changes 
and re-balance your journal manually, or else take a blank 
journal template with the formulas in and transfer the block 
with your entries into that. Then any general ledger memo en- 
tries have to be reentered. If this all sounds involved, don't 
worry, it will be clear when you try it. 

Basically | like the setup. | know how it works and can fix 
bugs myself. The SuperCalc program has a lot of flexibility; it 
can be adapted for almost any situation easily. | am just start- 
ing to use it on a set of accounts that includes exchange ac- 
counts in U.S. & Canadian funds — | understand that most 
off-the-shelf accounting systems cannot handle this without 
expensive customising and SuperCalc does it easily. 

| haven’t worked with other accounting software, so I don’t 
know how it compares to others, however for $19.95 | think it 
is well worth it, if you are willing to putin the time and effort to 
write or adapt the templates. I've kept the manual ledger as a 
back-up, transferring totals from the General Ledger Summary 
printout. This way it is easy to go back to a manual system at 
short notice if there are computer problems. For someone with 
an Osborne and a small business, OSGLAS is a good 


investment. 
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HARDWARE REVIEWS 


Printer Optimizer 
by Tom Graves 


PRINTER OPTIMIZER. ($499) Applied Creative Technology, 


Inc., 2156 W. Northwest Hwy, Suite 303, Dallas, TX 75220. 
The Printer Optimizer is a smart printer buffer. In its basic form 
you get a buffer which will store up to 64K of material which it 
will feed to your printer. It has a system reset, memory reset 
and pause controls, an alphanumeric display and a pilot light. 
The power supply is in a separate transformer box which 
plugs into the wall. The last item on the front of the unit tells 
you that this is not an ordinary buffer: a keypad. : 

The Printer Optimizer has a Z80 and 2K of RAM with the 

RAM being kept refreshed with an internal battery or the line 
cord. There are several programmable functions which are 
useful. First, you can program printer commands so that you 
can change fonts, send form feeds, or even special words. The 
manual has examples of programing the Optimizer for menu 
control for several popular printers. 

Next, you can program translations. You can tell it to 
change all “Control-Q’s” to “Control-C’s,” for example. You 
can have one character converted into a string. You can have 
words (used as mnemonics) converted into printer codes. Get 
the idea? 

Moving on, You can do all this programing by entering the 
information from the keyboard or you can enter it from a disk 
file. If you enter from the keyboard, the LED readout echoes 
your input. It is easy to back out of an entry if you make a mis- 
take. Once entered, you can get a printout of your programed 
functions by running the diagnostic routine which also veri- 
fies that the buffer is working. 

Printing up to 99 copies of a document is easy, but you have 
to remember to clear the buffer memory before you load what 
you want multiple copies of. Otherwise, everything in the 

memory will get reprinted. You can search through the buffer 
memory and start printing wherever you want, although the 
search technique is awkward. If you do not need the eighth bit, 
you can also take advantage of space compression. 

The Optimizer is also expandable. It comes with 64K of 

buffer memory which is expandable to 256K. The display 
shows the number of bits rounded off to the next lowest thou- 
sand, so the basic unit reads 65 while a fully loaded unit reads 
262. The memory expansions come on easily installed boards. 
The basic unit comes set up for one parallel computer and one 
parallel printer. It is possible to wire the unit for a serial-com- 
puter and there are three output boards which will allow var- 
ious combinations of serial and parallel printer outputs. Only 
one output board may be installed. | have my unit set up for 
three parallel printers. The printers may be selected from the 
keyboard or via software commands using the translation 
feature. 


There are some things | do not like. Like many printers, sev- 
eral options must be set by changing settings ona DIP switch 
hidden away inside the main unit. Why can't people place the 
switches outside where they can be easily changed and/or 
make the changes software controllable. The Daisywriter 
printer has done both, so they are possible. Another small 
problem is that they only way to turn off the translation equa- 
tions is to erase them. They then have to be re-entered next 
time you want them. It seems there should be a software 
switch around this problem, although being able to enter 
codes from a disk file makes things a little easier. At first, | 
thought the PAUSE button too small, although it fits the 
aesthetics of the front panel. Either it has grown or | have got- 
ten used to it for it’s size no longer bothers me. The Optimizer 
comes with a one year warranty with a hitch. The warranty 
begins on the shipping date from the factory. This is not a 
problem for those who buy direct, but the life of the warranty 
is ticking away as units sit on dealer's shelves. | do not see 
why they cannot start the warranty from the date of purchase 
by the final end-user. My last complaint is that the transformer 
makes a noticable hum. 

The price of the Optimizer is steeper than other 64K buffers, 
but between being able to send printer codes from the buffer, 
being able to select printers, being able to translate codes be- 
tween printers, and being able to make reprints has made the 


buffer, in my opinion, pay for itself. 
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More on the Real Time 


'” Clock for the Ozzie 


| by Tom Choate 
This is a follow-up article to David Haldeman’s first review 


of the RT-60A Real Time Clock, from JG Communications, 
Tucson, AZ. P 


When | read David's article in the April, 1984 FOGHORN, \- 


was motivated to buy the device, but a little nervous about 
how much of a bother it would be to install and how useful it 
would be to me. This article hopefully answers these ques- 
tions for other potential buyers of the RT-60A. 

I mailed my order on March 13th from Maryland. It arrived 
on May 4th. | received a card, dated march 23rd, from JG 
Communications which acknowledged my order and stated 
that my clock would be shipped in three weeks. | called atter 


Communications. 


When the device arrived, it was i i 
A ' packed in a padded “Ji 
Bag ", with cardboard backer, in good shape. The rime 

tion is clearly written and easy to follow. 
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Installing the physical device in my Osborne 1 took about 
three minutes. The circuit board slides under the IEEE port. 
With its protective plastic pouch, the fit is tight, but not dif- 
ficult. | then started to follow the software installation 
instructions... , 

The clock comes with its own installation disk having 
numerous files on it. You need to provide a second disk with 
three standard CP/M programs (supplied with all Osbornes): 
MOVCPM.COM, SYSGEN.COM, and SUBMIT.COM. Since | keep 
all these programs on my (double density) system utility disk- 
atte, | just put it in Drive “A” and the clock installation disk in 
Drive B”. | then ran the specified SUBMIT file INSTALL and it 
did the rest. It moves the CP/M system down in memory, 
causes it to call a new program (CLOCK.COM, which is called 
whenever the system is booted), saves it, and leaves the sys- 
tem with SYSGEN in memory, ready to initialize all your 
diskettes. 

The only trouble | encountered at this point was with the 
version. of MOVCPM.COM | was using. The documentation 
leads you to believe that if you have the wrong version (.¢., 
single density) of MOVCPM.COM, that you will receive a “SYN- 
CHRONIZATION ERROR” message to indicate the wrong ver- 
sion is in use. In my case, this was not so. | (apparently) had 
the single density version of MOVCPM.COM, yet received no 
error message; however, when | could not boot the new op- 
erating system, it was obvious that something was wrong. 
When | dug out my distribution disk copy of MOVCPM.COM 
which came with the double density upgrade to my Ozzie and 
PIP’d it over the troublesome version, all my problems 
disappeared. 

Having installed a new operating system on several disk- 
ettes, | then finished the rest of the installation procedures. 
The next step is to place a copy of CLOCK.COM on each disk- 
ette. This program is executed whenever the system is booted 
to see the clock’s logic. | then ran a program, INIT.COM, to re- 
write the disk’s directory to allow for date-time “stamping” 
(one of the main reasons for my acquiring this clock). 
INIT.COM rewrites an existing [directory (?)] without touching 
it’s contents, so it is easy to use. The only drawback (if you 
have many small files per disk) is that you are limited to 48 file 
names per disk. Single density Ozzie owners will never notice 
this limit, but there may be some double density Ozzie owners 
who may miss the ability to reference the additional twelve file 
names on the same disk. 

The next step is to set the clock itself and to establish sev- 
eral useful options. Setting the clock requires the use of the 
MBASIC.COM software, so | recommend PIPing it onto the 
copy of the disk supplied by JG Communications before you 
start. The program which sets the clock and the many valu- 
able options is called CLKSET.BAS. The program effectively 
prompts you through the clock-setting process. The only 
additional “‘device” you need is a piece of metal (such as the 
paperclip which JG Communications provides for clipping the 
invoice to the instruction booklet) to short two metal pins 
found on the left side of the clock plug. Having followed the 
steps to set the clock, you are asked if you want to change the 
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clock’s display format. If you desire, you can alter the display 
of the clock's day, month and year format and position on the 
the screen. In addition, you can also specify: (a) a logon pass- 
word; (b)a title to be displayed on line one of the screen upon 
cold and/or warm boot; and, (c) the ’.COM” program to be ex- 
ecuted once the CLOCK.COM has terminated! The software 
also allows you to specify a default and two alternate display 
formats (in terms of time and date format and display loca- 

tion), so one gets the impression that the vendors of this hard- 

ware and software tried hard to provide a user-oriented 

product! 

The product also comes with a customized version of 
XDIR.COM, which provides the date that each file was created, 
plus the date and when it was last modified. Not only does this 
version of XDIR.COM offer all the standard version’s features 
plus date and time stamps, it occupies 1K less disk space (2K 
versus 3K). 

To speed up the initialization of the rest of your disks in your 
library, | found that the following steps help to expedite the 
process: 


1. PIP a copy of the JG Communication’s version of XDIR.COM 
onto the initialization disk. 


2. PIP a copy of the JG Communication’s INIT.COM onto the 
initialization disk. 

3. Using the standard Osborne-provided SETUP.COM utility, 
set the first three function keys on the numeric pad to: 


Key 0 as: PIP B:=CLOCK.COM 
Key 1 as: INIT 
Key 2 as: PIP B:=XDIR.COM 


You could also set up an XSUB file so that a copy of the 
modified operating system was SYSGEN’d to the disk to be ini- 
tialized on Drive B, followed by the functions | set for keys 
Zero through Two. 


4. PIP a copy of the MBASIC interpreter onto the clock utility 
program disk (along with a modified version of the operat- 
ing system) and use the CLKSET.BAS program to execute 
MBASIC CLKSET whenever the disk is cold-booted. This is 
useful because the commonest reason to use this disk after 
the first modification of the operating system is to modify 
time, date, disk title, password and auto-boot program ex- 
ecution parameters on specific disks. 


The only minor nuisance some users may experience with 
the clock device is that if a printer is connected to the IEEE- 
488 port shared with the clock, the printer (at least my COEX 
F/T) must be left on. The clock display is not valid if the 
printer is off. | don't find that this is a problem, since | con- 
stantly use my printer and leave it on at all times. If you do not 
want to leave your printer on because you use it infrequently, 
then you would have to disconnect it. When disconnecting the 
printer, you apparently have to be careful to ground yourself 
first, for the documentation accompanying the clock stresses 
that the device is vulnerable to static electricity when being 


handled. 
> 
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As mentioned in the previous article, the product offers date 
and time MBASIC displays via “D” and “T” references with 
an “‘at” sign prefix and is compatible with WORDSTAR and 
SUPERCALC. 

In short, the RT-60A Real Time Clock is a quality product. | 


encourage you to seriously consider acquiring it. ' 
sees e088 


Battery Power 


by Chuck Bollinger 

Alittle over one year ago, after receiving my brown-case 0z 

back from its 80-character upgrade, | purchased an external 

monitor for it. Until that time, the 52-character screen had not 
proved difficult to read, but the halfwidth characters were far 
to small. 

Once the monitor was available, the machine no longer 
rested on the keyboard, but lay flat, with the monitor on top. 
This worked out nicely, but at the same time | noticed an 
alarming elevation of temperature in the disk pockets, and 
disks removed from the drives were hot. Whether this was due 
to the change in the machine’s angle, preventing some 
convection of heat, became less important than correcting it. 

There had been articles, from time-to-time, about cooling 
fans for the brown case units, but | couldn't remember when 
and where | had seen them. | took the computer to a friendly 
Clinic and had it X-rayed, to get an idea of clearances. It 
turned out that there is a space, behind the left disk drive in 

__ the rear, where a small “whisper” fan might fit. 

| \had also heard horror stories about electromagnetic inter- 
y ference from adjacent electrical equipment. What would hap- 
y pen to me, a non-technical type, if my cut hole and installation 
/ resulted in “BDOS error etc. “' for the rest of my life? The fan 
was kept as a last resort. 

About that time a brochure arrived in the mail from BITS 

Power Systems, Inc. | knew that they had a battery pack, but | 
had never been interested in taking the computer on camping 
trips. This time, however, they advertised the BITS POWER 
CONVERTER-OSBORNE 1, which is a simple-appearing box 
with a cigarette-lighter plug at one end, and a plug for the 
Osborne battery socket on the other. It attaches to the right 
side of the computer with Velcro strips. This is not only conve- 
nient, it is a Safety measure, since once installed the cord to 
the computer will not reach over to the modem socket. That 
avoids a brief but spectacular light show. 

For the other end, | went to our local “Budget Battery and 
Venetian Blind” store for a battery. What | got is a 
“lightweight”, but cost only $ 20.00 and serves well. it rests 
on the floor below the computer table. A Schauer 2-amp 
charger is (now) on almost constantly. That cost about $ 
35.00, | recall (I had it around the house) though | think a 
trickle charger can be purchased cheaply and would do as 
well. 

The final piece of the installation was a socket and wire 
purchased from Radio Shack. It came as an extension, with a 
plug and socket, for TV’s and such which have cigarette plug 
connectors, but whose cord is too short. | cut off the plug, and 
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attached the wires to the posts of my cheap battery using ma- 
rine adapters, which can be purchased at any boat supply 
store. These are devices which slip over the posts and have a 
bolt and wing-nut for attaching wires and connectors. 

The BITS unit itself is totally sparse. All there is, besides 
the wires, is an on-off switch and a fuse holder. | would be 
happier with a little LED to show that it is turned on. As a 
precaution, | keep a meter attached so that | can tell when the 
battery is going down. That can happen if the charger is 
turned off and only turned on when the computer is using it, or 
if you use the computer for a long session. The computer 
draws about 4 amps, and my 2-amp charger: can’t keep up 
with it. But sometimes we leave the house and | don’t like to 
have the charger on unattended, as a possible fire source. If | 
am getting behind, it is important to know. 

What happens at such times is that the voltage, which has 
been about 12.5 vdc, SUDDENLY drops to about 11. One has to 
be paying attention, and that is difficult. But there are other 
cues: One is that, in WordStar, the ruler line, which is usually 
low-density, develops a “pox”, with high-density spots. Then, 
in the text, paragraphs will tend to slant and look a little like 
Italics. If this is ignored, the situation is liable to be made clear 
on the next disk access. 

Otherwise, the computer works just as it should with one 
exception (which may be peculiar to my machine): The B drive 
cannot be used to COPY or FORMAT, because the high use 
makes it chatter (I have a feeling that my drive draws a shade 
more Current than it should). Italso does not forgive if one tries 
to access an unformatted disk in B. It begins chattering and 
keeps it up. This is a minor inconvenience. If am formatting a 
bunch of disks and really want to bounce back and forth, I can 
plug in to 110. Copying, of course, is no problem: just put the 
source always in B. 

The beauty part happened soon after | put it all together: 
Our whole family likes to cook, and so we frequently are in the 
kitchen together and using appliances all at once, and every 
So often we “collide” and trip a breaker. 

This was the case one evening: | had left a WordStar file to 
tend to some little thing that | had going in the kitchen, and the 
circuit went. My study is on the same circuit. With sinking 
heart, | poked my head out of the kitchen and saw the terrible 
blank monitor, : 
ie tee ae ie reset the breaker and, as | watched, 
aren a ee coe came back on, with WordStar 

Bt te thie aa 1 otally unruffled by the experience. 

y | will not admit to kissing the power 


converter. 
Seeeann ® 
OSCOOL Fan Review 
b Ron Brown 
My attempt to obtain this product for review was off to an 


| 
| 
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calls | was able to speak to someone that spoke English and 
we were in business, or at least | thought we were. No COD 
shipments, | was told, use your credit card. Don’t use them, | 
replied. Finally we settled on a money order since it wouldn't 
have to wait to clear like a personal check. Off went the money 
order and | settled down to wait for my trusty UPS delivery 
man. Two weeks went by and no fan, back on the phone to San 
Francisco. “Oh, that will be shipped in two weeks.” 
AARRGGHH! Three and a half more weeks and still no fan, 
back on the phone (my wife hates to get our phone bills). This 
time I’m less than cool and collected, it still hasn’t been 
shipped! | ask for a refund, shortly Mr. Chan calls me back. 
“The order was lost.”, he explains, “Very sorry about the 
mixup and about all your long distance calls.” “Your fan anda 
check for $10 to compensate for the phone bill will go out to- 
day.” This time all went well and UPS had the box here in 5 
days. 

Out of the box and in hand, it’s a nice looking unit. Ball 
bearing fan motor, lighted switch assembly, excellent fit on the 
Osborne 1. The assembly fits right into the slot on top usually 
occupied by the vent cover. Remove the vent cover and slide 
the OSCOOL unit into place, plug the Osborne power cord into 
the rear of the OSCOOL and plug the short cord from the fan 
unit into the receptacle on the rear of the Osborne. Now, the 
hated (only an Osborne owner can appreciate how much) 
power switch can be turned on and left on! The lighted (not 
TOO bright) switch on the front of the OSCOOL will turn both 
fan and computer on and off. 

In operation, the unit is smooth and quiet. Much quieter 
than any of the homemade fan setups I’ve tried and aban- 
doned because of too much distracting noise. The cooling ef- 
fect is excellent. | run my Osborne with a Drive C: unit installed 
in the right hand diskette storage pocket and the heat buildup 
is considerable. After the first hour the diskettes are too hot to 
the touch and the Drive C: unit is also uncomfortably hot. With 
the OSCOOL in operation, even after several hours everything 
remains cool to the touch. The top of the Osborne case also 
remains cool in all areas. This means extended life for the 
electronic components that we depend on so much, which 
means increased dependability and a happier bank account! 

| am favorably impressed with a company that bends over 
backward to correct their mistakes, that’s hard to find these 
pale Hats off to Mr. Chan and R&D Computer Accessories for 
that. 

1am pleased with the OSCOOL FAN. At $79.50 it's competi- 
tive with similar products. It’s not a gimmick, it fills areal need 


and | consider it a definite asset, if not a necessity, for my 
Osborne 1. 


OSCOOL FAN, marketed by R&D Computer Accessories, 1170 
Howard St., San Francisco, CA 94103 — PRICE $79.50 


Ce ee 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


PRINTERIZE 
YOUR 


WORDSTAR 


Why? 
* Soyou have easy access to all your printers 
capabilities from inside of WordStar, 
%& No need to run a BASIC program to set-up 
your printer. 


%& Helps you save your sanity from trying to 
figure out how to patch WordStar yourself 
or from magazine articles. 


Printerizers go far beyond those magazine 
patches, using an installer that is VERY easy to 
run Theyadd from to5K to WS. COM, depending 
on the printer selected The specifics of what will 
be gained vary from printer to printer, but they ail 
have the same goal in common: 


“Give the user easy access to every 
useful capability of his printer.” 


Some Printerizations (notably Epson and Gemin) 
require HexPrintR to access some ofthe printers 
less frequently used options. Call orwrite(specify 
ing your printer) for details. 


———_———_—_ TT 
HexPrintR changes the WordStar printer 
control character “ Rintoa“Hex-Printer” func— 
tion. For example: 

AR 10, 15, 20 “AR 
in a file printed by WordStar with HexPrintR 
installed into it would send the same thing to the 
printer as the BASIC program statement: 
LPRINT CHRS(10) ; CHRS(15) ; CHRS(20) ; 


(Not recommended for daisy wheel printers) 


ES 
PRINTERIZERS ARE AVAILABLE FOR: 
OD. Epson AY/FX printer. Epson w/Graftrax 80 
CO MX80-111 / MX100-111 / Any w/Graftrax Plus 
1 MX100 w/o Grattrax CMX80 w/o Graltrax 
Do Gemini 10(%) or 1500 
ODS Prism / Microprism CO Okidata B2A/ B3A 
1D Okidata 92 / 93 of 84 
D Brother HA-1 or Comrex CR-1 
0G. lloh Prowriter lor it 
© NEC PC-8023A O Other DMP-85 printer 


In the following diskette formats: 
C Kaypro Il O Osborne 
O Apple CP/M CI Otrona Attache 


Oo Printerizer: $35.00 
O with HexPrintR: $55.00 
O HexPrintR only: $39.00 


LE 


ORDERING INFORMATION: 


Prices include U.S. or Canadian First Class mail 
delivery. California residents add 6% sales tax 
Overseas orders pay in US funds adding $4 
shipping. Payment may be by money order, check, 
Visa or Mastercard. UPS COD add $4, 2nd day 
UPS COD add $6. Please include phone number 
with order, Both Printerizers and HexPrintR work 
with versions 2.26, 20 and3.3 of WordStar under 
CP/M and CP/M Plus. 

Trademarks: HexPriniR and Printerizer, C | Software; 
Prowriler, C. Itoh Electronics, WordStar, MicroPro 
Corporation, Graphtrax, Epson America 


g 


C1, SOFTWARE & COMPUTER PRODUCTS 


1380 Garnet Ave. £149, San Diego. CA 92108 619/463-6364 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE OSCCOL FAN™— A REAL IMPROVEMENT 


- 4 very quite.” 
] 


aed auqye 
me 


“The OSCOOL FAN does 
everything it promises - even with 
the ram disk in constant operation, 
it never overheats.../’ve never 
been more satisfied with a 


ye 
product! Ron Brown, Great Falls, MT 


aimee ¢ PRECISION ENGINEERING AND 
= CONSTRUCTION - One-year warranty. 


CONVENIENT - Fan switch with green 


A pilot light also controls Ozzie. Le ene ee, 
4 COMPACT - One inch high x 74” x 3%”. 


QUIET - 35 db{A) at one meter. 


—“ 
e 


ball bearing fan. 


PORTABLE - Uses the computer’s own AC 
cord and travels piggyback on the computer. 
COST EFFECTIVE - The $79.50 price 
ensures against erratic performance and 
expensive repairs. 


* 120 VAC 60 Hz. 


“My OSCOOL FAN has eliminated those 
flaky DBOS errors; it’s compact, and 


Byron Davies, member SFFOG 


SLIDE-IN INSTALLATION 
EFFICIENT - High-quality 18cfm 


—--——_ colette Tt} 
S38 CE Please ship. OSCOOL FAN™ unit(s) to: 
COMPUTER Name I 
ACCESSORIES Address \ 
Subsidiary of ACF Corp I 
Trans Pacific Centre City/State/Zip \ 
1000 Broadway, Sulte A288 (Overseas shipments subject to extra charges) 

Oakland, CA 94607 } I 
(415) 829-8126 Price is $79.50 and $3.00 shipping for each unit. i} 
(Plus 612% sales tax for CA shipments) l 
Payment by: O Visa O MasterCard GO M/O ( Check (allow time to clear) | 
Acct. nr./exp. date. ! 
Signature 1 
| 
! 
I 
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TYPEQUIC Ill 


Keyboard Training Course 


Reviewed by Conrad Stenton 

Long have | been searching for a good keyboard trainer, or 
what we used to call a touch typing teaching program. 

TYPEQUIC is the answer! This program was developed in 
Australia by AID Systems Pty. Ltd. and Blue Sky Industries 
Pty. Ltd. 

Installation is quick and easy as the Osborne is one of the 
terminal choices. | recommend making a copy of the distribu- 
tion disk. The program modifies itself during the start up 
sessions. 

Working discs are registered to individual students. In this 
way the program keeps track of your previous lessons your 
weak points (for which it generates special drills) and where 
you are in the course. é 

{am only up to lesson three, and already find there is a 
noticeable improvement in my typing. Mind you one feels a lit- 
tle silly in the early lessons typing words with only the letters 
ASDF JKL;. In the following lessons one is taught the use of 
the LEFT shift key and letters EHI and the period. Quickly fol- 
lowed by TNRO, CUVW and the RIGHT shift key, GXP, QMZB, 
12345, 67890. 

That takes us up to lesson 9 which is SPEED BUILDING, les- 
son 10 ACCURACY IMPROVEMENT. Lessons 11 & 12 are de- 
voted to Improving speed and accuracy. These lessons can 
also be used to maintain your speed as well as to improve it. 

TYPEQUIC Ill is a typing program that | can recommend. 
The program has a sense of humor, keeps track of your prog- 
ress, and drills you on your weak points. They request that 
each individual user pay an additional fee for taking the 
course. Based on the quality of the program and the low orig- 


inal purchase price | think that this is more than fair. 
eeesenas 


TURBO PASCAL 1.0 


by James S. Ulrick 

Turbo Pascal is unique because it is an integrated Pascal 
compiler and editor. Pascal is a general-purpose, high level 
programming language. It is considered by some to, be a 
‘teaching language’ in the same category as BASIC. It is char- 
acterized by structured control statements and the use of 
procedures. | find it to be less complicated and easier to use 
than BASIC. Once | got past the minor annoyance of writing 
‘begin’, ‘end’, and‘, itis as easy to write as dBASE Il. dBASE 
is better for database applications; Pascal for anything that 
requires the extensive processing of numbers or text. 

Turbo Pascal is available for 8-bit CP/M, as well as 16-bit 
CP/M-86 and MS-DOS operating systems. 
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Features: The Turbo editor, invoked by pressing ‘E’ at the main 
menu, is a streamlined work-alike of WordStar. The control 
keys are the same as WordStar’s so that it is easy to use. It 
retains all the editing features of WordStar necessary for writ- 
ing programs. Features which are retained include block 
moves, block read and write to disk, find, find and replace, 
and all the general cursor movement and editing functions. In 
addition, there is an automatic tab to the same level as the pre- 
vious line. This is useful for Pascal because the indentation is 
an essential form of graphic documentation. It would be fine if 
someone would build the Turbo editor into dBASE Il. 

Upon leaving the editor, the compiler is invoked from the 

main menu by simply pressing ‘C’ (or ‘R’ to compile and run). If 
you are editing a procedure which is called by a main pro- 
gram, the compiler knows to begin with the main program. 
While developing a program you will normally compile in 
memory because it’s fast. When a program is complete, a cou- 
ple of key strokes will tell the compiler to compile to a .COM 
file on disk rather than in memory. 
The compiler and editor are extraordinary because when 
the compiler finds an error in a program, it stops, displays a 
generally explicit error message, in English, and when the 
ESC key is pressed, puts you into the editor with the cursor at, 
or near, the error. This is to the process of writing a program 
what a spelling checker is to writing a document. Rather than 
proof read for semi-colons and matching begin/end state- 
ments, you can leave it up to the compiler. 

International Standards Organization (ISO) standard Pascal 
appears to be supported by the compiler, although | haven't 
tried to compile any large standard Pascal programs. 

An important feature of Turbo Pascal is its extensions to the 
standard language. These overcome many of the widely pro- 
claimed shortcomings of the Pascal language. A possible dis- 
advantage is that Turbo Pascal source will not be compatible 
with (ISO) standard Pascal compilers. But then there may not 
be any truly ‘standard’ compilers out there. If there is a weak- 
ness to Pascal, it is that the standard has been so often vio- 
lated. Be that as it may, the Turbo extensions allow direct 
memory access (like the BASIC PEEK and POKE), in-line ma- 
chine code, BDOS calls, access tothe CPU data ports, variable 
type transformations, improved string handling, more flexible 
declarations, improved READ and WRITE procedures, and im- 
proved file handling. There are many standard procedures de- 
signed to be used interactively on a microcomputer. These 
include direct cursor positioning, video attributes (clear the 
screen, insert a line, delete a line, dim, etc.), a ‘delay’ proce- 
dure which saves having to write count-down loops, and a 
‘keypressed’ function similar to dBase II's ‘waiting’ state- 
ment. 


: The performance of Turbo is amazing. It is fast 
and foolproof. This package may retard the sales of drive C's 


-and hard disks, simply because it is so fast that they become 


unneccessary. Since Turbo does most of its work in memory 
disk access is of minor importance. Because the Pascal lan- 
guage is based on procedures, it is common to write even a 


= 


Me ) interpretor to load. 


, 


large program in small pieces. Each piece is tested indepen- 
dently and when they are all done then the program is com- 
piled as a whole. 

This is what makes a modular language such as Pascal 
easy to use. Breaking a large problem down into smaller parts 
means that it is not necessary to conceptualize much of the 
problem at one time. People differ in the quantity of material 
they can conceptualize at once (| think of it as a ‘conceptual 
window’). For me it is less than a page or two, So Pascal fits 
my way of thinking. 

The ‘include’ feature of Turbo allows you to write proce- 
dures or groups of procedures as separate disk files and in- 
clude them into a main program at compilation time. The 

compiler appears to compile a page in about two seconds. For 
larger programs that include additional disk files, compiling 
occurs at about the same rate as the disk is read. A typical 
group of related procedures is one to two pages long, and its 
easy to develop a program and keep the number of pages to be 
compiled at one time to less than five or six. 

Turbo does not allow linking of assembled libraries into a 
Main program. For many people this will be a welcome sim- 
plification. Besides, the compiler is so fast that you can have a 
library in source code and simply ‘include’ it when compiling. 

A compiled Turbo Pascal program runs very fast. | have not 
run any benchmarks. My seat-of-the-pants observation is that 
screens pop right up, and numbers are swiftly crunched. Be- 
cause the finished programs are .COM files, there is no 
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Ease of Use: Yes, it is easy to use. Turbo Pascal ‘taught’ me 
Pascal ina matter of weeks. Thatis a loose statement, Pascal 
is a fairly rich language and Turbo makes the (ongoing) learn- 
ing process much easier than | expected. If you are familiar 
with dBase ll, then Pascal should not be dificult. 

The editor is foolproof. If you forget to save a file and try to 
quit the program, it reminds you. When you compile, it saves 
any file which was edited before compiling. | have not been 
able to cause the editor to do anything unexpected. If you are 
familiar with WordStar the editor will seem familiar from the 
start (only faster because everything is in memory). 

The compiler seems robust. It always compiles valid state- 
ments. On a couple of occasions I've gotten some ‘end’ state- 
ments out of place so that the compiler wasn’t able to find the 
exact location of the error, it just got to the end of the program 
and indicated a missing ‘end’ or an ‘end’ with the wrong punc- 
tuation. 


Error Handling: | have not crashed this program yet, nor have | 
losta file by not saving it or some other mistake. This program 
not only handles errors, it keeps track of whether you have 
saved files, and either saves them automatically or prompts 
you to save them. 


There are simple to use compiler toggles which implement. 


range checking during run time, and allow a program to be 
aborted by a “C at any time (e.g. in case of an infinite loop or 
hang up). 


ADVERTISEMENT 


LEARN HOW TO RECOVER ERASED FILES 


RECOVERING ERASED FILES ON THE OSBORNE I is a 


the Osborne I users with a complete understanding 
knowledge of the mechanism behind recove 


The approach is concise and practical. 

about the file structure of CP/M and Osb 
duction to the 8080 is also given so th 
examples without any previous assembly 


manual that provides 


n and workable 
ring erased disk files. 


The reader will first learn 
orne disk format. An intro- 
at the reader can handle the 


: : language experien h 
different disk BIOS functions and exampl ne pre 
disk sectors will be discussed in detail. filet hgeie Mane WEuEING 


be guided through a ste 
file with BIOS function call. 


Pp by step example 
The man 


Finally, the reader will 
of recovering an erased 


: F ual i 
tutorial with down to earth explanati ene ines easy to understand 


it as well as the experienced. 


ons. The novice user will enjoy 


RECOVERING ERASED FILES ON THE OSBORNE I ; 
York residents add sales tax). Please aces oo ee ee 


check or money order to 


CST COMPUTER TRAINING 


21 ASPEN COURT 


PISHKILL, N Y 12524 


| Dane AR 
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ion: This consists of a physically small, 250 page 
paperback book. At first | thought, “How can such a small and 
inexpensive book be any good?” In this case, you can't judge 
a book by its covers! The documentation is thorough. More so 
than, for example, the manual with dBase II. It is not a tutorial 
like, say, the first half of the SuperCalc2 manual. It is mostly a 
reference manual, although there are many examples, (some 
of them worthy of being included in a library of generally use- 
{ul procedures and functions). There is a table of contents and 
an index. 
Included with the program is a spreadsheet written in Turbo 
Pascal. This is a useful demonstration of the use of the 
language. 


Support: | have called Borland on two occassions and either 
talked to someone immediately or my call was returned. | 
wrote them a letter about a error in the Osborne installation 
(which has since been corrected), and received a prompt writ- 
ten response. These people seem to be on the ball. 

I notice that a revision to 2.0 is now available. Upgrades for 
existing users are $30 — a very sensible price. Additional fea- 
tures of 2.0 include: overlays, 8087 support, bells and win- 
dows on the IBM-PC. 


Summary: | rate Turbo Pascal as a breakthrough in program 
design. It is excellent in every category, including price 
($49.95). This is a major piece of software. Turbo is to a higher 
level language (Pascal) what dBASE II is to database manage- 
ment. It demystifys and simplifies the program writing pro- 
cess to the point that it becomes worth doing. Turbo is also a 
coup on the world of mainframes because itis a better product 
than anything available on those machines. This will be a 


benchmark against which language compilers are measured. 
eee tena 


New DRIVE C: Loader 


and Archive Programs 


Reviewed by Larry Walker 

Drive G came on the market in the summer of 1983 as the 
answer to the prayer of some of us who were frustrated by the 
slowness of the Osborne 1 in doing searches in long files, 
whether in WordStar, dBase !I, Supercalc or Personal Pearl. 
Here was a product, we were told, that would look like a disk 
drive to the 01 but would act with the speed of random access 
memory (RAM). It was available in two sizes, 192K and 384K. | 
bought the 384K version because | wanted to load WordStar 
and Speliguard (with its 50,000 word dictionary) into the Drive 
C and still have plenty of room for writing and editing long 
documents. (Recall that Wordstar works best when the maxi- 
mum document length is no more than one third of the space 
remaining on the working disk.) 

Ireceived my unit in early September 1983 and easily got it 
up and running. It came with a single floppy disk, which in- 
cluded loading and archiving programs, as well as a 17-page 
User’s Manual. Much has been written in user group news- 
letters (some of which has been reprinted in the Portable 
Companion -- see April/May 1984 issue, review by Don Kranz, 
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and commenting letters in July 1984 issue) about the inad- 
equacies of the software and the manual. The folks at Drive C 
have heard their customers and developed new programs to 
load the Drive C and archive and retrieve its contents, and 
written a substantial user’s manual to assist them in making 
the most of their hardware. The new software/manual are be- 
ing furnished without additional charge to customers who 
bought their Drive C units after December 31, 1983, and are 

available direct from Drive C ata cost of $39.00 to customers 

who bought before that date. This review will be concerned 

only with the new software and manual and whether they meet 

their stated goal of making Drive C easy to use. 

For readers who neither own nor have access to a Drive C 
unit, a brief description is in order. On the Osborne 1, the unit 
is mounted in the pocket below the right disk drive. It has two 
cables emerging from its front panel: the longer one attaches 
to the IEEE 488 connector on the left side of the 01, the shorter 
to the External Video port immediately below the Drive C. Both 
of these connectors on the 01 are duplicated on the panel of 
the Drive C so you can connect your Centronics printer cable 
and shorting plug to it rather than the 01. The Drive C has its 
own external video jack, so no adapter is needed. In operation, 
once the Drive C is loaded (i.e., activated with the loader soft- 
ware), it acts precisely like a third disk drive with the following 
exceptions: it has no moving parts and thus makes no noise; it 
works much faster; its memory is volatile, i.e., its contents are 
lost when power is removed; files to be worked on and pro- 
grams to be used by Drive C must be copied into it before it 
can do any work; you cannot use COPY.COM to copy a disk 
into Drive C; when work has been completed, it may be saved 
to floppy disk for permanent storage. 

A number of programs are included in the supplied soft- 
ware. | will quickly summarize these now but explore them fur- 
ther in connection with the review of the manual. DCL.COM is 
the Loader program that makes the Drive C unit accessible. It 
also allows activation of the print buffer feature. When the 
butfer is activated, DCL copies DCU.COM, a utility program 
that controls the use of the buffer, into Drive C. DCL replaces 
DRIVEC.COM, the former Loader. DCA.COM is the Archive-Re- 
trieve program that allows you to save all or any portion of the 
files contained in the Drive C unit onto one or more disks and 
rapidly retrieve them at a later time. This replaces both 
DCARCH.COM and DCRET.COM. (The original Archiver was 
called DCARCH.BAS and required the use to load MBASIC be- 
fore use. This is the version | received; it was VERY SLOW. It 
was replaced after a few months with DCARCH.COM, a com- 
piled version of the former program that was a little faster but 
contained bugs that arose when it was called upon to close 
files. Thus, some owners stopped using it altogether.) 
DCQ.COM, DCQINS.COM, DCQ.DAT and DCQAUT.COM con- 
stitute the QuickPac package of programs. DCQCOM is the 
quick-load program that allows you to store a series of com- 
mands in SUBMIT fashion to load Drive C, name it, copy the 
contents of a disk (or disks) into it, select a print buffer option, 
and run a program at the end of the process. The options cho- 
sen for DCQ to run are selected by running DCQINS, a menu- 
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driven Install program, which saves your choices to disk in 
the form of an ASCII file called DCQ.DAT. (An initial version of 
this file is in°cluded to get you started but, by running the In- 
Stall program, you can change any of the options to suit your- 
self.) Starting up is made automatic by changing the name of 
the supplied DCQAUT to AUTOST.COM. A substitute console 
command processor (CCP), DFD.SPR is designed to make 
Drive C work better and is automa®tically loaded. Finally a 
print test file, PRN.TST, is included. 

The manual runs almost 150 pages, including index, and 
explains the operation of each of these programs and teaches 
you how to use them in an integral tutorial section. | will now 
describe the manual. 


FEATURES 

The first chapter of the manual previews its contents and 
sets forth the symbols used throughout. For example, it tries to 
avoid the confusion that is bound to arise between the name of 
the unit and the logical name of the drive that has been as- 
signed the name 'C” by calling the former “‘Drive C” and the 
latter ‘drive C:”. In reading the manual and especially in 
working through the tutorial, great care should be taken to ob- 
serve this distinction. The chapter closes with a brief descrip- 
tion of the features of the Drive C system, which include: 
higher speed; greater storage capacity; larger maximum file 
size; ability to designate either of the floppy disk drives or the 
Drive C unit as drive A (and to assign “B’’ or “C” to either of 
the other two); ability to save the entire contents of the Drive C 
unit onto one or more disks and retrieve them quickly from the 
disk(s) through its Archive-Retrieve program; a print buffer 
Capability that uses either a fixed or variable portion of the 
Drive C unit's memory; an automatic rapid-loading system 
known as “QuickPac’’; and the ability to use the Drive C as a 
cache bufter/ print buffer with a Trantor hard disk, which may 
be purchased through Drive C at a discounted price. (| didn’t 
have a Trantor unit available to me so | was unable to review 

this feature.) 


GETTING STARTED 
The second chapter presents detailed instructions for me- 
chanical installation of the Drive C unit in your Osborne 1 and 
proper hookup of cables as well as trouble-shooting proce- 
dures to follow in case the installation does not work as it was 
Supposed to. It is VERY IMPORTANT that these instructions be 
followed to the letter (although they are not at all difficult to 
follow). You are then instructed to prepare a working copy of 
the Drive C software disc (the “user disk”) and to place the 
CP/M system tracks on it through the SYSGEN program. Next 
comes the printer installation section of the chapter. Some 
users have had trouble in the past that was traceable to either 
printer cables that did not meet OCC’s specifications or print- 
ers such as my Daisywriter 2000 that look “funny” to the 
Drive C unit. This section allows you to determine whether 
your cable is properly wired and instructs you how to modify it 
if it is not. The “fix” for using the Daisywriter is either to have 
the cable disconnected or to have the printer turned ON when- 
ever the Drive C is in use. (If the printer is connected but OFF, 


September 1984 


the Loader will not work and the 01 will crash.) At the end of 
the installation procedures, PRN.TST is sent to the printer; it 
will print a proper test pattern when printer installation is 
proper. | believe that many cries for help will be averted if the 
user carefully follows this chapter, step by step. 


METHODS OF USE 
The third chapter briefly tells how to use the loader soft- 
ware in QuickPac and/or manual modes to best suit your 
needs. This chapter will only be meaningful to those already 
familiar with the use of the Drive C. Others would be better ad- 
vised to read it after the sixth chapter. 


CP/M TUTORIAL 

The fourth chapter is devoted to a short tutorial on some of 
the simple CP/M commands and error messages. This is di- 
rected at users who have no working knowledge of CP/M’s 
PIP, XDIR, REN, and ERA commands, because these com- 
mands are used heavily in the following chapters. Many users 
will be able to skip this, but if you are a novice you would be 
well advised to take the few minutes required to work your way 
through this chapter. 


DRIVE C TUTORIAL 

We finally get to the meat of the manual in the fifth and sixth 
chapters, which take the user, step by step, through all of 
DRIVE C's features. In the course of this tutorial you prepare a 
blank floppy ‘‘demo disk’ and, in conjunction with the “user 
disk” you prepared in chapter two, learn to use the various 
CP/M commands and the Drive C software to: install Drive C 
and give it logical name A, B or C; move files into-and out of the 
Drive C unit (WordStar is used for demonstration purposes): 
restart use of the Drive C unit after pressing the reset button 
(which does NOT destroy the contents of the unit; only turning 
off the computer does that); erase all files contained in the unit 
(by using the DCU E command); and use the print buffer and 
observe it in action (the buffer allows you to use the computer 
While the buffer drives the printer). Chapter 5 is a well-pre- 
sented walk-through of all of these features. It is a far cry from 
the three pages of the original manual devoted to the subject 
matter (although the original software did not provide the user 
with print buffer capability, which constitutes half of the con- 
tent of this chapter). Moreover, the new software is much 
easier to use than the prior version. Where, for example, you 
had to type “DRIVEC A: C:” to activate Drive C and name it 
logical A and the left floppy logical C, you now have only to 
type “DCL A”. Also, you can now rename the Drive C unit at 
any time by typing the command “DCN x” at the CP/M 
prompt, where “x” is the new logical name of the Drive C unit. 
(The DCN.COM file is automatically generated and loaded into 
Drive ¢ when the loader program is run.) The print buffer soft- 
ware is also loaded at the time the loader program is run. 
Using the above example, if “DCL A’ is followed by any of the 
numbers, ‘16, 32, 48, 64, 80, 96, 112, or 128” in the form 
“DCL A 16”, 16K (or whatever K) of the Drive C’s memory is 
set aside as a print buffer and is unavailable as a program 
processer. Choosing the letter “P” instead of one of those 
numbers makes available for print buffer service all otherwise 
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unused memory (the dynamic buffer option), in which case, 
dumping the contents of the buffer into the printer automati- 
cally releases this memory space for program processing. 
Any other number or letter will be ignored and no butfer will be 
installed. Finally, the buffer utility program (DCU.COM) is 
loaded into the Drive C unit whenever the print buffer is in- 
stalled. When “DCU” is typed, this program presents a menu 
offering a number of options for controlling the buffer: you can 
stop and restart the buffer-to-printer dump, clear the buffer, 
determine the space available for the dynamic buffer, or even 
cause the files in the Drive C to be compressed to make greater 
space available for the dynamic buffer. It should be noted that 
none of these controls are likely to be available if you already 
have a buffer (outboard or built into the printer) between your 
01 and your printer, unless your file is larger than the buffer, 
because the Drive C will probably dump its contents into the 
buffer faster than you can move to give it a command. You 
might just want to sell your buffer; it would reduce the cost of 
your Drive C. 


QUICKPAC TUTORIAL 

This constitutes the first part of the sixth chapter. As men- 
tioned earlier, the QuickPac package of programs is designed 
to allow the user to start the Loader automatically and copy 
the desired files into the Drive C unit as quickly as possible. 
There are several ways of doing this, two of them more quickly 
and automatically than the others. When running the Install 
program you are first asked if you want to copy any disks to 
Drive C. If you answer “Y”, you are given the option of copying 
all the files from the lett, right or both floppy drives to Drive C. 
This copying procedure uses the PIP command, which is a 
relatively slow file- copying program. If you answer “N’ to the 
copy question, you can instead semiautomatically retrieve 
previously archived sets of files from one or two disks. This is 
done by utilizing the feature that allows you, at the end of the 
Install procedure, to designate a program to be run. If you des- 
ignate “DCA RB” as the desired program, QuickPac will run 
the Archive-Retrieve program in the Retrieve mode and look to 
drive B: (the right floppy drive) for the archived disk(s). (The 
above assumes you have chosen logical drive A: as the name 
of the Drive C unit. The DCA command would differ if another 
name were chosen.) The retrieve program is VERY FAST, 
copying WSMSGS.OVR, a 34K file, to Drive C in just 10 sec- 
onds. Compare that to PIP, which takes 17 seconds. My set of 
WordStar/Spellguard related files totalling 272K loads in 115 
seconds. Single density owners will find that the process 
Sa take a little longer due to the need to change disks 

wice. 

As stated earlier, the Install program asks you a number of 
questions besides those relating to copying files and running 
programs. For example, it asks you what logical name you 
want to give to Drive C; it asks whether you want to install the 
print buffer and if so what size; and it asks on which drive you 
want to store the DCQ.DAT file. The only question asked by 
Install that might give trouble is the name of the drive on 
which you want to store the file DCQ.DAT. Remember, this is 
the file which stores your answers to all the questions asked 
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by the Install program. The drive you choose should be the 
one with the Drive C user’s disk, as it is THEN named, i.e., at 
the time you are running the Install program. If you are run- 
ning the Install program without having first loaded Drive C, 
the left floppy is still drive A: and your answer should be “A”. 
On the other hand, if you have already loaded Drive C and are 
running the Install program to modify your load routine, your 
user disk is prob®ably not on drive A: anymore. (This assumes 
that you have named Drive C something other than “C’’.) If you 
give the wrong answer, QuickPac will look to the wrong disk 
for the DCQ.DAT file. If it finds no such file on that disk, it will 
give you the cryptic error message, “DCQ.DAT?” If it finds a 
file of that name on the wrong disk, it will doubtless be the 
wrong version of this file and QuickPac will not do the things 
you want it to. This error can be a pain to track down, but the 
manual provides trouble-shooting procedures. 

Sometimes when you are working with Drive C you will need 
to use your 01 for another task. As mentioned earlier, you can 
push the reset button without losing Drive C’s contents. (For 
safety’s sake, remember to save and back up your work before 
pushing the button.) When you want to return to your original 
project, it is a simple matter to reinsert your user disk and 
start QuickPac again. If you have been using the copy option, 
the Loader will not try to recopy files that are already 
contained in Drive C. On the other hand, if you have chosen to 
run DCA to retrieve archived files as part of your QuickPac 
routine, the DCA program WILL insist on re-retrieving your 
files. A good way to avoid this is to have another “continue” 
user’s disk, which, instead of running “DCA R B” at the end of 
the quick-load procedure, runs, for example, a program like 
“XDIR”. 


ARCHIVE TUTORIAL 

The rest of the sixth chapter is devoted almost entirely to 
the archiving to and the retrieving from disk of files stored in 
Drive C. The tutorial demonstrates three procedures for saving 
files to floppy disk: using the “cOpy” command from the 
Wordstar no file menu (similar saving procedures are avail- 
able in the other applications programs, such as Supercale 
and dBase Ii); using PIP, complete with CP/M “wildcard” 
designators; and using DCA.COM. When | am working in 
WordStar and periodically save my work with a <ctrl>KD 
command, | also back it up to floppy using the “cOpy” com- 
mand. At other times | find the convenience of PIP and its 
wildcard capabilities to be preferable. The Archive program is 
best when the same group of files will be used again and 
again, because | don't have to copy anything to disk except 
files that have been changed permanently. (Incidentally, much 
of the pain of disk-changing with Personal Pearl can be 
avoided by archiving a set of disks containing all the pro- 
grams required to add or edit data, produce reports, and sort 
the data, totaling 256K. Using Drive C with Pearl speeds up the 
sorting and report production process substantially.) 

Convenience of storage using the Archive program is still 
more greatly enhanced by the menu, which allows you quickly 
to select (and unselect) files to store, display a directory of all 
files in Drive C, and list the files already selected for storage. 


cont. on page 43 
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Under this heading you will find the listing 
tion officers. Officers must have corrections in ( y t 
of other groups, see “CONTACTS™ later in this issue, in back issues starting January, 


1. SE SE SE. SE SE. 


CALENDAR 
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offices. Please include a note with your geographical area. 


of activities and events of Affiliated Member Organizati I oh 
i th prior to publication (August 1" for the September issue). For a list 
SE a ce naan 1983, of send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to the FOG 


ons. Listings are the responsibility of organiza- 


ie sei oir rr Time Address Contact No. 
j Su Sep 2 Syracuse, NY 82-SOUP 4:00pm Location Varies — Confirm 315-471-1405 
12M Sep 3 Oberlin, OH 3-“Ob~Os 7:00pm _ Rice Faculty Lounge, Oberlin College ode aA 
Sep 3 Milwaukee, WI 22-Milw0G 7:00pm Engin & Math Science Bldg. Rm £495, Univ. of WI 414-691-4241 
Sep 3 Jackson, MS 58-MCPM 6:00pm R&D Center, 3825 Ridgewood Rd,, 5" Fl Conf Rm. 601-366-0928 
Sep 3 Menlo Park,CA 68-SM0G 7:30pm — Crane Place, 1331 Crane 415-326-2543 
Sep 3 Tacoma, WA 72-106 7:00pm — Pierce Co. Library (Basement Mtg Rm) 404 Garfield So. 206-752-5582 
Sep 3 Bloomington, IN 87-I0U 7:30pm —_ Indiana Univ, Jordon Hall, Room 440 812-339-4754 
| Sep 3 Capetown, South Africa 96-COGSA 57:30pm Meladata Solutions, Strand 55 021-25-6182 
Sep 3 Wiesbaden,Germany § 24-AGOG 7:00pm Air Force Hosp. Bld. 24 Am. 100 069-69-3218 
\ Sep 3 Baton Rouge, LA 103-FLOG 7:00pm —_B.R. School of Computers, 9255 Interline Ave. 504-292-1880 
Sep 3 Winston-Salem, NC 107-TROGIC 7:30pm CONFIRM 704-246-5929 
' Sep 3. 29 Palms, CA 114-HOG 6:00pm CONFIRM 619-368-6188 
= 1*Tu = Sep 4 — Santa Maria, CA 42-SMOG 7:00pm Sears Savings Bank, 401 South Broadway 805-937-1128 
nd _ Sep 4 Oakwood, OH 79-DOUG 7:30pm —_ St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Dixon Ave. 513-932-6990 
ae . Sep 4 Tempe, AZ 100-T06G 6:40pm — Tempe Public Library, Southern Ave @ Rural Rd 602-438-2731 
; eachTu Sep 4 Superior, WI 118-DSO 7:30pm 915 Lincoln Street 715-394-6629 
A WwW Sep 5 Stockton, CA 11-SOG 7:00pm —_Allen’s Computerland 4343 Pacitic Ave. 209-473-8440 
of Sep 5 Sacramento, CA 61-S0G 7:00pm SMUD Training Bldg, 1708 59" St 916-422-3260 
F Sep 5 —_ Enid, OK T7-FOG/E 5:30pm 706 W. Maine 405-233-9103 
Sep 5 = Rockford, IL 84-GROG 7:00pm — Rock Valley College, Student Center Rm 134 815-398-1280 
eachW Sep 5 Elmonte, CA 113- 5:00pm Chadwick-Helmuth 4601 N. Arden Drive 818-575-6161 
1° Th Sep 6 Santa Clara, CA 1-15' FOG SV 7:30pm __ 5201 Patrick Henry Drive (loading dock entrance) 415-371-8699 
Sep 6 Denver, CO 4-D0G 8:00pm Masonic Temple, 3550 Federal Blvd. 303-759-0359 
Sep 6 Dhahran, Saudi Arabia 33-DPoG 10:00am — ARAMCO Mgmt Training Center 874-4798 
Sep 6 W. Lafayette, IN 34-HOG 7:00pm — CONFIRM 317-743-5275 
Sep 6 Auckland, New Zealand 53-NZOG 7:30pm 20 Kingsley Avenue 659-738 
Sep 6 Santa Rosa, CA 56-No. Bay FOG 7:00pm _ Valley Oak Park Rec Hall, 2600 Northcoast 707-546-0145 
Sep 6 — Sitka, AK 83-BUG 7:30pm — Human Services Center, Moller Dr. 907-747-5372 
Sep 6 Westmount, PQ 73-Microcozm 6:45pm __ Hillside Armoury, 3 Hillside Lane 514-849-7761 
Sep 6 —Wellington,New Zealand 109-CROG 7:30PM —Compusales,75-77 Ghuznee St. 0064-4-791-172 
Sep 6 Nashville, TN 119-MidTOG 6:30pm 1228 16th Avenue So. 615-3271715 
alter Th Sep 6 Maitland, FL 20-CFI0G 7:00pm __ Lake Faith Villas, Maitland Blvd 305-298-8576 
eachTh Sep 6 Orlando, FL 16-GO0UG 7:00pm Room 203 Orlando College, Lee Road 305-847-7031 
and Sy Sep 9 = Miami, FL 26-GCOUG 1:00pm FU Tamiami Campus, Building DM, Room 100 305-251-7666 
Sep 9 Amarillo, TX 28-P0G 2:30pm Downtown Branch Amarillo Public Library 806-355-7509 
Sep 9 Ketchikan, AK 89-KCPM 4:00pm 320 Bawden Suite 101 907-225-6476 
27d M Sep 10 _ Fayetteville, AR 23-AFOG 7:00pm __ (every third month) UA Eng. Exp Station, Hwy 165 501-575-2980 
Sep 10 _ Fresno, CA 35-FROG 7:00pm __ Village Computer Systems, 3081 W. Bullard 209-683-2252 
Sep 10 Evansville, IN 46-E-OSBUG 6:30pm —_ Oaklyn Branch Evansville Library, Oakhills & Lynch 812-479-5108 
Sep 10 Edmonton, Alb 45-K0G 7:30pm __ Alberta Vocational College, 10215 - 108 Street 403-459-0416 
Sep 10 —_ Toronto, Ont 49-TASOFOG 7:00pm — CONFIRM 416-889-2072 
Continued next page 
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Day Date City A.M.O. Time Address Contact No. 
2m Sep 10 Charlotte, NC 71-LOGIC 7:30pm CONFIRM 704-377-1154 
Sep 10 Calgary, Alta 94-COUG 7:30pm 931 - 32"¢ Ave NE 403-297-6281 
Sep 10 _ Paris, France 110-OUF 6:00pm Metro Falguiere, 10 Rue Falguiere §48-39-61 
2nTu Sep 11. Memphis, TN 15-M0G 7:00pm 34th Fl., Clark Bldg., Federal Express Conf. Rm 901-767-2350 
Sep 11. Ames, IA 42-MidwestFOG 7:00pm _ IA State (old engineering annex) W. Lincoln Way 515-266-8764 
Sep 11 Mill Valley, CA 31-MOG 7:00pm West America Bank, Strawberry Village 415-892-2713 
Sep 11 _Lincoln, NE 39-Lincoln LOG 7:30pm — Smith Curtis Bldg., NE Wesleyan Univ., 52" & St. Paul 402-472-1392 
Sep 11. Omaha, NE 44-OACP/MUG 7:00pm CONFIRM 402-348-0440 
Sep 11 London, Ont 95-L0G 7:30pm —_Elborn College, Room 2116 519-434-4842 
each Tu Sep11 Superior, WI 418-DS0 7:30pm 915 Lincoln Street 715-394-6629 
and W Sep 12 Oakland, CA 3-East BayFOG 6:00pm B&B Electric, 2832 Ford Street 415-834-7897 
Sep 12 Vancouver, BC 17-NVPCC 7:30pm Hastings Community Center, 3096 East Hastings 604-298-6990 
Sep 12 Danbury, CT 40-D0G 7:00pm Preferred Utilities Mfg, 11 South St 203-792-7959 
Sep 12 Clayton, MO 55-SLOG 7:00pm — Mid County Library, Central & MD 314-862-6239 
Sep 12 Oklahoma City, OK 67-0KLOG 7:00pm 3400 N.W. Grand Blvd 405-843-5925 
_ Sep 12 Cleveland, OH 75-COG 7.00pm Trinity Cathedral House, East 22"¢ & Euclid Ave. 216-871-2532 
Sep 12 Athens, GA 81-COG 7:30pm Athens Federal Savings, Barnett Shoals Road 404-353-2127 
Sep 12  W. Hempstead, NY 88-LION 7:30pm Adelphi Univ Cont Ed Ctr, Eagle Ave 212-327-2321 
Sep 12 Johannesburg, So Africa 90-JOG 7:30pm — Bank of Lisbon Bldg. 19th Floor 011-5 1-6304 
Sep 12 Jacksonville, FL 98-JOUG 7:00pm JEA Bldg, 233 W. Duval Street 904-771-3427 
Sep 12 Ithaca, NY 101-FLOG 7:30pm — Cornell Univ, 694 Uris Hall 607-257-2030 
eachW Sep12 — ElMonte, CA 113- 5:00pm — Chadwick-Helmuth 4601 N. Arden Drive 818-575-6161 
2ndTh Sep13 Davis, CA 6-D0G 7:30pm PG&E Warehouse Classroom L Street 916-756-2967 af 
Sep 13 Sioux City, IA 38-S0G 7:30pm — Western lowa Tech., Room 508 712-252-2182 f 
Sep 13 Modesto, CA 48-Tule FOG CONFIRM 209-578-4909 
Sep 13 Medford, OR §4-RVOG 7:30pm 33 No. Central #306 503-482-8646 
Sep 13 ‘Ft. Lauderdale, FL 91-FLOG 7:00pm — Harris Comp Sys, 2101 W. Cypress Creek 305-748-7237 
Sep 13 St. Paul, MN 111-TCOG 7:00pm — Univ, of MN,St. Paul Campus Rm B-45 612-379-2517 
each Th Sep13 Orlando, FL 16-GOOUG 7:00pm Room 203 Orlando College, Lee Road 305-847-7031 
Sep 14 Salinas, CA 5-MBAOCUG 7:00pm Castroville Fire Station, Speegle & Pomber 408-449-4021 
Sep 14 Chatsworth, CA 86-ONUG 7:00pm Wizard of OsZ, 9614 C Cozycroft Ave 818-709-6202 
andSa_ Sep 8 Bangkok, Thailand . 36-CP/MBUG 4:00pm Action Computers 5/26 Saladaeng Road, Silom 391-0963 x86 
Sep 8 Louisville, KY 64-PCC . 1:00pm Univ. of Louisvile, Shelby Campus, Rm 202 Burhans Hall 502-423-0451 
Sep 8 River Grove, IL 80-CFOG 4:00pm Liberal Arts Bldg, Triton College 312-654-0986 
Sep 8 Houston, TX 108-CLOG 9:00am _Gilruth Rec. Center, Johnson Space Center 713-554-4304 
3M Sep 17 _ Raleigh, NC 8-ROCC 7:30pm  GONFIRM — Dreyfus Aud., Research Triangle Inst. 919-782-9576 
Sep 17 Wenatchee, WA 10-W0G 7:00pm Computer Systems Marketing, 1030 North Wenatchee 509-884-3279 
Sep 17 _ Detroit, Mi 14-DeF0G 7:30pm Ford Tech Center Cafeteria, 4700 Rotunda Dr, Dearborn 313-422-0928 
Sep 17 Anchorage, AK 63-GLOB 8:30pm Anchorage Comm. College, 2nd Floor — Bldg K 907-277-0950 
Sep 17 Menlo Park, CA 68-SMOG" 7:30pm Crane Place, 1331 Crane 415-326-2543 
Sep 17 —- Marietta, GA 93-GROG 7:00pm Georgia Tech, Cobb County Research Fac. 404-422-6416 
3 Tu Sep 18 —_ Cincinnati, OH 27-COG 7:00pm Central Trust Center 6th floor, 5th & Main Streets 513-232-4076 
Sep 18 San Luis Obispo, CA 47-CCOG 7:00pm Chris Jespersen School, 251 Grand Ave. 805-466-8311 
eachTu Sep18 Superior, WI 118-DSO 7:30pm 915 Lincoln Street 715-394-6629 
ow Sep 19 Austin, TX 7-AEIOU 6:30pm Old Quarry Library off Far West Blvd. 512-837-7539 
Sep 19 Oak Ridge, TN 13-SMOG 7:30pm ECS 136 Fairbanks ( 11505 Kingston Pike, Knoxville) 615-482-7919 
Sep 19 Las Vegas, NV 25-V0G 6:00pm Las Vegas Library, 1726 East Charleston 702-452-2544 
Sep 19 Humboldt, CA 29-HOG 7:00pm Room 126 Science Bldg., Humboldt State 707-445-2074 
Sep 19 Dunbar, WV 59-Valley FOG 6:30pm Dunbar Public Library 304-727-6436 
Sep 19 Walnut Creek, CA 60-Mt. DOG 7:00pm — SF Federal, 1660 Olympic Blvd, Diablo Rm 415-933-2665 
Sep 19 = Kaiserslautern, W.Ger. 62-FROG 7:00pm — Vogelweh Recreation 49-637 1-52364 
Sep 19 Midway, WA 99-SKOG 7:30pm Highline Comm. Coll, Gold Rm — Bldg 4 206-941-2192 
Continued next page 
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Day Date City AMO. Time Addrass Contact No. 
30 W Sept 19 — Tarrytown, NY 104- 7:00pm — Tarrytown Public Library, N. Broadway 914-747-2110 
Sept 19 Ft. Collins, CO 115-FTCOG 7:30pm CSU., Gibbons Hall Rm, 201 303-226-4561 
eachW Sept19 El Monte, CA 113- 5:00pm  Chadwick-Helmuth 4601 N. Arden Drive 818-575-6161 i 
3%Th  Sept20 Santa Clara, CA 1-15 FOG SV 7:30pm 5201 Patrick Henry Drive (loading dock entrance) 415-371-8699 i 
Sept20 Provo, UT 30-KAOS B:00pm  Wiltec Research Co. 488 South 500 West 801-225-8293 i 
Sept20 College Station, TX 43-AGGNOG 5:30pm A&A Building, Texas A & M Univ. 409-845-5814 
Sept 20 Ann Arbor, MI 37-TOGA’ 7:00pm Neuro Science Bldg. Univ. of Mi, 1103 East Huron St 313-662-9026 
Sept 20 Tulsa, OK §1-OUT 7:00pm Micro Systems, 2010 South 68th East Ave 918-584-5610 | 
Sept 20 Richmond, VA 52-CV0G 7:00pm — Red Cross Bldg, 4t and Main 804-270-9404 
Sept20 St. Croix, VI 70-StCOUG 7:30pm College of the Virgin Islands 809-773-7551 | 
Sept 20 Garden City, NY 88-LION 7:30pm Control Data Ed Ctr, 1325 Franklin Ave 212-327-2321 
Sept 20 Lemoyne, PA 92-MIDPOG 7:30pm: One Stop Computer, 65 N. 5t St 717-732-2937 | 
Sept20 Salt Lake City, UT 105-SM0G 6:00pm Master Mind Computers, 448 S. 400 E 801-268-2831 i 
alter Th Sept20 Maitland, FL 20-CFIOG 7:00pm — Lake Faith Villas, Maitland Blvd 305-298-8576 | 
each Th Sept20 Orlando, FL 16-GOOUG 7:00pm — Room 203 Orlando College, Lee Road 305-847-7031 i 
3oF Sept21 Houston, TX 76-OUCH 7:30pm Univ. Houston, 101 Farish Hall, KIVA Rm. (Use fot 13A off Cullen) 713-688-8149 i 
Sept21 Woodland Hills, CA 106-TUG-NET 7:00pm — CONFIRM 818-994-6567 | 
33 Sa Sept 15 Kenai, AK 18-PenFOG 10:00am Room V111, Kenai Peninsula Comm. College 907-262-5801 | 
Sept 15 Norfolk, VA 78-T0G 9:00am Armed Forces Staff College, Hampton Blvd 804-495-1596 | 
Sept 15 Lexington, KY $2-KOG 12:00n + Room 128, Erickson Hall, University of Kentucky 606-623-1884 i 
4" Su Sept 23 Amarillo, TX 28-P0G 2:30pm CONFIRM 806-355-7509 
Sept 23 Pittsburgh, PA §0-TROG 2:30pm Mellon Science Building, Duquesne Univ. 412-456-3946 | 
40M Sept 24 Mill Valley, CA 31-M0G 6:30pm CONFIRM 415-892-2713 ( 
Sept 24 Davenport, IA 102-QC0G 7:00pm CONFIRM 319-386-3484 | 
Sm, 4m Tu Sept 25 Wichita, KS 21-OPEK 7:30pm —_ St. Paul's Methodist Church, 13th & Broadway 316-945-8389 \ 
> Sept 25 Greenville, SC 41-P0GO 6:30pm —_C. Douglas Wilson, 201 E. North Street 803-233-3434 | 
j $ Sept25 St. Louis, MO 55-SLOG 7:00pm — Thornhill Library, 12863 Willowyck 314-862-6239 \ 
P each Tu Sept25 —Suplor, WI 118-DSO 7:30pm 915 Lincoln Street 715-394-6629 | 
afl 40 w Sept 26 Danbury, CT 40-D0G 7:00pm Preferred Utilities Mfg, 11 South St 203-792-7959 i 
Sept26 Portland, OR 57-PMS 7:00pm — Bonneville Power Admin. Aud. 503-642-9692 | 
Sept26 Athens, GA 81-COG 7:30pm — Athens Federal Savings, Barnett Shoals Road 404-353-2127 | 
each W Sept26 El Monte, CA 113- 5:00pm Chadwick-Helmuth 4601 N. Arden Drive 818-575-6161 
4° Th Sept27 San Francisco, CA 2-SF FOG 7:00pm __ St. Aldan’s Church, Goldmine & Diamond Hgts. 415-334-285, \ 
Sept27 Lancaster, PA 74-L0G 7:30pm __ Fire Protection Sys, 1873 Lincoln Hwy East 717-898-8929 } 
each Th Sept27 Orlando, FL 16-GOOUG 7:00pm — Room 203 Orlando College, Lee Road 305-847-7031 
JastSu Sept 30 —_ River Grove, IL 80-CFOG 1:00pm Liberal Arts Bidg, Triton College 312-654-0986 1 
last M Sept 24 Hong Kong 116-HONG KOG 6:30pm. May House, Private Function Rm. 204 852-5-8 171714 { 
Sept 24 Toronto, Ont 120-08-T0C 7:00pm Parkdale Public Library, 1303 Queen St. W. 416-977-9925 f 
last Tu Sept25 Santa Barbara, CA 69-OSBUG 7:30pm __ SB Planning Rm, 105 €. Anapamu St 805-687-8541 } 
Sept 25 _Kansas City, MO 97-MIZ0G 7:00pm TWA Bldg, 13! & Baltimore 816-455-2804 
fast W = Sept 26 _— Richland, WA 19-TROG 7:00pm —_ 1776 Fowler 509-375-3258 , 
last Th  Sept27 Fargo, ND 117-0/KUG 7:00pm CONFIRM 701-232-5722 
7222 Schweinfurt, W.Ger.  112-SWOG CONFIRM 09721-68064 i 
2299 CA 65-ENROBSO By arrangement only — CONFIRM 408-458-6047 \ 
222? Sierra Madre, CA 66-SM0G By arrangement only — CONFIRM 818-355-8825 
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The program also has built-in safety features to prevent your 
saving files onto disks that are not blank by warning you of 
this fact and displaying a directory of the files on the disk in 
question. It then asks you twice whether you really want to 
erase all those files before starting to store files to that disk. 
When archiving, all the files are stored contiguously as one 
file on the disk. These files are only accessible through the Re- 
trieve program. If you look ata directory of the disk it will show 
“filename.AR1” only. (You assign the filename to it by answer- 
ing the appropriate question on the Archive menu.) If you are 
loading files that take up more than one disk of space, the pro- 
gram instructs you when to change disks, and it assigns the 
second disk the name “‘filename.AR2”. | am told by Dave 
Price, the CEO of Drive C, that the speed of the retrieval pro- 
cess already commented on is directly attributable to the 
method of data storage, but he didn’t get more specific than 
that: and it’s just as well considering my lack of technical 
knowledge of computers. From the above, it may be seen that 
the Archive-Retrieve program is easy to use and an efficient 
method of storing files to disk. In my view it is one of the best 
features of the new software. It stands head and shoulders 
above the former software. 


BACKPAG 

The folks at Drive C have developed a battery pack that in- 
stalls within the keyboard enclosure and keeps the memory of 
the Drive C unit active for 8-10 hours after the power goes off, 
deliberately or through power failure. | am told that the manual 
for this unit is being written and the product will not be re- 
leased until it is completed. Target price is around $150. | 
hope to review this product when it is available. 


CONCLUSION 

The new software greatly enhances the use of an already 
fine piece of hardware. It should enable even the tyro to make 
very good use of the Drive C RAM-disk. Its developers are to 
be congratulated. Also, it is important to note that the people 
at Drive C are truly dedicated to making the Osborne 1 and 
Osborne Executive computers more valuable to their owners. 
The support they give to their customers is, in my experience, 
unprecedented. In fact, but for this high level of support, the 
new software/manual might have been available weeks if not 
months earlier. 


Larry Walker is a member of EB FOG (East Bay FOG), an Aftili- 
ated Member Organization. The groups meetings are listed in 
the CALENDAR section. 
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RECOVER, Finds and 


Recovers Erased Files 


by Benjamin H. Cohen 
| found this file in the library of Chicago's First Osborne 
Group. RECOVER finds the names of the files you have erased 
from your disk and then allows you to recover them! RECOVER 
is totally menu driven and simple to operate. It allows the use 
of standard CP/M wild cards at the recovery stage, so you can 
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skip the reading of the list of erased files if you want to and 
just tell RECOVER to get back ‘*.*“! 

RECOVER works by checking the disk directory to deter- 
mine what file spaces and names have been made available 
for writing over. If you have written over the old file there is 
nothing that RECOVER can do for you. It’s advantage over 
UNERASE.COM is that it tells you the names of the files so you 
can unerase them. It’s only 4K bytes, so it’s convenient to put 
it in more than one place against the day you WILL need it. 

When you run RECVER21 you are presented with the fol- 
lowing menu: 


FEO IGOIG TODO TIO IGEIOG ICII E II CI 


Type: 0 - Exit program to recovered drive 
1-Select the drive to recover files on 
2-List erased files on selected drive 
3- Recover erased files 

4~- Print HELP message. 


OTR OR EEE EEE EAR ER EE EEE 
The first step is to select the drive you want to work on. En- 


ter “1”. RECOVER prompts you to enter the drive identifier. Do 
it. 


You are then back at the menu. [If you know what file you __— 


erased and want to recover, you can skip the next step.] Now/ 
enter “2”. RECOVER will list the erased files along with aX 
number indicating the size of the file. . 

Back at the main menu, you now hit 3 to recover the files 
you want back. As the HELP message explains, CP/M wild 
cards[* and ?] ARE allowed, so you could skip the checking of 
what's there and simply enter ‘'*.*” at the prompt. 

The HELP message is obtained by hitting the “4” at the 
main menu. The message explains that RECOVER recognizes 
the usual CP/M wild cards and gives some examples. 

RECOVER ranks with the NSWP series as one of the most 
useful utilities that you can find in the library. | hope you won't 
useitas often as you use NSWP, but when you do need it you'll 


find it a godsend. 
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CITATIONS 


by Lynwood H. Bartley 

My usual and frequent attempts to organize my notes and 
tiles have almost always ended in frustration and continued 
disorganization, until recently. | now have a copy of dB Cita- 
tions, from Task Think Workshops, Inc., PO Box 2363, Kala- 
mazoo, Michigan, 49003. Why that crazy “dB” before 
Citations? Yep, you guessed it. It's a dBase Il application pro- 
gram runable under versions 2.3 or 2.4. 

Qn the surface it appears to be directed at academicians, 
teachers, librarians, but | can tell you from first hand experi- 
ence it can be used for a lot more, with just a little thought in 
application. 

A look at this program's documentation reveals an 
atttractive package, a well thought out sequence of directions 
for installation and use. 

‘= 


Page 43 


One major use | have delighted in is keeping track of quoted 
material | use both in class and preparing materials for pub- 
lication. Here’s how it works. ( | am assuming completed in- 
Stallation.) | locate something | want to save for future 
reference. | am now faced with clear choice on the menu 
screen. | make the appropriate choice and there appears the 
primary screen. Here | can enter three key words, the author's 
last name, first name and then a complete bibliographic entry. 
Sound nice? It is. Easy too. Just below this portion of the 

screen there is room for direct quotes or for the comments and 
responses | have to the material. What if the primary screen 
fills and | still want to add more? | can! Another screen ap- 
pears and allows me to finish my notations. So whether | am 
keeping other peoples ideas or using my own, | can easily get 
to them by use of the search and display features. Here is 
where the key word choice pays off. | can now find my citation 
by entering the appropriate term. What if | can’t remember 
what specific word or words | used? The maintain menu 
solves this. Select Keyword directory and there in front of you 
are all the key words you designated for your major topic and 
sub-topics. 

Two other helpful features. If | want top display everything 
on my topical disk, | can. If | only want to look at a specific 
Citation | can choose that, also. There is even a screen for 
Broad and Narrow Search. What does this do? It saves time 

oe and frustration! The Broad Search gives you all the citations 

stm. that have the key word or author's last name. The Narrow 
» Search asks that you enter a term and the author’s last name. 
It then shows you only those citations that match your re- 

f quested combination. 

a Are the wheels beginning to turn, revealing other possible 

‘if applications. More about that soon. 

y Ok, Bartley, this sounds good, but what if | make a mistake 
in entering data or want later to add or change something? As 
everything else in this program, editing and adding are done 
through easy to reach, read and use menus. You can make 
changes after you have made the entry and a feature that is 

_useful. 

Well, here we are. Everything you always wanted on disk 
and now you want to print a copy. If you are at the Options 
menu, you simply press P for the print menu. There you can 
choose margins or no margins and if you are the forgetful type 
like me, you can from this point still have access to the Search 
and Display option. This is handy, if you want to look at what 
you are going to print. Then go ahead with your printing. 

Sound great? It is. If you need help in this menu driven pro- 
gram, there are 10 — that’s right, 10 help screens. One of the 
things | found out while using the program was how easy itis 
to make copies of citations for merger, by my word processor 
(WordStar), into other documents. 

Other applications? You bet. | recently packed up my 0-1 
and the Citations program and disks and did some Organiza- 
tional work on three file drawers of personal and course ma- 
terials. As | organized and labeled test, quizes, handouts, etc, 
| entered three key words and an author's name, where appro- 
priate. In just a short time | had nearly 75 files numbered fol- 
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i Citations enteries, labeled and entered into the 
Fone Itwas a simple matter to print outa copy of 
my key word list and tape it to the face of the file. Now in an 
instant | am able to find what | am looking for, either by key 
word (which | use most often) or by file number. aaa 

In the near future | am planning to use the Citations pro- 
gram to organize more than 10 years of photographic nega- 
tives. How will | do it? | intend to use key words for locating 
years, persons, locations, etc. My friend has suggested | 
ought to help him organize his food discount coupons. What 
do you think? 

For 75.00 you can get full install documentation, a tutorial 
to take you through all phases of the program and all the files 
you need to set it up for the 01 amd Executive, 52 or 80 col- 
umn and single or double density. You should be forewarned 
that the single density 01, used with the dBase Il is not a rec- 
ommended combination. All others run fine, allowing almost 
all of drive B for your data files. 


Have fun and get organized! 
e*eeee 68 


Smartkey Il 


by Benjamin H. Cohen 

The tedium of repetitive keystrokes can be alleviated by 
Ozzie’s Special Function Keys. We all use them extensively 
and usually wish that there were more labels and more char- 
acters available. 

Regular FOGHORN readers will have seen an offer from FOG 
for a program called Smartkey Ii (and earlier for its predeces- 
sor, Smartkey), as well as various comments on and reviews of 
Smartkey. These programs allow you to have more special 
function keys, interactively defineable at the keyboard while 
your application program is running, as well as with a defini- 
tion file that you can save and edit. Definition files for original 
Smartkey were limited to 512 bytes — a lot more than Ozzie's 
Special function keys, but still restrictive. Smartkey also hada 
primitive method for entering definitions, one which forced 
you to start each definition over from scratch whenever you 
made a mistake in entry. 

Smartkey ll has overcome some of the limitations of the 
original version, allowing definition files of up to 7.5K bytes, 
and providing a simple method of Creating definition files 
using WordStar so that errors in definitions can easily be cor- 
rected or edited if desired. New features have been added, too. 

Both versions of Smartkey are loaded before you run your 
application program whether it be WordStar or SuperCalc or 
MBASIC, or a disk utility such as NSWP. Smartkey locates it- 
Self at the top of the Transient Program Area and intercepts 
eae input, redefining it in accordance with the definition 

The small diminution of TPA is no problem for some pur- 
hoses, a serious problem for others. For WordStar, for exam- 
ple, you probably won't notice the small loss of TPA — the 
only effect is that a smaller portion of the file is held in RAM at 
any time so there may be a few more disk accesses than there 
would have been if Smartkey was not present. 
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In SuperCalc or MBASIC, on the other hand, your data file or 
program rely on the RAM left after loading Smartkey and 


‘SuperCalc or MBASIC. The lost space may mean that your 


Spreadsheet won't fit because of the space taken up by 
Smartkey, and there are some MBASIC programs that need the 
space, such as the DIMS file manager that will run with 
Smartkey but runs out of memory with Smartkey Il. 

There are some public domain programs that | have run 
into, OTERM405, ZEX.COM, QWIKEY.COM (or QK12.COM), and 
a few others, that apparently also load themselves into the 
same space, and when Smartkey is present they bomb! Media 
Master, the new disk emulation program from DG/ Systems is 
another program that won't run if Smartkey is present. But the 
vast majority of software that | have used runs without a hitch 
when Smartkey is present. 

One of the major problems with original Smartkey was a 
lack of labels. Sure, you could redefine any key on the key- 
board, but the simple fact is that you need most of them. Oh, 
yeah, | could spare the “@’”’ symbol, and when working with 
word processing | often do not need “<” or “>”, and the 
“%” sign is of limited use in most applications, and | seldom 
need the backslash or the vertical bar. But even these were 
only a small improvement over the ten that | started with, 
hardly a match for the 88 or so that my Wang word processor 
at my law office provided with its “Glossary” feature. 

Smartkey II overcomes this limitation: not only can you to 
redefine any key on the keyboard to any String that you want, 
itallows you to redefine each key TWICE. This is done with the 
assignment of one key as the SUPERSHIFT key — I use the 
“@” symbol. When you hit the supershift key that tells 
Smartkey that the next input should be interpreted as the “al- 
ternate” definition for that key rather than the “standard” 
definition. Now | have as many labels as | need to set up the 
kinds of systems that | use at the office. 

For example, | write many letters. My letters start at the top 
with my return address (2 lines) plus the date, followed by four 
©’s to get down to the place where the inside address ap- 
pears. (Here’s where | use one of Smartkey Il’s nice features 
— @ pause for input from the keyboard!) When | hit the 
Supershift key followed by a “1”, my address goes up on the 
first two lines of the letter followed by January. | then type the 
day of the month in from the keyboard and hit the [ESC] key. 
Smartkey Il restarts, adds the year and the four 2’s. Starting 
in February | hit the Supershift key and a “2”, and so on 
throughout the year. 

The letters get signed with “Very truly yours”, four 2's, 

and my name -- or sometimes “Sincerely”, etc. But all | hit is 
the supershift key and a ‘“‘v” for very truly yours and the 
Supershift key and an “‘s” for sincerely — plus the four 2’s 
and my name. 
Since Smartkey Il allows me to create my definition file 
using WordStar and then “compile” it for Smartkey II, when 
1985 comes around | will simply edit the WordStar file to 
change the year in 12 places and recompile the definitions. 

Smartkey Il is interactive at the keyboard while your ap- 
plication program, such as WordStar, is running. A few mo- 


ments ago, in the midst of this file, | realized that | was going 
to be typing ‘“‘Smartkey II” a lot. So | hit the [ESC] key and 
redefined the semicolon so that whenever | hit the key where 
the semicolon used to be “Smartkey II” prints instead! 
Changes that are made on the fly can be saved by going to the 
CP/M command level and invoking the FIXKEY program that 
allows you to save the current definitions. In this case, how- 
ever, | don’t want to change my definition file — I'd like to 

have the semicolon back next time | load WordStar! — and 

when | turn Ozzie off for the night the changes that | have 

made in the definitions of keys at this session will be gone and 

I'll be back to my standard definition file. 

| use Smartkey II to redefine the keyboard to a variant of the 
Dvorak Simplified Keyboard, actually using the recent alter- 
native keyboard standard recently adopted by the American 
National Standards Institute. The adaptation is not a total suc- 
cess, more because of the limitations of WordStar and Ozzie 
than Smartkey II. Ozzie, you see, has no response when you 
hit “*.”, or “*.”. So you can't completely follow the Dvorak 
layout and relocate the WordStar commands for ““w” and 
““v" to the period and comma locations for the Dvorak key- 
board arrangement since NOTHING happens when you hit 
those key combinations. The compromise is to mentally 
relabel the WordStar controls to their Dvorak keyboard 
“names”. This is only partially successful, since the 
WordStar help menus are not readily patched to have the cor- 
rect labels (according to Dvorak) show up, and when you enter 
a function from the keyboard it is put up on the screen in the 
upper left hand corner, another thing that would need 
patching. It’s a small price for me to pay to get the con- 
venience, speed, and comfort of the Dvorak arrangement. 
(Smartkey Il comes with a file called DVORAK.DEF which is 
SUPPOSED to convert the keyboard to the new ANSI standard 
for the alternate keyboard. There are some errors in the defini- 
tion file as distributed. My letter pointing this out months ago 
was never answered. If you try to use the DVORAK.DEF file be 
sure to compare it with a known copy of the standard to make 
sure the error has been corrected.) 

The presence of Smartkey Il when you are entering data can 
be a great boon. Many lists have strings that recur, and the 
ability to create special function keys almost without limit 
while on the fly can speed up the entry of data tremendously. | 
did a file of some 700 names and addresses almost all located 
in the downtown Chicago area. | created Smartkey II labels for 
each street name and zip code in the area, saving tons of entry 
keystrokes. 

Smartkey Il comes with a7 x 9 inch manual consisting of a 
32 page non-technical “Guide to Smartkey II” plus a 22 page 
“Technical Manual”. Each section has its own two page in- 
dex. The manual is clear and helpful, and the index allows you 
to find what you are looking for with a minimum of fuss and 
bother. 

The uses of Smartkey Il are limited only by your imagination 
in capturing the repetitive keystrokes that you use an saving 
them in Smartkey Il definition files. As you do your daily tasks, 
note the jobs that you do regularly with a sequence of identical 
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keystrokes. Write down the sequence and store it in a special 
function key, or in a Smartkey II definition file to save repeat- 


ing those keystrokes over and over. 
eseees eee 


XENOCOPY ® 


An OSBORNE to IBM Connection 


by Steve Cunningham 
Our office, a small section of alarge corporation, is a typical 
computer set-up; several IBM PC’S at work, and several per- 
sonal Osborne 1 and Execs at home. XENOCOPY ® is a neat 
software package which allows the movement of files between 
IBM disks, and any one of about 50 other types including 
Osborne 1D or 2D. The program is inexpensive ($ 150 ) and 
almost foolproof in operation. XENOCOPY is available for the 
IBM PC but itallows the movement of files from an alien disk to 
the IBM; while XENOWRIT ® allows the movement of IBM to 
alien. Both are marketed together as XENOCOPY PLUS ®. 
XENOCOPY is started from the A> prompt by calling the 
program name, all further action is menu driven, and the IBM 
special function keys are used and labeled across the bottom 
of the screen. The initial menu invites you to set-up the pro- 
! gram for PC or XT and define default drive, alien drive, etc. 
These parameters are remembered to a file called XWREF 
which is written from the menu. An important option is to 
rename or not rename files during file movement; your choice 
PA] here, but | prefer the rename option when writing to an alien 
™ disk to avoid an occasional glitch; more of this later. Following 
A } Set-up, you are asked to select the alien from a menu. The 
pp screen then changes to say “place alien disk in B: and IBM 
4 disk in A:" and hit enter. The alien disk directory is read and 
y displayed and you are asked to name a file to move. It happens 
quickly, about 10 seconds for a 16 K Supercalc file; and then 
you are asked for another. Wildcards are supported as well. 
You then exit the program and your Osborne files have been 
copied to the IBM disk. 
| have copied .CAL files,. DBF,.CMD,.BAS, and ASCII files 
with no problem. Note, dBase || command files from the 
Osborne are .CMD and the name must be changed to .PRG to 
be used by the IBM version of dBase. RENAME does this in a 
jiffy. Everything else looks exactly the same as it did at home 
on your Osborne. We have SC-2 and dBASE and WORDSTAR 
on the IBM so one can go to work immediately; some file 
changing would be needed to convert to LOTUS 1-2-3 or the 
like. 
XENOWRIT © works almost as well to move files from the 
IBM to the alien. The same set-up suffices and the same 
menus appear. | have encountered a problem, in that some- 
times a strange file name is written onto the Osborne disk. 
Names with two periods before the type or a blank space i.e.: 
* DBF. The file is the right size, and will show up with a DIR or 
XDIR command, but it cannot be accessed or ERA(sed). Thus 
the file is unusable and you can’t get rid of it !! My work around 
is to select the rename option, and check the new file name 
after movement. If in error, | move the same file again with a 
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new name until | get it right. | think that the only way to c 

the disk is to PIP the good files to anew disk and FORMAT the 
old. XENOWRIT is fairly new, SO possibly the vendor will offer 


ne KENOCOPY PLUS works as advertised, and it is easy and 
fast. Cheaper than Modems or null modems too. The docu- 
mentation is quite good and the menus allow operation with- 
out the manual. The program is copy protected to allow one 
copy, although you can use the program on the XTeasily since 
the program disk may be removed after the initial start-up. | 
understand that MEDIA MASTER ® from DG/Systems offers a 
similar capability for Osborne at a price of $29.95, and they 
will soon release a similar version for the IBM. If this works as 
well as XENOCOPY ® it will be a real bargain. Either program 
allows an easy transfer of “homework” to office work witha 
minimum of fuss or translation. Also, carrying a disk to work 


is easier than carrying the 30 pound Ozzie. 
eee eee & 


SPELL.COM — a Spelling Checker 


by Tom Choate 

| frequently use my Osborne 1 at home to generate business 
memos for transmission through my company’s electronic 
mail system. As a consequence, the use of proper spelling in 
these memos is important to me. Unfortunately, my spelling 
skills vary from poor to miserable (depending upon the subject 
matter) and | have been searching for a reasonably-priced 
spelling checker for over a year. 

The unfortunate fate of the Osborne Computer Company 
prompted a local chain of computer stores to gather up all its 
stock of Ozzie-related software and dump them into a card- 
board box in the rear of its nearby outlet. With an enticing sign 
announcing ‘‘50% off!” to lure me into the store, | risked life 
and limb during the past Christmas Season to grovel on my 
knees and paw through this wealth of orphaned software. One 
of the many jewels | found was the Software Toolwork’s 
(14478 Glorietta Drive, Sherman Oaks, Calif. 91423) “Spelling 
Detection and Marking Program”, called SPELL. 

The price of SPELL (copyright by Knowledge Engineering, 
Inc.) is $49.95, and, having used it heavily for several months, 
is well worth the price. 

From a storage standpoint, the dictionary and program 
generate a disk Space requirement of 45K bytes. SPELL uses a 
set of hashing algorithms to bit-pack the dictionary so that it 
can be maintained in memory for fast Spelling verification. Its 
21-page documentation is concise in describing program in- 
Stallation, usage and theory of operation. According to the 
theory section, each word is stripped of up to one prefix and 
two suffixes and then the “root” word is reduced to a bit ad- 
dress. If the address is found in the dictionary, it passes, if it is 
Not found, it is stored for display to the user for “marking” 
ppb steel peu root words in the dictionary. 

ix/sutfix file icti , i 
a to the 50,000 we yeaa eat 
peration of SPELL is simple. The program is i 
the user is prompted for the name of the ile to baorecked. The 
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program then reads the text file referenced, keeping the user 
informed as to the number of words checked and the number 
of questionable spellings detected as the checking process 
progresses. At the end of the checking process, the program 
displays each questionable word found, in alphabetical order. 
The user responds to each word display with a single key 
command to Ignore the word, to Mark the word for subsequent 
correction, to Add the word to the SPELL dictionary, to add 
only the word’s Root to the dictionary, or to Start over from the 
beginning of the list of questionable words. The process is 
fast, limited only by the speed of the user in viewing and re- 
sponding to each word’s display. When the review process is 
complete, the user is asked if the dictionary should be up- 
dated (with additional entries) and the marking process 
completed. 

The marking process consists of placing a “#” at the end 
of each misspelled word in the text file being searched. (The 
marking character can be set by you. The “‘#” character is 
the default.) You then re-enter your word processor (presum- 
ably WORDSTAR, but other word processors apparently may 
be used), search for the marking character, and correct each 
misspelled word marked. That's all there is to it! Processing 
speed? According to the documentation, SPELL processes 
about 4,000 words per minute, or one single-spaced page of 
text every seven seconds on a micro such as the Osborne (i.¢., 
a 4 MHz Z80 CPU). 

SPELL has various “advanced” processing options, such 
as: : 


. LOOKUP MODE — in which the questionable words are dis- 
played in alphabetic order without the word-by-word 
prompting. 

. TEXT FORMATTER COMMANDS — which cause SPELL to 
ignore user-specified format commands which are not part 
of the text itself. 

3. MARKER CHARACTER CHANGE — which allows you to 

Stipulate the marker character of your choice. 

4. PRINT TO FILE — which sends to a file what normally 
would be displayed on your screen. 

. BACKUP FILE — which allows a choice of backup file 
suffixes. 

. DICTIONARY — which allows you to build specialized dic- 
tionaries to be used by SPELL. 

7. AFFIX TABLE — which allows you to build specialized 

prefix/suffix dictionaries. 

8. IGNORE CHARACTER — which allows SPELL to ignore cer- 
tain special control characters (e.g., the '“&” used by Magic 
Wand°) 

9. ADD TO DICTIONARY — which allows you to add a list of 

new words to a dictionary in a “batch” mode, 


| am a novice concerning spelling checkers: however, | 
think that SPELL offers powerful performance for its price — 


perhaps for many times its price. | am very satisfied with 
it. 
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The Enhancer 


by W. Terry Whalin 

A number of articles in past issues of the FOGHORN have 
dealt with installing printers and how to use INSTALL.COM to 
Modify WordStar for your printer. If you have a printer and 
haven't wanted to take the time to learn INSTALL.COM or pos- 
sibly have used INSTALL and want an easier way setting up 
your printer, a multiple printer install program might be just 
what you are needing. 

| recently purchased an Okidata 92 printer. | wanted to get 
all the fancy features of a dot matrix printer working but didn’t 
want to do a lot of calculation to figure out how to get it all 
working from WordStar. The Enhancer is sold by Sudden! 
Products Group, 3421 M Street N.W., Suite 1336, Washington, 
D.C. 20007. They do not accept credit card orders so you have 
to pay via personal check or money order. They are a small 
operation run by Craig & Julie Freied. The bulk of their prod- 
ucts are geared specifically for the Osborne 1 or Executive. 
Originally the business was located in Hawaii while Craig was 
in med school but is now in Washington, D.C. where he is do- 
ing his residency. | recommend you get their free catalog even 
if you do not buy The Enhancer. It has some good hints for the 
various Osborne programs and also a few interesting pro- 
grams in MBASIC to try. 

Besides getting all the basic features of your printer work- 
ing, The Enhancer allows you to set up WordStar exactly as 
you want it when it first appears on the screen. These various 
features include: 


1. A blinking cursor (fast or slow or off). | really like this fea- 
ture because when you do a search (“QF), it makes it easy 
to locate the cursor again. 

2. Automatic log onto B drive. This eliminates a special func- 
tion key which | had set up or worst yet typing LB: 2 each 
time you load WordStar. 

3. Setting the default of the right margin to your choice of a 

value between 50 and 95 in increments of 5. 

Turning the right margin justification on or off. 

Turning the insert mode on or off. 

Providing narrow ‘‘insert on’’ prompts for the 52 column 

screen. 

Supressing the page break display. 

Setting up the column where WordStar shows the flags in 

either column 64,80,104,120, or 128. For 80 column 

screens they recommend either 64 or 80 and for the 52 

column screen they recommend 120. Personally | am 

using 80. 

Page numbers printed. This feature is nice if you are 

continually using the dot command .OP. It will eliminate 

this step in your word processing as the page numbers 
will not print unless turned on. 

10. Expert mode is an option for a faster WordStar loading 
time and turning off all the on screen prompts and setting 
help to level 0. | found this hard to adjust to at first but | 
like it now that | have been using it a while. It does cut 
down the loading time for WordStar considerably. 
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Since The Enhancer is a printer installer, what printers will 
it install? Here is the list: 


EPSON MX-80 II! or MX-100 Ill 
EPSON MX PRINTER (GRAFTRAX-PLUS) 
EPSON MX PRINTER (NO GRAFTRAX) 
EPSON RX-80 

EPSON FX-80 

OKIDATA 82 

OKIDATA 83 

OKIDATA 84 

OKIDATA 92 

MANNESMANN TALLY 

C \TOH PROWRITER 

NEC PC-8023A 

STAR GEMINI 10X/15X 

PLAIN EPSON #2 

IDS MICROPRISM 

SPECIAL PRINTER 1 

SPECIAL PRINTER 2 

SPECIAL PRINTER 3 

SPECIAL PRINTER 4 


| am not sure the significance of special printers 1-4 and 
don’t find any enlightenment from The Enhancer documenta- 
tion. Some compromises have been made for every printer ex- 
cept the Mannesmann Tally which has complete codes in 
WordStar. The Freieds attempted to chose the features most 
people would likely use. If you discover a feature missing and 
you really need it, then write them a letter and they will at- 
tempt to rectify the problem. They will not help you get the 
program working if you have not read the documentation 
throughly before writing them. If all else fails, read before fir- 
ing off a letter to them. 

The advertisement in the FOGHORN claims you can install 
your printer in 40 seconds. After using The Enhancer, | believe 
they are correct. Although good documentation is provided, 
the program gives you the instructions in a nutshell on page 2. 
First as with all the software, you make a copy of your original 
WordStar and a copy of The Enhancer program. Then you load 
WordStar in drive A and The Enhancer in drive B. Press R to 
Run a program. When asked for the program name type 
B:ENHANCE ©. The program will ask you to make various 
choices, which | described above 1-10, and finally to choose 
which printer to install. 

Some of you may think this is a great little program and you 
will go into the printer installation business for a slight fee. 
The Enhancer protects itself from such enterprise. When you 
order the program from Sudden!, you include the serial num- 
ber of your WordStar. | had an old copy of WordStar | was 
using from my first Osborne (I sold my first machine last sum- 
mer). When I sent in the serial number, naturally, | gave them 
my current WordStar serial number. When | first tried to use 
The Enhancer, the introductory screen appeared and | tried to 
continue but received an error message saying ‘serial number 
### was not there’. You can only use The Enhancer on your 
copy of WordStar. If you want to do something illegal as far as 
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using The Enhancer, you have to give away a Copy of your 
WordStar as well as The Enhancer. Pretty good protection 
scheme in my book and Sudden! is to be commended for it. 

| had a problem with my cursor getting lost in either the last 
column of the screen or the first one after | initially used the 
program. In other words, my screen would be showing column 
65 and the cursor would be on column 1.1 found this program 
bug annoying. | wrote the Freieds’ a letter on 2/16 and didn’t 
really expect much of a response. They called me on 3/6 to 
explain they had fixed the problem and were sending me anew 
copy of The Enhancer with the fix. | was impressed. 

One of the best things about The Enhancer is the price. It 


costs $35 but they have a user’s group special which drops . 


the price to $25 if you enclose a copy of your local user’s 
group newsletter. Including shipping the price is $28. Well 
worth the investment. 

The documentation includes many practical suggestions 
about using WordStar and setting up your special function 
keys from which beginners and experienced users alike will 
benefit. | didn’t take all their suggestions, but found some of 
them helpful. | recommend you experiment and find what 
works best for you. 

After | installed my printer, Appendix 4 in the documenta- 
tion is especially useful. It contains the appropriate printer 
codes for each printer on a separate page. Same of these 
codes are the same as WordStar’s and others are different. | 
found it helpful to photocopy the page for Okidata and have it 
handy when working with WordStar until | got familiar with the 
common ones. Now | can easily use to some of these features 
on my printer: pica type, elite type, condensed type, double- 
pica, double-elite, double-condensed, data mode printing 
(160cps) or correspondence mode (40cps), superscripts, sub- 
scripts, underlining, and printing at 6 or 8 lines per inch. 
These are the basic features of the printer. Admittedly, the 
printer will do some other things, but The Enhancer easily 
handles all the basics. , 

| recommend the purchase of The Enhancer. | found it use- 
ful plus | gained all the additional flexibility of being able to 
install WordStar as | want it and not in its pre-packaged form. 


o $28, the price is well worth the investment and savings in 
ime. 
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PRINTERIZER 


by Tom Graves 

PRINTERIZER ($35.00) and HexPrintR version 1.2 ($39.00) 
(Both for $55.) C.1. Software, 1380 Garnet Ave, #£149, San 
Diego, CA 92109. In the November, 1983 issue of FOGHORN, | 
made some comments about a program called HexPrintR 
which allowed you to send any control codes you wanted to 
your printer. | mentioned, among other things, that the pro- 
gram worked but was cumbersome to use. | have since had a 
chance to work with the updated version of HexPrintR and 
with another program, Printerizer, which sets up WordStar to 
access the special features of a given printer. These two pro- 
grams have proven to solve many of my printing problems. 
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First, some history. ; : 
|, as a brand new owner of an Osborne 01, had squeezed in 
as many printing patches for my Epson MX-80 as | could. | 
had used Jim Woolley’s article, complete with typos, which 
was printed in the first issue of the Portable Companion [and 
FOGHORN before thaf|. Knowing that there was more | wanted 
the Epson to do and not knowing how to get to those features, | 
responded to an ad for a Program called HEX YOUR 
WORDSTAR. !n return | got HexPrintR, an updated version of 
HEX YOUR WORDSTAR and a credit slip. The price had gone 
down! The credit slip was turned into a check with no prob- 
lems. Although HexPrintR is terribly cumbersome, | had used 
it regularly for all the special features | wanted. | had it in- 
stalled on a separate copy of WordStar because it would not 
install on top of MATH*. | also had a special set of function key 
definitions to allow me to enter my most often used printer 
control strings. ‘ - 

After the November, 1983 FOGHORN was issued, in fact, be- 
fore | got my copy, | received a call from Tom Vyse, the pro- 
gram’s author, who asked me to review an updated version of 
HexPrintR and the Printerizer. | jumped at the chance. You can 
allow for any bias you might find in my comments knowing | 
got review copies. In talking to Tom, he said that HexPrintR 
was his first product but that he considered the Printerizer the 
more important. | agree. | had fun playing around with all the 
patches | had put in over the months, but | never squeezed so 
much out of the Epson as the Printerizer allowed. 

While | had been using HexPrintR for some features, | have 
Not needed to use it since installing the Printerizer program. 
For some of the features, you can toggle from within WordStar 
or from the Epson. You have available both the broken under- 
line and a solid underline and both a half line super/subscript 
or the Epson’s half-height print. Some features, mostly graph- 
ics and paper feeding commands, are toggled using a com- 
bination of Printerizer and HexPrintR codes. | found the list of 
commands a bit confusing, so | made up my own list arranged 
to my liking. The commands in the documentation are 
grouped in logical categories such as “Printing Pitch and 
Type,” “Printing Character Enhancements and Modifiers,” 
and “Paper Feeding.” My rearranging the commands was a 
subjective choice to fit my own preferences. 

One “argument” | have been having with Tom Vyse is over 
the way he displays an “Escape” character, namely a ‘““E.” | 
feel that something like a ‘“[’’ would be less confusing as 
some Commands use a “Control-E” which looks the same 
(CE). Tom says, and | can see his point, that it is possible to 
enter a ‘“["' into a WordStar text and it would be an “escape,” 
but that WordStar would never pass it on to the printer. | still 
think some better way, if only a cautionary note, could be 
found to avoid confusing the novice. The Printerizer is avail- 
able for twenty different printers, such as BMC, Brother, C. 
Itoh, Epson, and Okidata. 

I have not had the necessity of using HexPrintR, but | have 
used it and it does work. A good project, for someone with 
more time than |, would be to rework his character library for 
the Epson or other printers. The library contains a copyright 
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symbol (°), a Spanish enya (), a TradeMark (®) symbol, sev- 
eral arrows and other symbols and is set up for the C. Itoh and 
NEC dot matrix printers. Hanns Trostli has made up a library 
of Portuguese characters which was published in the January, 
1984 FOGHORN. \f you have to use another printer, you can 
send the proper codes to that printer using HexPrintR. | have 
done this for my Daisywriter. While anyone with full time use 
of a second printer should have a copy of WordStar set up for 

that printer, HexPrintR will help you get features from other 

printers which are not installed or when you do not want to 

mess with the coding within a given text. 

Also included with the package is a printer spooler which 
May optionally be installed at the same time you install the 
Printerizer and HexPrintR. This spooler is similar to the one 
that was published awhile ago in Portable Companion. The 
spooler is a distinct improvement over WordStar’s native print 
while editing feature. 

Printerizer, HexPrintR and the spooler can all be installed 
on top of either version 2.6 or 3.x of WordStar. The new ver- 
sion of HexPrintR now allows other programs, such as 
MATH", to be installed and, with v. 3.3, you can still use 
WordStar's install program to change features. The installa- 
tion is simple and menu driven. The HexPrintR manual is short 
but gives all the necessary information including character 
design using dot graphics. | have successfully installed it on 
versions 2.6 and 3.3 and have verified that the spooler works 
and that Math” still works. 

| have found Tom Vyse to be supportive and to answer 
questions, either by phone or mail. Although | have not had 
major problems, my questions have gotten answered 
promptly. 

Some of my original observations still stand, but must be 
put in perspective. HexPrintR is still cumbersome to use. How- 
ever, with the companion Printerizer, you only have to use it for 
very special occasions. | no longer need two working copies of 
WordStar just for the Epson as Math* can now be installed. 
One consideration is that some programs developed for use 
with WordStar may not work with HexPrintR installed. | use 
FOOTNOTE (Digital Marketing) and at first did not think | could 
use it along with HexPrintR as they both use the user-defined 
printer codes in WordStar. Because of my formating desires, | 
can use FOOTNOTE. | like all my notes at the end of a text. As 
long as | remember to remove any “‘Control-Q's” from the text 
using the ‘“QA” feature before running FOOTNOTE and as 
long as | have removed the notes before printing the text, | 
have no problems. Funny things happen if! forget to do things 
in sequence, though. 

For someone who does not want to dig into the depths of 
WordStar to install printer features, or for someone who wants 
more than he or she can squeeze out of the program, this pair 
of programs is highly recommended. These programs are 


available in several popular formats. 
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SYSTEM NOTES 


SC2 and Alternate Print Styles 


by Don Hinkel 

When reading the latest FOGHORN (June ‘84, pg. 7), | was 
quite excited about the letter from the Editor about setting 
Ozzie up for alternate print formats. Imagine my disappoint- 
ment when | read that you had to have another computer set 
up the program because Ozzie wouldn't really send the right 
code from the keyboard. Then | had a great idea — why not 
use DDT to insert the correct code in the file!! | am not an 
assembly language programmer (yet), but | can figure some 
things out with all the tools we foggies have. Here is my result- 
ing method: 


1 — load SC2 


2 — enter these lines into column A just like a regular eX- 
ecute file: 


1“/0DA1,S 
2"A 


3 — now enter /GB to erase the border lines 


4 — enter /SCOMPRESS.CAL,A to make an optional .CAL 
file for reference 


5— ra /ODALL,DC.XQT to save the file as an eXecute 
ile. 


6 — enter /QY to leave SC2 


7 — while in CP/M enter B:DDTA:C.XQT (I keep my DDT file 
on drive B: for this). 


8 — enter $117 

9 — after 0117 5D type 1D.2 
10 — after 0118 5D type 20.5 
11 — after 0119 20 type.o 


(note: if the screen doesn’t give the same numbers I’ve em- 
phasized, then don’t continue! You'll have to use 
other commands to find the correct addresses and 
will have to know how to use DDT well to carry on) 


12 — type “C to exit DDT 
13 — at the A> prompt, type SAVE 1 C.XQT 


When you want compressed print in SC2, all you need to do 
is eXecute the C.XQT file by entering /XC . This will give you 
132 characters or 14 regular columns. 

To go back to 80 character mode, because ~X doesn’t work 
from /0 Dall, SSeither (sorry David, but it didn’t work on my 


tan Ozzie and Okidata 82A) you have two choices. You can just 
turn the printer off and on again to reset it back to the default 
setting, or you can make another -XQT file with these changes: 


use a 1E in place of the 1D in step 9; 


use a different file name in steps 4,5,7, & 13 
(lused D.XQT for my file). 


As any experienced user will notice, | used 2 J's in the 
start-up file. This will allow you to put in any 2-character con- 
trol code if you want to use other features of your printer, or 
you have a printer that requires different codes. 

One warning...make sure that you turn off the Auto form- 
feed by typing /ODall,SA~Z before using any print-setting eX- 
ecute files or you'll have to to a manual form-feed before you 
print your file because of the A required to get out the page 
with garbage on it. 

I'll put the eXecute files | have in the FOG library, so if you 
can’t follow my explanation, you can use the files anyway. 


Don Hinkel is a member of the Affiliated Member Organization, 
Vancouver Portable Computer Club (VPCC). The group's meet- 
ings are listed in the CALENDAR section. 


Organizing a Diskette 


with MBASIC Programs 


by W. Terry Whalin 

Often several months go by and I don’t use a single MBASIC. 
program. Then when | use it, | have to review how to load a 
program and how to run it, etc. Also | have many game disk- 
ettes and other MBASIC programs which | enjoy occasionally, 
but they are completely unorganized. Each program has to be 
individually loaded every time. 

Using MENU.BAS from the FOG library, you can easily or- 
ganize those MBASIC programs. Then the next time you go to 
run them, you won't have to spend time reading the manual. 

Last year, | checked out FOG GAME diskettes 1-12 from our 
local users group. Taking a block of time, | systematically 
played all the games, recording which were working and fun 
to play (definitely a subjective evaluation). | only copied and 
kept the games | judged worth keeping. 

GAM.007 to GAM.011 each had MENU.BAS. This program 
Sets up a menu for the games on that particular disk and 
makes it easy to use. But | had reorganized all the games — 
removing Some games and combining several different disks. 
This article will help you organize your MBASIC programs, if 
yours are in a Chaotic state of disorganization. 

I've found this application particularly helpful for various 
game programs but the application is general enough to be 
used with any series of MBASIC programs (for example, | have 
an address label package in MBASIC and some other mis- 
Cellaneous programs | have typed in from magazines or writ- 
ten). Recently | revised the DATA Statements in the MENU 


Program and also the individua 
monet | game programs to get them to 
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First of all, here is a listing of the program called MENU.BAS 
(from FOG GAM.009). This should be typed in using the 
MBASIC editor and then debugged to eliminate typographical 
errors. a 


100 REM - MENU program by Jim Wooley, FOG Disk Librarian, 8/82 
110 CLEAR : ; 
120 DEFINT I-N pond ‘ u 
130 DIM PROG$( 41): 
140 FMT$=""#e, &°* 
450 INPUT ‘*Press ‘RETURN? for MENU’ ' NBR 
460 PRINT CHR$(26): 
470 RESTORE 
1801-0 
790 WHILE PROG$(1)«)*“NOMOREDATA’* 
200 I=1+1:READ PROG$(I) 
210 HEND j Sal ag” 
220 LAST=I-4:ILAST=LAST | 
230 IF ILAST) 19 THEN ILAST=20 
240 FOR I=1 TO ILAST 
250 PRINT USING FMT$ ;1 ;PROG$(T); 
260 J=20+I : 
270 IF J>LAST THEN PRINT ‘ * 
ELSE PRINT TAB(25); :PRINT USING FMT$;J;PROGS (J) 
280 NEXTI . 4 
290 PRINT : 
300 INPUT’ Enter program number (0 to quit): ‘* NBR 
310 IF NBR=O THEN END 
320 IF NBR(1 OR NBR)LAST THEN 300 
330 RUN PROG$(NBR) “ 
340 REM ~ Enter program filenames as DATA statements 
350 DATA CRAPS, CUBE , DIAMOND , DICE, DIGITS ,EVENWIN( , EVENWIN2 
360 DATA FLIPFLOP, FOOTBAL‘1, FOOTBAL2 , FURTRADR , GOLF , GONOKO 
370 DATA GUESS GUNNER , HAMURABI, HANGMAN, HELLO, HI-Q, HOCKEY 
380 DATA HORSRACE ; 
998 REM — Next line must be Last DATA statement 
999 DATA NOMOREDATA 


The DATA statements (lines 350-380) will have to be modi- 
fied for every diskette you would like to run on a menu. | or- 
ganized all my game diskettes with this program. In each 
case, | copied MENU.BAS onto the diskette where | desired a 
menu, then using the MBASIC editor revised the DATA state- 
ments so the MBASIC programs on that diskette were listed in 
the data. Note when typing in the DATA statements that the 
last program listed on each line is not followed by a comma. 
The program will hang up if you include one. 

This program has a limitation of 40 files so do not try to en- 
ter more than 40 in the DATA statements. You may think 40 is 
plenty but when | was organizing my games, | found that one 
of my diskettes had 44 games on it. Just be forewarned. 

After you have copied MENU.BAS onto each diskette and 
modified the DATA statements for the particular diskette, an 
additional Step remains. Each program on the list has to be 
modified so once you finish a program, it will return to the 


menu. Here are some steps to modify your games or other 
MBASIC programs: il 
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1. LOAD MBASIC in Drive A. 


2. LOAD the MBASIC program included in the menu and then 
at the prompt “OK”, type LIST 2. 


3. Look for the line in the MBASIC program that says “END” or 
possibly “RESET”. Usually this is a line by itself. If it is a sin- 
gle entry on the line, then type the line number and a return. 
This erases that line. Then type the same line number and 
RUN “MENU” © for example: 999 RUN “MENU” 2. 


4, Save the program onto the diskette as you have revised it by 
typing SAVE “B:filename ©. Note a .BAS file extension is not 
needed but simply the name of the program. This is a impor- 
tant step in the editing process and if it is not done, then the 
program will not be changed permanently. 


While going through this revision process, | learned that 
MBASIC has to be reloaded each time you change a diskette in 
drive B. If you have set up your special function keys as de- 
scribed below, then this is simply a matter of typing CONTROL 
6. | received an error message each time | changed diskettes, 
revised a program and attempted to save it unless | reloaded 
MBASIC. 

Here are some suggestions for setting up your special func- 
tion keys to make this whole revision process easier and to 
use MBASIC. Below is listed the special function keys on my 
MBASIC diskette which | set up using the program, 
SETUP.COM: 


Key command Explanation 

0:RUN **B: runs an MBASIC program on the B drive 
1:LOAD **B: loads an MBASIC program on the B drive 
2:SAVE ‘*B: saves an MBASIC program on the B drive 
3:LISTO lists a program loaded in memory 

4:RUN * MENU’ ' runs the menu program (explained below) 
S:PILES. “By, *"* lists the files on the B drive from MBASIC 
6:AUTOST 2 automatically begins MBASIC from CP/M 
7:XDIR B: 2 runs XDIR from CP/M 

8:DISK B: O runs DISK from CP/M 

9:SYSTEM 2 causes MBASIC to return to CP/M 


After you have your MBASIC programs modified to return to 
the MENU, and you have revised the DATA statements so the 
MENU.BAS is working properly, you are ready to run 
MENU.BAS. Here is a run down of how the program functions: 


1. Load MBASIC in drive A. 


2. Remove the MBASIC diskette from drive A and insert the 
diskette with MENU.BAS. 


3. Type RUN “MENU” 2 (or CONTROL 4 if you have set up your 
special function key). 


An instruction should appear at the bottom of the screen 
“Press <RETURN> for MENU”. After pressing RETURN, the 
screen will clear and the programs from the DATA statements 
will be listed in numerical order with 1-20 in one column and 
21-40 in the second column. For example: 

1. CRAPS 

2. CUBE 


> 
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3. DIAMOND 
4. DICE 
5. DIGITS 
etc. 
Enter program number (0 to quit): 
Remember this program works with MENU.BAS and the 
MBASIC programs in drive A. Hopefully it will help you have an 
easier time at running various MBASIC programs than reading 


the manual. 
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Trantor Hard Disk & 
19200 Baud Simple BIOS Patch 


for Quicker Output to Printer 


by Bob Docken 
(and many thanks to Yati & Susan at Trantor) 

The system that | now have consists of an OCC 1, Epson 
MX-80 with an add-on 64K buffer + serial interface, and the 
Trantor 10MB hard disk. | am well satisfied with the perfor- 
mance of the setup, especially since | purchased the 64K 
printer buffer. Shortly after | bought the Trantor, | looked into 
getting a serial interface for my Epson MX-80, and found that 
for about twice the money | could get a buffer as well. Only 
buying the Trantor 10MB was a smarter move. Now | output to 
the printer and have the hard disk plugged in at the same time. 
The printer buffer is manufactured by 

Practical Peripherals 

31245 La Baya Drive 

Westlake Village, California 91362 


It has worked very well, is easy to install yourself (though the 
computer store nicked me $40 for the privilege), is guaranteed 
for 5 years, and any questions that | have had the folks at 
Practical Peripherals were glad to answer. The approximate 
cost for the buffer add-on to my Epson MX-80 was 


MBS 32/64 $180.00 

Installation 40.00 

Seriad Cable 40.00 

Upgrade to 64K Ram Buffer 

Including Reset Switch 120.00 (Absolutely Necessary) 
Total $380.00 


As | said, | got nicked on the installation and the cable, but 
the expense has proven well worth the investment. The MBS 
32/64K comes with 16K ram, that is upgradable to 64K, as the 
price list shows. BUY the upgrade immediately, don’t wait. 

For the skeptics out there, | didn’t just buy this unit at once. 
I looked for other serial interfaces, and found one at a com- 
puter store (an out-of-date Epson board, “but no problem!”’) 
for about $100. Many times, | have thanked my stars that | 
bought the interface with the buffer. 

The MBS 32/64K buffer is not only capable of storing in- 
formation, but it handles a range of BAUD rates, including 
300, 1200, and 19200, various kinds of protocols, and all 
sorts of other technical stuff, all easily figured out from the 
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i ion manual, which | would rate about a 7. 

Oa, my attention was drawn to the article by Jona- 
than Owens, How to Get 19200 Baud and Other Serial Port Op- 
tions, in the April, 1984, issue of the FOGHORN. | also direct 
your attention to Caught Speeding in the Fog, by Donald W. 
Smith, FOGHORN, September, 1983, p. 24. DWS attempted to 
input to the OCC 1 without success. As far as I can tell, and 
ve been using this for a couple of weeks, no information has 
been lost, no characters scrambled. OUTPUT at 19200 BAUD 
from the serial port works just fine. 

1 know a little about DDT, SYSGEN, BIOS, and the like, so | 
tried SETBD. It worked like a charm on my Osborne system 
without the Trantor BIOS. But running SETBD after having 
booted the Trantor BIOS locked up the system, so that I'd have 
to reset and reboot. | thought that the Trantor BIOS would ren- 
der the address information in Owens’ article incorrect. But, 
not so, since a phone call with Yati at Trantor cleared up the 
problem. When you cold boot your Osborne with the Trantor 
BIOS, the computer first loads the Osborne BIOS, then the 
Trantor BIOS overlays the Osborne system, changing any 
pointers necessary for the hard disk operation. Silly me! All 
you have to do is modify the Osborne BIOS, and the Trantor 
BIOS, in this case, picks up the change. | KNEW it had to be 
easy. You then can output to your printer at 19200 BAUD with 
no problem. . 

For all those Trantor owners out there, here’s how you do it. 
If you look at the article by Owens, How to Get 19200 Baud ..., 
he recommends using MOVCPM, but that isn’t necessary, and 
may Cramp your new system. Just do the following: 

Boot your Osborne with the Osborne BIOS, as you would 
without the Trantor Hard Disk connected. Use a CP/M disk- 
ette, with SYSGEN, DDT, and the original Osborne system. 
Make sure that the Trantor AUTOST.COM is NOT on the disk, 
By the way, it isn’t ever necessary to disconnect the Trantor, 
since the original Osborne system won't recognize the hard 
disk without the Trantor BIOS overtay. 

You now need to load the Osborne BIOS into memory, and - 
then change a value at a single memory location, 1FEQH, as 
Owens says. ‘ : 

So Type that which is holdfaced: 

Step 1: 
A) SYSGEN D 
Operating System Generation Program 
OSBORNE COMPUTER SYSTEM ONE 
REVISION 1.5 


SOURCE drive (A or B) A 


DESTINATION (A, B or RETURN to exit) O 
Step 2: 
A) SAVE 50 CPMTRY © 


Step 3: 

Ay DDT CPMTRY 2D 
DDT VERS 2.2 
NEXT PC 
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3300 100 

- SIFE9O 
1FE9 55 54.0 
‘1FEA 80. 

“Ct 


Step 4: 
A) SYSGEN O 
Operating System Generation Program 
OSBORNE COMPUTER SYSTEM ONE 
REVISION 1.5 


SOURCE drive (A or B) O 


DESTINATION (A, B or RETURN to exit) A 
Put DESTINATION diskette in A. 
then press RETURN © 


System Copied Successfully 
DESTINATION (A, B OR RETURN TO EXIT) O 


A) 


You should now be up and running at 19200 BAUD. Use a 
copy of your CP/M utilities diskette, and fool around. You 
can’t hurt a thing but the copy. If you crash the BIOS, just 
RESET, make another copy of the CP/M diskette, and try 
again. 

Running SYSGEN at first loads part of CP/M (I emphasize 
part) into memory (Step 1) from your CP/M utilities disk. Typ- 
ing SAVE 50 CPMTRY.COM is necessary because DDT will 
overwrite the memory that SYSGEN needs if you load it alone, 
viz., DDT. But typing DDT CPMTRY.COM (Step 3) will reload the 
BIOS relocated by SYSGEN (as well as some assumed SYSGEN 
parameters) and saved in the file CPMTRY.COM in memory at a 
place where you can then alter it with DDT (Step 4). Then save 
the changes to a disk with the second SYSGEN (Step 5) 
command. 

Pressing return when SYSGEN asks for a source drive 
forces SYSGEN to take the system from memory, which you 
have altered with DDT. There is no reason to fool around with 
MOVCPM, though you can if you want to. Yati at Trantor said 
that it was unnecessary, and changing the position of CP/M in 
memory Is never a good idea. In any case, this routine works 
just fine, and my system works swell. 

There is a good deal of confusion regarding the im- 
plementation of the SYSGEN program. | am uncertain of ex- 
actly what it does, but it appears that only part of the actual 
CP/M system can be modified by this method. CP/M located 
above EFOOH in memory is apparently not available for perma- 
nent incorporation into the systems tracks of a diskette. The 
four books that | have on CP/M all skirt the important details 
about SYSGEN, and the Osborne Manual only Includes how to 
use it and that SYSGEN FILENAME is not supported, which 
means that the Osborne SYSGEN is another unique adventure. 
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If somebody knows of a good, complete CP/M reference, 
please let me know. I’ve looked at many books, and they are all 
conceptual, ignoring many essential details. . 

| strongly urge all you Trantor owners out there to inves: 
tigate a printer buffer. With a hard disk, one can do an oper- 
ation in dBIl, for example, then output the results, do another 
operation, while the printer is working, then output the results, 
and so forth. It is very slick, and this extra output speed 
through the serial port to my printer buffer has enormously in- 
creased the utility of my computer system. It may be that | am 
behind the times, but | see few articles on using hard disks in 
the FOGHORN. Now, if | can just get the Epson not to sound like 


a Cat scratching a blackboard, I'll be just fine. 
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Auto Siemens Drive Speed-up 


by Robert Bollini 

After the initial dazzle, nobody likes fancy stuff that won't 
go away. Judging from the efforts folks have made to escape 
that tedious logo and the delays it imposes on loading, the 
Autostart machinery that mars every OCC disc is the most un- 
popular feature of the whole package. 

All know that the Ozzie is built to look for a program to load 
when the <return> key is pressed from the power-on dis- 
play. | wondered if it would be possible not only to use this fea- 
ture to bypass the logo and Autostart (old hat, | know), but 
speed up the discs as well. Again, many of you know that both 
the MPI and Siemens discs can be made silkier and much 
faster by inserting the byte 00 (MPI), or 01 (Siemens) into ad- 
dress EF13. The program FAST does this, but it must be run at 
the initiation of every session, and carried on all appropriate 
discs. Frank Muennmemann patched CP/M for MPI owners in 
May, but his addresses are inapplicable to Siemens drives. 
The following procedure will bring up the Osborne 1 DD with 
Siemens drives running a good deal faster and singing a 
happy song. Incidentally, it will bypass Autostart and the logo, 
and display XDIR. The instructions provide only for DDT, 
MOVCPM, and SYSGEN, which everybody owns. DU and its 
varieties makes the job easier, but not everybody owns it yet. 

First, put a disc with MOVCPM, DDT and SYSGEN in drive A. 
Put an empty, formatted disc in drive B. TYPE: 


MOVCPM(space)59(space)* 2 
SAVE 39 B:CPM59.COM > 
DDT 8:CPM59.COM 2 
-)2000 © 


You'll see the word “‘Autost” beginning at 20ie. Continue. 


$20le O 
58 2 
44.2 
49.2 
52.0 
00.2 
a) 

“¢ 
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This is the hex code for “XDIR” plus a null; the period ends 
the insert mode, and “C returns you to the system prompt A>. 


SAVE 39 b:cpm59.com © 


Now you own a CPM system that bypasses the Autostart 
complex and brings up XDIR instead. But you must use a spe- 
cial procedure to load it on the system tracks. Continue. 


DDT b:cpm59.com > 
“C 

You have the A> prompt; the modified system is sitting in 
memory. Continue. ‘ : 


SYSGEN > 
r=) 


That is, you answer the first question with a ©. Continue. 
bh: O , 
i 

Now push reset. Bring up drive b: as drive a: by pressing 
shift-quotation mark. If you have XDIR on the disc, it will run. 
If not, the system will ask for it. Now for the XDIR patch to 


speed up the discs. Put DDT and XDIR together on a disc in 
Drive A:. You won’t need Drive B. TYPE: 


DDT XDIR.COM > 
-a100 

call 08¢8 

ae) : 


You have told the program to move to the patch before it 
does anything else. Continue. 


-a08c8 O 

myi 2,01 2 
StaEFI3 OD 
Ixih,0000 2 
ret © 

a?) 

at: 


You've moved a speedier byte to the Proper address, re- - 


placed the instruction you wrote over at 0100, returned the 
program to its ordinary path, and returned to the A>. 
Continue. 


SAVE 9 NXDIR.COM © 


A new name so you won't lose XDIR if a mistake has been 
made. Continue. 


NXDIR © 


Drives sound different? Program look OK? Erase XDIR, and 
change the name of NXDIR.COM to XDIR.COM. Transfer the 
patched XDIR to the same disc with the patched CP/M. Put the 
disc on drive A. Push RESET. Press 2. You have faster drives 
and XDIR. No Logo. If you like it, use SYSGEN to replace the 
system on your other discs. Use PIP to move the new XDIR 


around. 
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REDO PIP in User Areas 
by Duane Stevens 
Two pieces of information from the March 1984 FOGHORN 


reat ideas, but they go together wonderfully! 
Te i the letter from Ben Clark of Hartwell, Georgia. 
Saving a ‘‘dummy” file (REDO.COM) of zero length allows you 
to immediatly re-start the program you were just in. The arti- 
cle by Jonathan Owens (“User Area Numbers ) permits the 
saving of multiple single-density disks onto different user 


areas of one double-density disk. 
It seemed like more trouble than | wanted to go through to 
get a copy of PIP.COM into any user area | wanted to copy files 


to. Instead, try this: 


USER 0 © 
SAVE 0 REDO.COM > 


USER 1 © 
SAVE 0 REDO.COM © 


USER 2 © 
SAVE 0 REDO.COM © 


Now you are ready to load PIP.COM into memory: 
PIP.COM 2 
* eo) 

To copy to user area 2, type: 


USER 2 © 
REDO 2 


: The computer will respond with the PIP prompt: 


The advantage of this system is that you only need one 
Copy of PIP.COM on the disk (in USER 0). The disadvantage is 


. that REDO.COM takes up an entry in the disk directory, but 


takes up no file space! 


Duane Stevens is a member of (1st) FOG of Silicon Valley. This 
group was the first of the Affiliated Member Organizations, 
which was only fair since the group saw the start of the First 
Osborne Group (FOG). As with all A.M.0. groups, you can find 


the cain dates and times in theCALENDAR Section each 
month. 


Wordwrap in BASIC 


by Charles Cooley , 

During my first real experience programing in BASIC | ran 
across a problem when using long strings. BASIC just chops 
off the String at the end of the line and continues the String on 
the next line without regard for words, spaces, hyphens or 
whatever. Adiligent search among the many published books 
and articles on how to program in BASIC revealed no routine 
to solve this problem. Surely others must have found a solu- 
tion to this common difficulty which must occur when ever 


BASIC prints or Iprints a strin lon i i 
but | could not find it. peas des 
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Every builder knows the value of a strong foundation. 
If you're an Osborne owner, you already know your Osborne 

is tried and proven, Now, you can combine your trusted founda- 

tion with our state-of-the-art products to create a truly powerful 

system. A system shaped to your needs. And your budget. 
We call it Drive C:, 


What is Drive C:? 

Drive C: is a RAM-disk that adds speed and storage capacity 
to your Osborne. It instantly improves SuperCalc, WordStar, 
dBASE II and all your CP/M programs. 

Drive C: is a Print Buffer that lets you compute and print 
at the same time. 

Drive C: is powerful software like QuickPac that gets you 
up and running with a single keystroke, and Archive that stores 
the giant 376K files you can build on Drive C:. 

Built with hi-speed RAM chips and sophisticated electronics, 
Drive C: is silent, reliable and fast. Perfectly tailored to fit your 
Osborne, Drive C: installs in seconds without any tools. 


Build big on an Osborne budget 

Any one of these Single features is worth the low cost of Drive C:. 
But with Drive C: you get them ALL in one package for the 
same low cost. For either the Osborne | or the Executive. 


CompuMagic's ManyKey is also included FREE with 
384K Drive C:, tes eee 


Build your own system solution! 
Here's how it works, 

Start with the 192K Drive C:, our lowest cost building block. 
For more speed, power and Capacity move up to the 384K unit. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Next, add BackPac, our battery backup system, 
to make Drive C: work like an ultra-fast, portable hard disk. 

Top it all off and add TurboPac. Our turbocharged Trantor 
hard disk coupled with a huge 128K Print Buffer gives you up to 33 
Megabytes of superfast, reliable storage. You can even add a 5 
Megabyte cartridge disk system. 

And if one computer isn't enough, check out our complete 
Osborne | and Executive systems. Efficiency, high-power and a 
remarkable low price are combined with the quality, service and 
support that thousands of Drive C: owners have come to rely on. 

For more information, send for our new, FREE catalog. Or 
give us a call at 415-652-3222. To order your Drive C: cal! TOLL 
FREE (800) 526-6500 (in eae 831-3144) 2 

Start building on your Osborne's D, Ce: 
SSE rOR wilicour eed rive e 

1690 65th Street Emeryille, CA 94608 
Telex 756329 (DRIVE C UD) WU EASYLINK 62533500 
Yes! Send me complete information about the Drive C: 
Family of Products for Osborne computers, 


Name 


City 
State Zip _ 
Mail to: Drive C:, 1690 65th Street Emeryuille, CA 94608 


| 
| 
| 
! 
Address 
| 
| 
I 
| 
| 


TRADEMARKS: Drive C:—Drive C:, QuickPac, Archive, BackPac, TurboPac/ Trantor Systems Led. — Trantor /OCC — Executive / CompuMage — ManyKey /MicroPro —WordStar /Sorcim— SuperCale / 


Ashton Tate ~ dBASE 1 
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What | needed was a word wrapping routine. My daughter 
works with computers so | consulted her. She suggested | 
write a routine to inspect the last character of each line (at 
where the right margin occurred) to see if that character was a 
space or a letter. If the last character happened to be a space 
then that portion of the string could be printed on the first line 
as is. If however the last character was a letter then the rou- 
tine should decrement one position and make another inspec- 
tion looking for a space. When a space was found, that portion 
Of the string (up to the space) could be printed and the remain- 
der of the string examined as before at the position where the 
right margin occurred. This could be done until the entire 

string was printed on as many lines as it took within the con- 
fines of the right margin. In this way, any words occurring at 
the end of the line would be wrapped around to the next line. 

The subroutine | wrote at her suggestion follows. The pro- 
gram to demonstrate its use was written using 80 columns so 
it looks pretty chopped up when reduced to the present mar- 
gin. | hope it can be of use to other BASIC programmers. 


100 * Program named WORDWRAP for demonstrating a subroutine for 

word wrapping 

110 * --by Charles Cooley, 2317 Chelmsford Court, Alvin, TX 

77511 (05/08/84). 

120 * Variables: A$, B$, & C$ = Long strings used to test the 

subroutine. 

130° T%= The length of the string. * 

140 * U% = The right margin in columns 

(must be less than V4). 

150 ' V4 = Largest number of letters allowed in last word of the 

160 © line before the word is just cut off at the margin and 

170 * the rest of the word brought around to the next line. 

180 * W$ = The string to be printed. 

190 LET U% = 50 

200 WIDTH U% 

210 WIDTH LPRINT U% 

220 LET A$ = °“A$ is a long string. The subroutine is designed to 
PRINT this string so that all the words that do not fit on 
one line are ‘wrapped’ around to the next line --unless. of 
course, they are longer than the value of V¥."' 

230 LET B$ = '*B$ is another long string with unusually long 
spaces included to see if the subroutine will also drop all 
leading spaces at the start of each line.'* 

240 LET C$ = **C$ uses long words and hyphens. A 
super duper extraspecialsubroutine must handle longer-than- 
usual-words as well as words-tied-together-with-hyphens. 
Try different values of U% in line 190 and different upper 
limits of V4 in line 310."° 

250 LET W$ = A$: GOSUB 300 

260 LET W$ = B$: GOSUB 300 

270 LET W$ = C$: GOSUB 300 

280 END ; 

290° +++ +4444 +4 + +++ WORD WRAP SUBROUTINE 

300 IF LEN(W$) « U% THEN LET V% = 0: GOTO 340 

310 FOR V% = -1 10 24: IF V% = 24 THEN LET V4 = 0: 
GOTO 340 


320 IF MID$(WS.U%-V%, 1) = CHRS(32) OR 
MID$(WS UX-VK, 1) = CHR§(45) THEN GOTO 340 

330 NEXT V% 

340 IF LEFT$(W$.1) = CHR$(32) THEN TH = LEN(WS): 
WS = RIGHT$(WS.T%-1): GOTO 300 

350 IF LEN(LEFTS(WS. U%-V%)) > U% THEN PRINT 
LEFTS(WS, UX): GOTO 370 

360 PRINT LEFT$(WS, UX-V%) 

370 LET W$ = MID$(S. U%-V% +1) 

380 IF LEN(WS) = 0 THEN GOTO 400 

390 GOTO 300 


400 RETURN 
eeeenees 


DU.COM, ZCPR — JUMP 


into the NULLS 


Orbra W. Bliss 

It was just a little over one year ago that | got my Osborne 1. 
Up to that time, my entire computer experience was a few 
classes in the use of BASIC. This past year has been an in- 
troduction to a new world. For the record, | have an 0-1 dou- 
ble-density with Screen-Pac option. ‘ 

DU.COM seems awesome at the start, but | believe that it is 
easier to use than DDT, particularly where you want to make a 
modification to the system. The tutorial by Hurst that was 
Started in the September FOGHORN has been a great help. To 
relate the system tracks to what is loaded in memory, | printed 
out a copy of the system tracks using DU.COM. After DU is 
running, the following commands will do the printout. 

:70;S1;P © To get to the start and turn on printer. 

:D0-7F;+;/60 Read sector, advance one, repeat 60 times. 


| then used DDT to print out enough of RAM to be able to cor- 
relate my disk listing to RAM addresses. | then made notations 
on the DU.COM printout of these RAM addresses. | found that 
some areas, that are loaded with nulls on the disk, are written 
into when loaded in RAM. But some are NOT, and can be used 
for short routines. Whether they are never used, | cannot say, 
but | have been using them for several months and have never 
found them to have been written over. BDOS starts at D300 
which corresponds to Track 0, Sector 17 on my DD disk and 
BIOS starts at E100, which corresponds to Track 1, Sector 5. 
Asection beginning at D614 running to D622 on Track 0, Sec- 
tor 23, Seems to be an open place. D623 and on gets written 
over in RAM. Many nulls are found at Track 1, Sector 4, from 
EOAD to EOFF. Most of them are written over in RAM, but 
=e EOF4 to EOFF they do not seem to be used. A third 
piace is “the initializing printer area” at E18A-E19A, just be- 
fore the AUTOST call and function keys. | have alae 
AUTOST completely, considering it a waste of disk Space. | 
used DU.COM to enter SD at locations E19E,E19F followed by 
nulls up to E1AS. |have SD.COM on most of my disks and thus 
booting brings up a disk directory. You can use the same 
procedure to call up any Program you choose, so | don’t see 
the need for AUTOST or any variation that just calls up another 
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program. Call the program you want right from the start. And 
back to the subject. The forth location is E276-E29D at the 
end of Track 1, Sector 7 and the beginning of Sector 8. 

What do | use these locations for? Well before | get into that 
| should mention another “jewel” in the FOG library, ZCPR. It 
has been mentioned several times in FOGHORN, but by the let- 
ters it appears that many do not realize what it can do for 
them. It replaces the original CCP on the system tracks and 
adds several new commands. Ben Clark, in the March 84 is- 
sue, described a null -.COM program called REDO.COM, that 
would restart another -.COM file already loaded but acciden- 


tally aborted. This idea is also recommended by Dwyer & ° 


Critchtield in their book CP/M and the Personal Computer un- 
der the name GO.COM. ZCPR has this function built in. Type 
GO and the last program loaded runs. The new command that | 
think most useful is JUMP. Using the locations described 
above and DU.COM to write into them short utility routines, | 
can then use the JUMP command of ZCPR to directly access 
them. In that same September ‘83 FOGHORN, ending on the 
same page as the DU.COM article, was a routine by Jim 
Crowell using the JUMP command of ZCPR for setting screen 
size. He installed it using DDT. | think that it is much easier 
accomplished with DU.COM. | used the “printer initialization 
area”, as he suggested for the screen size routine and with 
ZCPR, no routine is needed for a cold boot, only a jump to 
E319. For some reason this also requires a keyboard entered 
© to complete it. At E276 | put a routine to start my Okidata 
82A printer to 8 Ipi. and 16.5 cpi. A jump in at E289 just does 
the latter. The routine is as follows: ; 
E276 MVI ACD 3E,CD :Turn on printer with a 

STA E10C 32,0C,E1 — ; CALL code at E10C (DD). 

MWVI £,1B 4E,1B ;Load and send 

MVI C,05° 0E,05 ;1B 38, the 

CALL 05 CD,05,00 —;8 lines per inch 

MWVIE,38 1,38 :controls for 

MVI C,05 0E,05.. Okidata 

CALL 05 CD, 05,00 
E289 MVI ACD 3£,CD 

STA E10C 32,0C,E1 

MVIE,1D 1E,1D 

MVI C,05 0E,05 

CALL 05 CD, 05,00 

MVIA,C3_ 3E,C3 

STA E10C 32,0C,E1 

SMP 00 €3,00,00 


The third column contains the hex code which can be entered 
using the CH option of DU.COM. To install it (for double-den- 
sity), run DU.COM and log to the disk that you want to change. 

Move to E276 which is on Track 1, Sector 7 with the 
command: 

:71;87 5 

Display it with: 

:D0-7F > 

Enter the first 10 bytes with: 

:CH70,3E,CD,32,0C,E1,1E,1B,0,05,CD > 


;Repeat the printer. 

; turn-on 

;Load and send 1D. 
;the 16.5 cpi control. 


;Turn off printer with a 
;JMP code at E10C (DD). 
Warm boot 
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Check what is displayed to see that the change is correct 
and write it to the disk using: 

Wo 

Display it again to see the change with: 

2D0-7F 5 

Move to the next sector and display with: 

:+:D0-7F 3 

Enter the rest of the changes with: 
:CH00,05,00,1E,38,0£,05,CD,05,00,3E,CD,32,0C,E1,1E, 
1D,0,E,05,CD,05,00,3E.C3,32,06,£1,C3,00,00.> 


This routine uses another tip from the September ‘83 issue, 
page 24 on changing E10C from a JMP (C3) to a CALL (CD) 
instruction to activate the printer. Of course, as mentioned in 
that reference, E10C in double-density corresponds to E50C 
in single-density. 

The JUMP instruction of ZCPR makes all this possible, but 
every JUMP uses four letters of the limited number available 
for the function keys. Therefore | again used DU.COM to 
modify ZCPR on my disks to use JP instead. To do this load a 
disk with a ZCPR modified system and call up DU.COM. 
Assuming you have double-density, you could then make the 
change with the single line: 

:70;S2;CH7C,50,20,20;W 2 
But it would be safer to first display Track 1, Sector 2 and see 
what you are doing, then enter the CH instruction and then the 
(Wyrite instruction. 

Some of this may show my inexperience and | readily admit 
that | don’t understand all that | am doing, but | am having fun 
doing it anyway. And, of course, | always work with copy 


disks until |am sure no harm comes of it. 
eeeeee) 8 


Discoveries and Tips 


by Alan T. Chattaway 
A. FILE COPYING 
A superb file copying routine called DISK v7.6 (copyright © 
1983 Frank Gaude) appeared on Fog #2 RCP/M recently. It 
has replaced PIP on almost all my disks because it: 


(a) takes only 4K (against PIP’s 8K). 
(b) is faster and easier to use — you select files from a list 
instead of typing their names. 
(c) allows tagging several (or all) files for a mass transfer. 
(d) may be invoked from system level using standard CP/M 
defaults to limit the files it can find. 
(e) lets you view text (even WordStar!) files 22 lines at a time 
before copying. 
(f) allows tranfers to or from any User Area. 
(g) verifies every file copy, yet copies faster than PIP. 
(h) has excellent error recovery. 
(i) can print files to printer or PUN: (CRT: in our case). 
(j) runs on any CP/M system, not just Osbornes. 
(k) has a self-explanatory menu, available at any time. 
(Il) shows disk space and file sizes on request, so you know 
beforehand whether the transfer can be completed. 


> 


Page 57 


As you can see, Disk 7.6 replaces the most-used functions 
of PIP, SWEEP, and LIST and in a pinch will do the job of XDIR 
too — all in 4K of disk space! In fact it had just two 
weaknesses: the documentation was in three separate files 
and was too advanced for novices; and the help menu did not 
fit the 52-column screen (everything else did). 

To cut a long story short, | uploaded to Fog #2, the follow- 
ing files: 

DISK 76.TUT a simplified, “tutorial” version of the total 
documentation. 
D761-52C.0SB the same program with the help menu 
rearranged to fit within 52 columns. Change .0SB to .COM if 
you want this program to run! 


1 hope these will be available through the library shortly! 


B. PRINTING GRAPHS 
| also uploaded my own MBASIC program AUTOPLOT.V 16 
which accepts pairs of X and Y values and prints: 


(a) A sorted table of readings 
te (b) An X-Y graph 
All output goes first to the CRT; then you are asked if you 
would like it sent to the printer. Resolution is 2% (50 lines x 50 
| Characters) on paper. Axes are automatically scaled to the 
) data, but you can force axes of your choice by entering the top 
right and bottom left extremes as data points. 
The program contains a true Shell sort routine that could be 
useful elsewhere; | got it from an old FORTRAN book and 
translated it to MBASIC. | used long, descriptive variable 


7 names and included many comments in case you want to 
patch the program for your own needs. It’s friendly in use and! 

f trapped all the errors | could imagine. 
4 Two things lacking are (1) the ability to store and/or read 
i data from disk files, and (2) optional logarithmic scaling. On 


the plus side it does NOT use any graphics, or even Osborne- 

Specific code; strictly standard ASCII and MBASIC code, so it 

will work on any system. The printer, however, must NOT per- 

form a line feed when sent a carriage return alone. (Rules out 

most Radio Shack printers and the Smith-Corona TP-1). 
Hopefully this will be in the library soon too! 


C. SLOWING DOWN “TYPE” 

The TYPE function of CP/M can be useful for viewing stan- 
dard ASCII text files, but they usually scroll by too fast. We 
discovered by accident that selecting a “Standard Serial” 

| printer with SETUP and then using the “P key before TYPEing 
(which sends output to the printer as well as the CRT) actually 
slows down the CRT display to the selected printer Baud rate. 

This works whether you actually have a serial printer con- 
nected or switched on! It does not work when most other pro- 

tocols are selected because they all involve handshaking with 
the (non-present) printer; generally this will hang up the 
system. , 


D. LOSING INPUT DATA WITH SUPERCALC 
Some of my spreadsheets showed puzzling loss of digits. 
Where | had typed 38 there might be 8, or 3, or sometimes 


nothing at all. | tracked it down to the time it takes SuperCale 
to recalculate the entire spreadsheet every time a value is | 
changed. For all but the smallest spreadsheets, digits were | 
getting lost because | was typing while SuperCalc was 
gH cure was simple. By typing /GM (meaning Global Man- 
ual) my spreadsheet now recalculates only when a !” is 
typed. No more missing digits! 
E. KEEPING TRACK OF SUPERCALC FILE NAMES 
| have found it helpful to put the actual file name of my | 
spreadsheets in A2, right under the title. When | have a print- 
out marked up to show needed changes, the file name is now 
right on the printout. | found many people don’t know how 
SuperCalc 2 uses the ESC key; /S<ESC> 0A will save 
your file under the same name by which you loaded it. If you 
have sets of related files with similar names, /L<ESC> will j 
restore the last-used file name (just like “R in WordStar) and 
you can then edit one or two characters to give the file name | 
you want next. 


F. “DATAPAC” AND THE OSBORNE COM-PAC MODEM | 
| 


A member of our Vancouver Portable Computer Club tried 
using the Osborne modem under the MYTERM terminal pro- 
gram to access “‘DATAPAC’’, a Canadian network with world- 
wide links. Other modems worked but not this one — no 
carrier was ever detected. After spending considerable time 
and money (including returning the modem to the factory!) he 
asked me if my Com-Pac could access DATAPAC. | tried, and 
had the same problem — no carrier detected. 

| then tried dialing DATAPAC on a standard $20 voice 
phone, and got a carrier! Mystified, | then started up the 
modem without giving it any phone number to dial. It worked! 
Itseems DATAPAC will not send its carrier (at least, not in Van- 
couver) if YOUR modem “talks first”. You can get around that 
by dialing on a regular phone, then starting up your modem 
AFTER hearing DATAPAC’s carrier begin. 


G. “VD0.COM” — A REVIEW 1 
Another beautiful piece of software on Fog #2 RCP/M is 
VDO, an editor almost identical to the “N” mode of WordStar 
but stored in only 4K (!) of disk space and MUCH faster to use. 
The speed comes because both VDO and your file both reside 
together entirely in memory while editing. This limits file size 
to around 50K but eliminates most disk transfers. Should your | 
file “grow” beyond this it is 100% file compatible with | 
WordStar, ED etc. | cannot find the author's name but he is to 
be congratulated on a work of genius! 
Many VDO commands are identical to WordStar’s, and 
where they are different VDO is usually easier to use. VDO 
needs only a single help menu accessed through the ESC key, 
which also: Starts many of its commands — ESC X is easier to 
type than “X for those of us with uncoordinated hands! It has 
excellent error trapping (I’ve seen it recover from an attempt 
to save to a drive with no disk init — try that with WordStar!). 
Due to its small size, speed and ease of use it’s now on several 
of my disks for writing SuperCalc XQT files and MBASIC pro- 
grams (see below) and editing captured modem sessions. 
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H. A FULL SCREEN EDITOR “BUILT-IN” TO MBASIC? 

I'm convinced that one major reason people write such 
clumsy programs in MBASIC is the crudeness of the built-in 
line editor. After all these years you would think Microsoft 
would have fixed this experimental prototype editor, but even 
on the 16-bit version of MBASIC it’s still the same. Renumber- 
ing a line is a major chore and moving a block of lines to the 
end (because they turned into a subroutine during program 
development) is nearly impossible. But by combining VDO (see 
above), MBASIC, and the Osborne function keys, you can 
achieve the functional equivalent of MBASIC with a “‘built-in” 
full-screen editor. 

First copy the files MBASIC.COM and VDO.COM onto a 
freshly formatted disk, and SYSGEN it from your old MBASIC 
disk. Add other programs (such as DISK 7.6 reviewed above) 


that you find useful, but keep as much free disk space as pos- - 


sible. Now rename MBASIC.COM as just M.COM and VD0.COM 
as V.COM — this saves precious characters when implement- 
ing the function keys. You don’t have AUTOST.COM on this 
disk so use AUTOMOD (for SD Osbornes) or AUTOMODD (for 
DD) from the library, to make the file called M load automati- 
Cally when the disk is booted. Then set up two function keys (I 
used FK 7 and FK 9) as follows: 


FK 7: SAVE''Z'* ,AOSYSTEM OV(SPACE)Z.BAS O 
FK 9: (ESC)X<(SPACE)M © (SPACE)LOAD’'Z 2 


That’s a total of 38 characters, leaving enough for a reason- 
able implementation of the other 8 function keys. Here’s how it 
works: 


— when in MBASIC and you press FK 7, (1) the program is 

saved on the MBASIC disk under the name Z.BAS in 

- ASCII text form; (2) MBASIC is exited; (3) VDO is called 
in; (4) VDO loads the file Z.BAS for editing. 


— when in VDO and you press FK 9, (1) the file is re-saved 
under the same name Z.BAS; (2) VDO is exited; (3) 
MBASIC is called in; (4) the file Z.BAS is loaded again. 


The result is that you can snap back and forth between VDO 
and MBASIC at the touch of a button! Just sit back and watch 
your program transfer itself between VDO (for extensive 
editing) and MBASIC (for running and minor “touch-up” 
editing). It makes MBASIC editing a pleasure for the first time! 
An added advantage is that, should you lose your MBASIC 
program from memory for any reason, the last two versions 
will be on the MBASIC disk as Z.BAS and Z.BAK (that’s what 
you left room there for). 

Incidentally, the spaces in the above function key defini- 
tions cannot be omitted. Apparently for timing reasons, some 
characters sent by the function keys are lost by the system. In 
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Four Star Edition 


EXCITING NEW 
HARDWARE AVAILABLE 


Hard Disk For 
Personal 
Computers 


With Trantor’s mass stor- 
age hard disk system you 


can expand the capacity of 
your computer, giving you 
the speed, convenience 
and flexibility of more 
expensive computers. It 
offers you the advantage 
of a centralized file system 
with all data available for 
immediate access. 


e@ Complete with host 
adapter, cable, and 
installation diskette. 


Can be configured as 
either logical drives A & 
BorC&D 


Disk diagnostics and 
exerciser provided. 


120 day limited 
warranty. 


Comes with extensive 
software utiltites, 
including ARKIVE™ 
and DISK MANAGER™ 


Available for: 

Apple II 

Kaypro Iland 4 

Morrow MD2 and MD3 

Multitech Mic-501 and 
Mic-504 

Osborne I and Executive 

Xerox 820 


5MB $1895 
10MB $2295 
15MB $2695 
33MB $4195 


- The WEB 


Transforms one to four 
Personal Computers into a 
powerful fast network using 
the Trantor Hard Disk. 


HARDWARE 

Z80 4MHZ Processor 

64 RAM 

4K ROM 

1 Parallel (Centronics) 
Port 

2 RS232C Serial Ports 

12” x13" x 3,5” 

15 lbs 

120/220 VAC 60/50 HZ 


SOFTWARE 
HIGHLIGHTS ©” 
Multiple User File-Write 
Lockout 
Printer Spooling 
Background Print 
Background Data 
Collection and Filing 
Enhanced Cache-Disk 
Operation for fast data 
access 
Electronic Mail 
Error Detection and 
Recovery 


NETWORK 

Star Configuration 

Polled 

Expandable to 16 Users 

16 BIT Parallel Interface 

25K Byte/Second Data 
Rate 

Operates Up To 50’ 
Radius On Flat 
Ribbon Cable 


All for only $1995 


Removable 
NEW 5MB Cartridge 


Purchased with any size 
hard disk $1395 


Retrofit at factory $1645 


TRANTOR SYSTEMS, LTD. 
4432 Enterprise Street, Unit I 
Fremont, California 94538 
(415) 490-3441 

Telex: 17-1618 Attn. TNT 


the above definitions it’s the spaces that get lost. 


Alan is an active member of the Vancouver Portable Computer 
Club, an Affiliated Member Organization. The group's meet- 
ings are listed in the CALENDAR section. 
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TRANTOR 


All Prices Plus Applicable Tax and Shipping 


Apple, Kaypro, Morrow, Multitech, Osborne, and Xerox are 
registered trademarks of Apple Computer Corporation, Kaypro 
Corporation, Morrow Designs, Muiltitech Industrial Corporstlaa 
Osborne Computer Corporation and Xerox Corporation 
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SCREEN DUMP WITH GBASE Il 


(Finale) 


by Tim Snyder 

Last month we prepared an assembly language subroutine to print 
the characters on the screen. We set up the routine to be loaded into 
memory starting at address A400H. We chose this address because 
it is just above the space that dBASE I! uses. We have each byte of 
the program in hexadecimal notation. If we want to load the program 
into memory using the dBASE II command, POKE, we have to have 
the program bytes in decimal notation. 

Let's write a program to convert a two-place hexadecimal number 
toa decimal number using dBASE II. We want to key in a hexidecimal 
number and have the program convert it . The right most place of a 
hex number is the units place and has a decimal value in the range 0 
to 15. The next place is the 16’s place and has a value in the range 

16*1to 16" 15. The following program converts the units place, then 
converts the 16’s place, adds the two, and displays the answer. 


* HEX-DEC.CMD CONVERT HEX CODE TO DECIMAL 
SET TALK OFF 

SET BELL OFF 

ERAS 


* 
ny 
y STOR 1701 j 


STOR T TO FLAG 


A DO WHIL FLAG 


STOR * * TOHEX : 
@ 1.1 SAY “ENTER HEX CODE, ~ TO QUIT * GET HEX 
@1+1,1SAY* 
READ 
IF $(HEX.1,1)=" 
STOR F TO FLAG 
LOOP 
ENDI 
STOR 2 TO PART 
DO WHILE PART 90 
DO CASE 
CASE S(HEX, PART. 1)='0° 
STOR 0 TO NUM 
CASE $(HEX.PART, 1)='4" 
STOR 1 TO NUM 
CASE $(HEX,PART, 1)='2" 
STOR 2 TO NUM 
CASE $(HEX.PART, 1)="3" 
STOR 3 TO NUM 
CASE $(HEX, PART, 1)="4° 
STOR 4 TO NLM 
CASE $(HEX, PART, 1)="5° 
STOR 5 TO NUM 
CASE $(HEX,PART, 1)="6° 
STOR 6 TO NUM 
CASE $(HEX, PART, 1)='7" 
STOR 7 TO NUM 
CASE $(HEX, PART. 1)='8" 
STOR 8 TO NUM 
CASE $(HEX, PART, 1)*°9° 
STOR 9 TO NUM 


CASE $(HEX,PART, 1)="A" 
STOR 10 TO NUM 
CASE $(HEX,PART. 1)="B" 
STOR 11 TO NUM 
CASE $(HEX.PART. 1)='C° 
STOR 12 TO NUM 
CASE $(HEX, PART. 1)="D’ 
STOR 13 TO NUM 
CASE $(HEX.PART,1)="E’ 
STOR 14 TO NUM 
CASE $(HEX, PART, 1)="F° 
STOR 15 TO NUM 
OTHE 
@ 0,0 SAY CHR(7) 
STOR 20 TO CIR 
DO HHIL CTR ) 0 
STOR 0 TO PART 
STOR CTR~1 TO CTR 
ENDD 
0,0 SAY CHR(7) 
LOOP 
ENDC 
IF PART =2 
STOR NUM TO NUMBER 
ELSE 
STOR 16*NUM + NUMBER TO NUMBER 
ENDI 
STOR PART-1 TO PART 
ENDD 
@ 1,32 SAY NUMBER USING "999° 
STOR I+1 10 1 
IF 1923 
STOR 1 T0 I 
@1,1SAY" 
ENDI 
ENDD 
Run the command by typing in at the dot prompt: 
DO HEX-DEC 


_ Enter each two-place hexadecimal number from the SCREENP.PRN 
listing in last month's article and write down the decimal equivalent 
as you go. Stop the program by typing in a tilde, which is CTRL ? on 
the Osborne keyboard. 

Now you have the screen dump program in decimal notation. The 

next step is to POKE it into memory starting at location A400H (41984 
in decimal). This next command file will do it for you. 


* POKEDUMP. CHD TO PUT SCREEN DUMP CODE INTO MEMORY AT A400 (41984) 
SET TALK OFF 

STOR 41984 TO ADDR 

POKE ADDR, 62, 128,222 ,80,50,68, 164.6 
STOR ADDR+8 TO ADDR 

POKE ADDR.24, 14,80,33,0,240, 126,230 
STOR ADDR+8 TO ADDR 

POKE ADDR. 127, 205,55, 164,35.62,0, 13 
STOR ADDR+8 TO ADDR 

POKE ADDR, 185, 194,14, 164,205, 44,164,235 
STOR ADDR+8 TO ADDR 

POKE ADDR, 42,68, 164,25. 14,80,5, 184 
STOR ADDR+8 TO ADDR 

POKE ADDR, 194,14, 164,201,62, 13, 205,55 
STOR ADDR+*8 TO ADDR 

POKE ADDR, 164,62, 10.205,55, 164,201, 197 
STOR ADDR+8 TO ADDR 

POKE ADDR,213,229, 14,5,95,205,5.0 

STOR ADDR+8 TO ADDR 

POKE ADDR, 225,209, 193.201.0,0,0.0 

SET CALL TO 41984 

STOR' ‘TOA 

RETU 


pa 
Page 60 September 1984 


FOGHORN Vol. III No. 12 


FOGHORN Vol. III No. 12 


Notice that the SET CALL command tells dBASE II where to go 
when the CALL command is executed. The character variable, A, is 
the variable used to transfer values to and from the subroutine, We 
don’t need to transfer any values so we just defined it as a space. 
DO the POKEDUMP command file. Now we are set to use it. When- 
ever you want to print what is on the screen, issue the command, 


: CALL A 
dBASE II will transfer to the subroutine at A400H, which prints the 
screen. The subroutine will return to dBASE Ii when it is finished. 
Here is an example: 


WAIT TO KEY 
IFKEY=*" 
CALLA 
ENDIF 


Happy screen printing! 
ese 68 8 


3-Across Revisited 


by Rev. David L. H. Innis, Jr. 

| greatly appreciate the contributions many people offer in 
the FOGHORN. 

In the December 1983 issue Sylvia Tobias offered a com- 
mand program for the printing of labels three across using 
dBASE ll. | tried the program and found difficulty in its 
functioning. 

| greatly appreciated her contribution. Particularly in the 
way it has stimulated my thinking on some items | have been 
searching for and functions to be accomplished on the sys- 
tem. | offer the enclosed as a modified version which can be 
easily used by persons who are not familiar with dBASE II. 


* directry.cmd 02/01/84 david 1 hinnis, jr. 
* prints 3 across labels in directory format 
? ‘FILES AVAILABLE ON A DRIVE. '* 

LIST FILES ON A 

? ‘FILES AVAILABLE ON B DRIVE. ** 

LIST FILES ON B 

ACCEPT * “WHAT IS THE FILENAME (x: filename) TOBE USED'* TO FILNAM 
USE 8FILNAM 

DISPLAY STRUCTURE 

? * ABOVE ARE THE STRUCTURE FIELDNAMES, * ‘ 

? 


ACCEPT * "ON WHICH FIELD DO YOU WANT A SORT DONE*' TO FLO 


SORT IS IN PROGRESS, PLEASE WAIT." 


"* UN, by the way. while you are waiting..... ie 


? 
? 
? 
e 
? 
? 
? 
2 
? 
: ** would you please make sure your printer is on 


SORT ON &FLO 10 B: TEMP 
? 


? 


? 
? 


** THE PRINTING OF YOUR LABELS IS NOW IN PROGRESS. ** 


SET FORMAT TO PRINT 
USE B: TEMP 

STORE 0 TO X 

DO WHILE .NOT. EOF 


SET TALK OFF 
STORE 10 Y 
DO WHILE Y « 4 

STORE (TRIM(FIRST)+°" “*+TRIM(LAST)) TO NAME1 
STORE TRIM(ADDRESS) TO ADR‘ 
STORE TRIM(CITY)+"*. ** TONCITY4 
STORE (TRIM(STATE)+"* **+ZIP) TO CSZ1 
STORE Y+1T0Y 
SKIP 
STORE (TRIM(FIRST)+'* -“+TRIM(LAST)) TO NAME2 
STORE TRIM(ADDRESS) TO ADR2 
STORE TRIM(CITY)+"*. ** TO NCITY2 
STORE (TRIM(STATE)+"' **+ZIP) TO CSZ2 
STORE Y+1 70 Y 
SKIP 
STORE (TRIM(FIRST)+"* **+TRIM(LAST)) TO NAMES 
STORE TRIM(ADDRESS) TO ADR3 
STORE TRIN(CITY)+*'*. ** TO NCITY3 
STORE (TRIM(STATE)+"* *“+ZIP) TO CSZ3 
STORE Y+4 TO Y 


SKIP 
ENDOO 
IFY=4 
IFY=0 
@X.01 SAY " “LABELS FOR FILE: ‘* 
@X,18 SAY **&FILNAM" 
@ X.28 SAY “SORTED ON FIELD: ** 
@X,45 SAY **8FLD"' 
STORE X+4 TO X 
ENDIF 
SET TALK ON 


@X,03 SAY NAME1 
@ X33 SAY NAME2 
@ X.60 SAY NAME3 
STORE X+1 TO X 

@ X,03 SAY ADR1 

@ X,33 SAY ADR2 

@ X,60 SAY ADR3 
STORE X+1 TO X 

@ X,03 SAY NCITY1 
@ X,33 SAY NCITY2 
@ X,60 SAY NCITY3 
STORE X+1 10 X 

@ X.03 SAY CSZ1 

@ X.33 SAY CSZ2 


@ X60 SAY CSZ23 


STORE X+2 TO X 
IF EOF 


@X,15 SAY * ‘THAT'S ALL! °° 


ENDIF 
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ES 


ENDDO 

RELEASE ALL 

SET FORMAT TO SCREEN 

? **YOUR LABELS ARE FINISHED. '* 


**DON’T HESITATE TO CALL ON US AGAIN!.°* 


vuvenow 


Keep up the great work! | really enjoy working with my “Lit- 
tle Orphan Ozzie” and gain greatly in re-reading back issues 
regularly. It seems that by some phenomenal process, the 
More | work with the programs and processes, the more | gain 
out of each reading! Besides, some people say the classics are 


worth a second look, don’t they?! 
eeeevuee @ 


Text Search with dBASE 


by Bob Weaver 

In the May 84 FOGHORN there was a review of a software 
package called ‘SeekEasy’ which retails for $235. |, being in 
the business of selling my services, etc., can appreciated 
ones interest in making money. However, for the many 
Osborne users who received dBASE free with their purchases, 
there is a much easier way to do basically the same operation. 

I designed a very simple database shown here: 


. use text O 

. disp stru 

STRUCTURE FOR.FILE: B:TEXT  .DBF 
NUMBER OF RECORDS: 00111 


DATE OF LAST UPDATE: 00/00/00 
PRIMARY USE DATABASE 


FLD NAME TYPE WIDTH DEC 
001 TEXT C 238 
** TOTAL ** 00239 


This is a one line database that allows the entry of text ma- 
terial in free form manner for later search by the program 
shown below. | use this database to enter all of the table of 
contents from each issue of the FOGHORN so that | may search 
this electronic table of contents when | wish to find articles on 
specific subjects, e.g. all dBASE articles, all articles by Jim 
Switz, etc. It works fantastic within it’s own simplistic way. | 
would assume that this technique could also be adapted to 
Personal Pearl for those who have this package instead of 
dBASE. 

This is the search command file: 


* TEXT.CMD TEXT SEARCH FILE FOR DATABASE -) TEXT. DBF 
* EACH DATA ITEM CONTAINS UP TO 255 CHARACTERS 

* SEARCH IS ON ENTIRE FIELD FOR ALL CHARACTERS 

* IN THE ORDER ENTERED FOR SEARCH. 

* 

* Bob Weaver ~ BrittanySoft Training Center 

* P.O. Box 6897, Oxnard. Calif. 93030 

SET TALK OFF 
DO WHILE T 


STORE * 
*T0 MTEXT 
ERASE 


USE TEXT Pin 
@5, 10 SAY ‘ ‘Enter the exact character string you wish to search’. 


a 6,10 SAY ‘‘for, including spaces etc. as you desire. The 
search’ ’ : , Pay t 
@7,10 SAY ‘*is only for the characters you enter here: *: 
@ 12,10 SAY ‘Pressing RETURN Without an entry terminates the 


search.’ 
@9, 5 GET MTEXT 
READ 
STORE TRIM (MTEXT) TO MTEXT 
IF MTEXT="* °° 
RELEASE ALL 
RETURN 
ENDIF 
ERASE 
STORE 0 TO LINE 
STORE 0 TO COUNT 
CO WHILE .NOT. EOF 
IF MTEXT$TEXT 
IF $(TEXT,1,2))"" ** 
STORE $(TEXT, 1,79) TOPRT1 ' 
@ LINE COUNT SAY PRT1 
ENDIF 
IF $(TEXT.80,82))"" ** 
STORE $(TEXT,80, 159) TO PRT2 
@ LINE+1, COUNT SAY PRT2 
ENDIF 
IF $(TEXT, 160, 162))"* °° 
STORE $(TEXT , 160,238) TO PRT3 
@ LINE+2 , COUNT SAY PRT3 
ENDIF 
@ LINE+3,0 SAY *--~---------~-----~---------- ee 
RELEASE PRT1,PRT2,PRT3 
STORE LINE+4 TO LINE 
ENDIF 
IF LINE) 19 
WAIT 
STORE 0 TO LINE 
ERASE 
ENDIF 
SKIP 
ENDDO 
WAIT 
ENDDO 


One must still type in the information that is to in- 
tained in the database, but that’s One item we'll ale 
around. | now have a database of some 114 entries and | only 
started three 'SSules ago (does include one issue of Personal & 
Professional). The FOGHORN contains a fantastic amount of in- 
formation and this allows me to find items even when | have 
forgotten where | put the binder of past issues. | have dumped 
Some of the database below so that you Can see the format | 
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use in entering the table of contents. It gives me sufficient in- 
formation to pin point exactly where the article will be found: 


TII NO. 5 2/84 CO-PROCESSOAS EMULATORS DAVID OATES A 
TIL NO. 5 2/84 OCC OFFEAING ADDITIONAL NOTES GALE AH 
TI] NO. § 2/84 TIPS FOR TYROS JIM WOOLLEY A COLLECTI 
TI] NO. 5 2/84 A FIRST LOOK AT PROGRAMMING WITH MBAS 
TI] NO. 5 2/84 C FROM THE TOP DOWN PART 1 DAYE RING 
TI] NO. 5 2/84 A THREEFER O0UG HURST ASSENBLY LANGUA 
TI] NO. 5 2/84 OSOEX MAKES THE WANUAL LESS COMPLEX W 
TINO, 5 2/84 THE CERMETEK INFOWATE 212A WODEM WEL 
TIT NO. 5 2/84 COURIER/PASSWORD MODEM JERRY BOYCE HA 
TII NO. 5 2/84 ASTWOD QUICK ANO EASY AUTOST.COM CUST 
TI] NO. 5 2/84 USE OF FUNCTION KEYS FROM OTEAM4 BOB 
TIT NO. 5 2/84 PRINT UNIVERSAL PROQUCT CODE ON THE 
TI] NO. 5 2/84 ANOTHER FAN FAN GREG DAHL ANOTHER WAY 
TI] NO. 5 2/84 TRS-80 MODEL 100 MAKING THEM TALK TO 
TIT NO. 5 2/84 SWARTKEY AUTOMATION IAN CURL SIMPLIFI 


FOGHORN VOL. 
FOGHORN VOL. 
FOGHORN VOL. 
FOGHORN VOL 
FOGHORN VOL. 
FOGHORN VOL. 
FOGHORN VOL. 
FOGHORN VOL. 
FOGHORN VOL. 
FOGHORN VOL 
FOGHORN YOL. 
FOGHORN VOL 
FOGHORN VOL. 
FOGHORN VOL. 
FOGHORN VOL. 


This is obviously only a sample of the table of contents for 
Vol. Ill, No. 5, there are actually 36 entries. Also, because 
there are 254 characters in the field, this does not show the 
complete entry for each table item, but it gives the idea. | gen- 
erally leave out special characters such as quotes and com- 
mas as | don’t believe there would be a need to search for 
special characters. 

By typing in the search word ‘MODEM’, the above listing 
alone would present a minimum of two articles which mention 
the word ‘MODEM’. | would then know where to find these 
articles. 


ADVERTISEMENT 
LF GEL AP a iP 


\ SPOIL YOURSELF WITH 


MANYKEY gives you 10 function keys for 
each program. 

MANYKEY lets any COM program install its 
function&arrow keys—Automatically! 
MANYKEY always lets you have the right 
arrow keys. 

MANYKEY lets you switch function keys in 
WordStar. 

MANYKEY can print each program's key- 
definitions. 

MANYKEY restores the disk's SETUP delined 
keys with a simple program. 

MANYKEY lets you print the disk's SETUP 
defined keys. 


CMAUTO+ is $24.95 for most CP/M computers. 


SUDDEN! Products Group 
3421 M Street NW, Suite 1336 
Washington, DC 20007 

(202) 338-9256 


or 


el 


- e ——  oagisca oot 


MANYKEY and CMAUTO+ are available from: 


Anyway, this is my simplistic version of a program which 
sells for $235. This may not be as fancy, but it works. Thanks. 
eee8e8 


Re: On Using FINDBAD, by Frank Dunaway, FOGHORN, May 
‘84, pg. 32. 

As submitted, the above referenced “System Note” 
contained a minor, but significant, typo. When looking at the 
directory area (Track 3, Sector 1) — using DU-V77, in the sec- 
ond part of the directory entry for SC2.0VR (the line beginning 
with 60) — the number of sectors reads 00000080, BUT 
should read 00000017. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


‘\ 


MANYKEY” AND CMAUTO+™ 


CMAUTO allows you to create your own 
AUTOST or EXECST programs. Have Word- 
Star'"or SuperCalc'™logged on B: automati- 
cally. (SC patch supplied.) 

TYPIT turns your Osborne into an electronic 
typewriter for quick data entry to a file or 
printer. 

DoubleSpace lets you edit WordStar files in 
the single-space mode and convert to double- 
space for printing. 

WordCount counts your WordStar files. 

For the Osborne 1 only, SSIZE and RS232 
allow you to change the screen size and 
serial port easily. 


me 


BIOS modilications. (Not for Osmosis DD.) Rev 3($34.95) 1s required for the standard Osborne 1 with most hard-disk 
Systems and the Drive C: RAM-disk. Rev 4 ($24.95) works only on the Osborne Executive 1. 


JMM Enterprises 
115 Battersby Street 
Enumclaw, WA 98022 
(206) 825-1637 


There are three versions of MANYKEY: Rev 2 ($24.95) works only on the standard Osborne 1, rev 1.3-1.44 with no | 


CompuMagic; Inc. 


a 
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FOG MEMBER 


LIBRARY NEWS 


EXECUTIVE LIBRARY NOTES 


SEPTEMBER 1984 


By Jim Switz 

Clarence Shepard of Dayton, Ohio, has kindly volunteered 
to make available (to FOG members) his copy of the Osborne 1 
and Executive libraries for copying. His set was 100% current 
as of a couple of months ago, and | just updated his Exec li- 
brary through number 18, so he has a relatively complete 
Collection of disks. Clarence may be contacted at the follow- 
ing address: : ; 


2641 Delmonte Ave. 
Dayton, Ohio 45419 
(513) 298-5708 


I don’t believe Clarence intends to provide copying-by-mail, 
SO please pre-arrange a visit with him, and try to be couth 
about the times you call him. 

Well, after a short summer hiatus, I’ve finally returned. 
Apologies for the lack of a column last month, but sometimes 
My life gets in the way of my fun. In any case, this month in- 
troduces two new disks to the library. 

As you know by now if you have read your FOGHORN re- 
cently, the FOG library is being reorganized, in an attempt to 
distribute the workload and reduce duplication. As Executive 
librarian, | will place in the Executive library only those files 
which (to the best of my knowledge) are unique to the Execu- 
tive computer. Similarly, other persons will be responsible for 
maintaining libraries for the Osborne 1, Morrow, Zorba, 
Kaypro etc. Those files which run on all or most of the ma- 
chines will be handled by section librarians; therefore there 
will be a Utilities section, an Applications section etc. In order 


to keep down the confusion, please submit only Executive-_ 


specific files to me, at the address below or the FOG office or 
by modem to either. | will forward non-Executive files to the 
office, but that will only increase the time required for publica- 
tion. This month’s disks are sort of a transition to the new for- 
mat; these will be the last with multiple-machine programs, 
such as NSWP207. 

As a result of this new structure, new disks will probably 
not be as numerous as in the past. | will release partially-full 
disks (if they are reasonably full), or will release disks less fre- 
quently, as appropriate. In any case, | intend to continue this 
monthly column, with disk information and other Executive- 
related matters, so feel free to continue sending in any in- 
formation you wish to pass on to the other FOG members. It 
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will be difficult to fill at least 183K each month at the present 
volume of Exec-only files, so | encourage those of you hoard- 
ing Executive goodies to please send them in. PLEASE, 
though, put your name and address on all disks, along with a 
listing and short description of each file title. The pile of disks 
has at times grown to the point where things have temporarily 
become, well, misplaced. Your labeling of the disks will really 
help me in my attempts to become moderately organized. 

As aside note, life has become easier and more interesting 
recently. You may remember from my July column that I was 
having problems with my B drive. Well, | fixed my drive just 
fine, but recently my hardware-hacking heart was gladdened 
with a new addition to my Executive. | now have an 11 
Megabyte hard disk installed where my A drive was, and boy 
am | impressed! A whole new world has opened up for me — 
doing the library disks is now much easier, due to the incredi- 
ble capacity and speed of the hard disk. Since it’s built into 
the machine, | always have all my applications with me, and | 
can now download files of any size from bulletin boards, in- 
stead of being limited to 183K. I'll be writing up my impres- 
sions for the October issue; if you need more info in a hurry, 
please contact me directly. ie 

| think I'm pretty well caught up on putting files into the 
Exec library (with the exception of a couple which seem to 
have problems), but correspondance is still lagging badly. I’m 
taking a week of vacation shortly, and will use some of it to 
write replies. By the time you read this, | hope to have an- 
Swered all those of you who have been waiting so patiently. 

ve just downloaded MEX from a Los Angeles bulletin 
board. For those who may not have heard, MEX is a new 
modem communications program, similar to MODEM740, but 
with substantially improved capabilities. The documentation 
lists impressive features, but | have not yet installed it for the 
Executive. Those who use MEX are raving about it, so | will 
get it ready posthaste. : 

As mentioned above, two disks have been added to the 
Exec library this month: 


-FOG/EX1.019 , 

ABC.BAS is an MBASIC program by Hamilton Davies of Key 
West, Florida which will Catalog and index disk directories. 
The program is menu-driven and easy to use. Hamilton wrote 
the program for the Executive, but thinks it will run just as well 
on other machines. Documentation is found in ABC.DOC; 
Supporting files are CATALOG.DAT, and XDIR.COM. 

ASTRDS.BAS is another MBASIC program from Mr. Davies. 
This is a rather good version of the “Asteroids” video game, 
and requires that the (squeezed) character set ASTRDS.CQR 
be loaded into the main system tracks character set using the 
CHARGEN Program supplied on your CPM system disk. Help 
from within the program is available initially, and the short 
documentation ‘file ASTRDS.DOC provides some more 
information. 

BUFEXEC isa Program supplied by Randy Cassingham of 
Arcata, CA, which will provide the Capability to download files 
from Compuserve, which detects the special BUFEXEC pro- 
tocol. There are two versions, BUFEXEC and BUFEXECR; the 


differences are not clear. BUFEXEC.DOC and BUFEXECR.DOC 
provide documentation. | do not have Compuserve access and 
so Cannot test these programs. 

DIRU, submitted by Robert Preece of Roseville, Australia, is 
a nifty 1K directory program which functions correctly with 
CP/M 3.0 on the Executive. The program provides information 
for all user areas, or any area specified on the command line, 
for example: 

Ay DIRU 22 
will provide a directory of user area 2 only. Squeezed docu- 
mentation and source files, DIRU.DQC and DIRU.MQC, are 
provided. 

EXROM11 will read the ROM contents of the Executive from 
memory bank 8, and will dump this information to a file speci- 
fied on the command line, i.e.: 

A) EXROM11 EXAMPLE.TXT 
will place this information in EXAMPLE.TXT. The program 
seems to work as advertised, but! cannot vouch for the accu- 
racy of the dumped information. A short documentation file, 
EXROM11.DOC, is included. 

FONT.PQX is a squeezed font file associated with 
PIXGEN.BAS (see below) 

GERMAN.CQR is a squeezed character font file, created by 
Robert Schine of Mt.Vernon, New York, which is designed to 
be used with CHARGEN (on your CP/M disk) to produce the 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Have you thought about what to do if your Osborne 
fails? Up to now you probably thought your only 
choice was to take it to Xerox and pay expensive 
copy machine repair prices. Not true. Mission Peak 
Systems has been repairing Osborne at a reason- 
able price with speedy turn around for over three 
years! Three years? That's right, Mission Peak 
Systems is staffed completely with Osborne field 
service employees who have been repairing and 
servicing Osborne for three years. The employees 
of Mission Peak Systems know more about 


German character set on the Exec’s screen. GERMAN.DQC is a 
Squeezed documentation file for the font file. 

KEYS, also submitted by Robert Preece, will display on the 
Screen or print the function key assignments for the Execu- 
tive. The squeezed documentation and source files, 
KEYS.DQC and KEYS.MOC, are included. 

NSWP207 is the newest version of the SWEEP utility by 
Dave Rand; several changes have been made to improve the 
speed of the program and file handling under CP/M 3.0. 
NSWP207.DQC is a squeezed file summarizing the changes 
made to the last few versions. Please see NSWP205.DQC on - 
FOG/EX1.017 for a more complete manual on the use of the 
NSWP series, 

PAYBILLS.QQQ, also by Robert Schine, is a squeezed 
Wordstar/Mailmerge file which will permit automatic check 
printing from within Wordstar. PAYBILLS.DQC is the squeezed 
documentation. 

PIXGEN.BQS is a squeezed MBASIC program by Jim Shoe- 
maker of Arlington, Virginia, which allows you to create, save 
and print a custom character set using Epson printers. Docu- 
mentation is provided in PIXGEN.DQC; associated file are 
FONT.PQX, and PIXRN.DAT. 

QUICKSET, also submitted by Randy Cassingham, will al- 
low you to easily change the file attributes of a particular file. 


An example would be to set the SYS attribute to enable access op cal 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Osbornes than anyone in the world. We have 
established a network of Osborne dealers and 
service depots around the country that are trained, 
stocked with parts, and already repairing Osbornes. 
Mission Peak Systems have a large inventory of 
parts needed to repair or upgrade your Osborne. 
We can deliver any part anywhere in the U.S. within 
one day if necessary. Bring this ad to your favorite 
computer dealer and have him contact us or 
call/write us for the dealer nearest you. You do have 
a better choice. 


MISSION PE/\K SYSTEMS 


3514 Arden Road, Hayward, California 94545+(415) 887-0756 
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of files from any drive and user area. Functions such as this 
are particularly useful on hard disk installations. See 
QUICKSET.DOC for more information. Source code is provided 
in the squeezed file QUICKSET.AQM. 

ROLO is a data file associated with TELEPHON.BOS (see 
below). 

SCRMBL, also submitted by Robert Preece, is a file 
encryption program which will password-encode a particular 
file. SCRMBL.DQC is the squeezed documentation, and 
SCRMBL.MQC is the squeezed source code. 

SY$212, another contribution from Randy Cassingham, will 
list on screen many attributes of the operating system of the 
computer on which it is run. Merely type SYS212<return> 

at the A prompt to run this program. 

TELEPHON.BOS, from Peter Havholm of Wooster, Ohio, is a 
squeezed MBASIC program which creates and maintains a 
telephone “Rolodex” directory. ROLO and INDEX.QQ0 are data 
files associated with the program. The program is menu- 
driven, and Mr. Havholm states that although he feels the pro- 
gram can be improved, it does run and the program is clearly 
labeled. 

TXTL, yet another submission from Robert Preece, is a 
“text library control program” which allows text about many 
subjects to be grouped together under a .LIB file, and which 
can be accessed either individually or all at once from an on- 
screen menu. TXTL.DOC provides documentation, and the 
source code, TXTL.MQC, is included. 


-F0G/EX1.020 

This disk contains MODEM740, the latest in the MODEM7 
series. Features added include the ability to “chain” 
autodialing commands when using a smartmodem; i.e. a 
string of dialing library characters may be strung together, 
and MODEM740 will redial all numbers specified until a 
connection is made. 

Following is a description of MODEM740 files contained on 
this disk: 


MODEM.COM MODEM740 configured for Osborne Executive 
with non-smart modem. 
SMODEM.COM-MODEM740 configured for Osborne Executive 
with smartmodem. 


MODEM12.COM Custom version | created to default to 1200 
baud with smartmodem. 


M70X-1.AQM~Squeezed overlay file for reconfiguring Execu- 
tive versions of above programs. 


M7BELL.MQG-Squeezed text file describing how to change 
the operation of the bell used in MODEM740. 


M7FNK Three files used to redefine the 10 function keys avail- 
able in MODEM740. Squeezed files are text 
instructions. 


M7LIB—DOC file describes how to use the COM file to change 
the MODEM740 phone number list. 


M7NM-6.AQM-Squeezed .ASM source code of the phone num- 
ber overlay. 
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M7RUB.MQG-Squeezed text file explaining how to change 
rubout to backspace. 


MDM740.COM-Uninstalled compiled MODEM740 program. 
Must be overlaid with M7OX-1.ASM to be 


used. ; 
MDM740.DQC-Squeezed documentation text file for 
MODEM740. 
MDM740.10F Short squeezed text file with infomation 
re:MODEM740. 


Note: Squeezed files (those with a Qas the middle character of 
the filetype) may be unsqueezed using USQ-19, on - 
FOG/EX 1,002 or NSWP207, which is on -FOG/EX1.019. 


Hope the above is enough to keep most folks busy for 
awhile. As before, please send all correspondance to me at the 


following: 


2435 Tamalpais St. 
Mountain View, CA 94043 
(415) 968-3356 evenings after 
6:30p PDT or weekends after 10:00a PDT 


Until next month .......... 


Morrow Library: Back Again... 


by Steve Reed 

Well, again | had vanished into a black hole, this time for 
feasibility studies on phototypesetting equipment...oh well, 
those of you who write such reports know how it goes, | hope. 

September brings four more disks to the Micro Decision 
section of the library, and much more news. The four latest 
disks, with listings printed below, may comprise the bulk of 
the library section for some time. From this point on | will be 
devoting efforts as Morrow Interest Group coordinator to gath- 
ering useful software that is specifically for the MD computers 
and their own peculiarities. 

The six disks that have been assembled thus far contain a 
fairly rounded selection of utility software, including the 
MDM7 programs as customized for the Morrow. This was in- 
tended to be a basis for those Morrow owners who join FOG 
and have little idea where to go in choosing from its massive 
library. You can obtain these six disks by mail, or from your 
users group, or from the FOG RCP/M bulletin board systems, 
and have a good place to start. 

If you are new to modem use, obtain a copy of - 
FOG/MMD.001 from a user group or by mail, as this contains 
the specially modified modem program by Irv Hoff. Then you 
can access the other disks, and of course a whole raft of other 
delights by phone. 


Mail, we get mail 
Again, | promise to reply to your card, letter, or phone call if 
| have not already done so. The response rate has sacked off 


(understandable, since | had had to as well), but we still need 
to hear from you! 
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If you are willing to help evaluate a section of the main FOG 
library to determine what programs will work on the Morrow 
computers, please contact me as soon as possible, even with 
a postcard. | will be evaluating part of the Utilities section, and 
we need people to help with the latter half of Utilities and with 
all other categories (except Hackers). Some of you had ex- 
pressed a willingness already and | will be in touch soon. 

Once again, the address for volunteers, questions, informa- 
tion, complaints, or anything else is: 

FOG Morrow Interest Group 

c/oJ.S. Reed 

P.O. Box 11296 

"Chicago, IL 60611-0296 

Or you can call me at my answering machine, (312) 764- 
5828. You can now contact me by the MCI Mail electronic mail 
system: my user name is JSTEPHENREED and my ID number 
is 171-3857. 


New Morrow-section disks 

Again, please note that these disks are in OSBORNE SD for- 
mat, as is the main library, NOT in Morrow format. All may be 
ordered by their name as any other disks are. Contact Gale 
Rhoades for availability through the monthly update service. 
For more information, see page 2 of this issue of the FOGHORN. 


h -FOG/MMD.003 

EX12.COM will interactively accept a series of commands 
to execute. Your input is ended by a single “return”. This isa 
good substitute for SUBMIT when no permanent SUBMIT 
string is needed. 
~ MDPRTR.AQM is the source code for a printer utility using 
the AUX port on the Morrow-supplied ADM-20 (MDT20) 
terminals. * sill ' : 

N.COM will convert any number input to its hex, binary, and 
ASCII equivalents. It is self-documenting. 

WS3PATCH.LQT is a very thorough list of patch points in 
WordStar 3.0, supplied with early Micro Decisions. 

The remaining files have documentation in .DOC files, 

CAT2.COM, MAST.CAT, and NEWCAT.COM are the disk 
Cataloging utility system from -FOG/UTL.002. CATALOG.DOC 
documents. 

MDMLNK.COM is the overlay program for overlays in Irv 
Hoff's modem program. Use it with the overlays and “raw” 
.COM programs on -FOG/MMD.001 and 002. 

MESSAGE.COM will display any message you insert into its 
Machine code--you can edit the .COM file, as all values in it are 
ASCII! Excellent for storing and setting ESCape sequences to 
Set attributes on the Morrow terminal. MESSAGE.ASM is 
source code. 

OUTLINE.COM is a WordStar utility that converts outlines 
prepared in a simple coding format into |./A./1./a. outline 
form. 

PBH.COM prints banner headlines with any text one 
chooses. 

SCRAMBLE.COM scrambles any file, to make it unusable 
and unreadable until the coding password is used to un- 
Scramble it. 
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UNSPOL33.COM is a recent version of the print spooler pro- 
gram UNSPOL30.COM on -FOG/UTL.010. 


-FOG/MMD.004 

COMPASC.COM compares two ASCII files for differences; 
COMPBIN.COM compares two binary (.COM) files. These are 
used by typing the two files to be compared after the program 
name. 

The three .PAT files modify WordStar. WSPRTFMT adds a 
print formatter with additional features. WSPRTPRO is an 
essential patch to WSOVLY 1.COM that permits proper use of 
the XON/XOFF communications protocol with printers. 
WSSYSOFF will hide any files in the WS disk directory that 
have been set to “system” with STAT or NSWP; for example, 
WS.COM and utilities. 

TYPEL.COM displays ASCII and squeezed ASCII files: it 
also displays any library member file by typing the member 
name after the library name on the command line. 

The remaining files have documentation in .DOC/DQC files. 

@.COM is an on-line calculator program with both logical 
and arithmetical operations. 

CRCK44.COM is a recent version of the Cyclic Redundancy 
Check program, CRCK4.COM, on -FOG/UTL.001. 

FTNOTE13.COM is a footnoting utility for WordStar. It num- 
bers, inserts, extracts, and cross-references footnotes. 

MAGE31.COM is a Micro Decision version of the utility for 
saving WordStar text after a system crash or disk failure. 
Source code and documentation is in the .AQM file. 

PATCHCPM.AQM is intended to patch the CP/M image to 
permit use of special utilities instead of those of CP/M (e.g. 
XDIR for DIR) and search all disks for a .COM file. The librarian 
was not able to make it work with the Micro Decision BIOS 1.3, 
an early version. It is included for testing and experimentation 
for Morrow owners who have a later version of the BIOS. 

WSDOCON.COM will convert a “‘non-document” WordStar 
file to a “document” type file by setting the high bit on CR/LF 
symbols within paragraphs, permitting reformatting with con- 
trol-B. 


-FOG/MMD.005 

LU111.COM is a Library Utility for creating compact disk 
file libraries. It is documented by LU.DQC. LRUN.COM will per- 
mit running a .COM program that has been placed within a li- 
brary, without extracting it. These utilities originally came 
from disk -FOG/UTL.017. 

LSWEEP13.COM will “sweep” a library file in much the 
same way as NSWP does for regular disk files. This utility per- 
mits viewing and extracting member files. All squeezed mem- 
ber files are unsqueezed as they are extracted. 
LSWEEP13.TXT updates the documentation in 
LSWEEP 10.DQC. 

APPEND.LBR contains a .COM file that permits concatena- 
tion of files--combining two files into one. Documentation is in 
the library’s .DOC member file. 

MCIMAIL2.LBR contains WordStar templates for preparing 
letters to be sent on the MCI Mail electronic mail service. The 
member files include: templates for electronic or paper letters 
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(MCIMAIL.FQR, MCIPAPR.FQR); documentation from MCI 
(COPY.MQI); a special program to filter control characters for 
MCI Mail use of a text file (FILTW.COM); and an overlay for the 
MDM7 modem programs to facilitate use with MCI Mail (MCI- 
MDM.AQM--see disks -FOG/MMD.001 and 003). Enrollment 
and monthly use of MCI Mail is free to all computer users, with 
no charges until “mail” is sent. For more information, call 
(800) 424-6677. 


-FOG/MMD.006 

NSWP2.W0Q is the complete documentation for the NSWP 
file utility on -FOG/MMD.002. It is formatted for direct printout 
by WordStar. The author's description of the (V)iew command 
is incorrect; see the correct message by running NSWP. 

The latest version of this utility, NSWP207.COM, has been 
made compatible with features of CP/M 3.0 (for the Morrow 
MD11), and provides an automatic reset of the disk system 
when any copying or mass file operation is chosen. This latter 
feature is essential to permit disk swapping without CP/M 
balking at “Disk read only.” NSWP207.D0C summarizes the 
recent improvements. 

PATCH.COM is an interactive patching utility, small in size 
and extremely fast. Initial documentation is available by typ- 
ing PATCH by itself. WARNING: any changes made to a file 
record are made when you exit the program, without asking 
you to confirm it. 

EDFILE.COM is similar to PATCH, but has extensive on-line 
help that is accessible during a patching session. It is larger 
and somewhat slower in operation. Documentation is in .DQC 
file. 

WSPATSUG.TOT is a list of suggested WordStar patches for 
efficient operation. It differs from WS3PATCH.LQT on - 
FOG/MMD. 003, in that this listing has explanations and 
suggestions for optimal choices and does not list every possi- 
ble patch point. 

ZCPR2-MD.LBR is a library file containing a version of 
ZCPR2, a replacement for CP/M’s command processor, as set 
up for the Micro Decision. As with PATCHCPM.AQM on - 
FOG/MMD.004, the librarian could not make this work on the 
early Morrow 1.3 version BIOS; it seems to be intended for a 
later version. It is included for members who wish to experi- 

ment and adapt it for the later versions of BIOS. Member files 
include a hex version of ZCPR2, and the MD overlays for same 
(Z2PATMD.AQM and ZCPR2.L1B). 


Hacker Disks, August 1984 
by Jack Brown 


As the new librarian for the Hacker section, it is my plea- 
sure to introduce four new disks this month. These disks are 
all based on the work that has been done getting an RCP/M 
and RBBS system running on an Osborne 1 and Trantor Hard 
disk. However, much of this will run without further modifica- 
tion on several similar systems. In coming months, | will be 
releasing not only additional RCP/M — RBBS software but 
also disk which contain programs of interest to many of the 


FOG members but which either need some “fixing-up” or re- 
quire advanced programming skills to be operational. 
The disks released this month include: 


-FOG/HAK.020 and 021 

On these two disks is the RBBS35 message system foruse 
in a Remote Bulletin Board System (RBBS). 5 
To use this system, you really need to compile the Basic files 
with the Bascom compiler. | have included the .com files for 
you to test the features, etc. of this system out first, or you 
could use ddt, du, edfile, or similar to change the info and 
passwords, and use itas is. It has been linked with the OBSLIB 
library, and does not need BRUN.COM to be used. It does 
call BYE to hang up on the caller from the ‘G’ command. 

To really make the system work, though, you will need the 


following. 

BYE (version 2 or 3 will do fine) 

BASCOM The Microsoft Basic compiler 

L80 (LD80) The Microsoft linker (L80 is supplied 


with Bascom, but you may have to use 
LD80 or strip all comments, etc out of 
the RBBS source code to fit in the mem- 
ory available on the 01) or try compiling 
on an Executive instead of an 01 
You will also need to be fairly comfortable with Basic and 
with 8080 assembler (for BYE) if you want to make any major 
changes in the system, but try it anyway!You will learn a lot, 
that’s for sure! 
Any questions or problems, try contacting me on FOG #2 
300/1200 baud (604) 596-0314 . |’ll help where | can. 


-FOG/HAK.022 and 023 

These disks have the files necessary to use the Osborne 
with the Osborne/CTS Comm-pac modem as a remote an- 
swering device. The source files are provided for BYE3.18 and 
XMODEM/4. Bye answers the phone and calls upthe RBBS 
message system. Xmodem allows files to be transferred to and 
from the system while in CP/M. 

Because the setup of these files is quite different for each 
system (due to available user areas, disk sizes and numbers, 
etc) | haven't assembled them. They will all assemble with 
ASM, So you shouldn't have any problems! These are all 
known working versions just as is, so go ahead and try out 
your own options! 

OZFILE will let you search the entire system for any files 
you specify on the command line. It looks for the maxdrive and 


maxuser bytes to provide system security. Th 
Robinson for this version. Hee ee 


*seeenea 


LOOKING FOR A LOCAL GROUP? 
For the name(s) of Affiliated Member Organization(s) or other local 
group(s) closest to you, send a stamped, self-addressed envelope to: 
First Osborne Group (FOG) 
P.0. Box 3474 
Daly City, CA 94015-0474 
United States of America 


Join the Fun and Learn Morel! 


| 
} 
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ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT . 


Make your OSBORNE-1 or 
EXECUTIVE computer 
IShi-PC compatible 


. for only $29.95! 


READ, WRITE and FORMAT more than 25 different 
types of disks (including IBM PC-DOS/MS-DOS) on 
your double-density OSBORNE-1 or EXECUTIVE with 


MEDIA MASTER" 


Are you tired of trying to find your favorite software package in Osborne® format? Would you like to 
use your Osborne generated Wordstar files, dBase {I data and SuperCalc files on the IBM-PC at work 
{and vice-versa)? Do you want to trade public domain software with a friend who owns a Kaypro? 


Then MEDIA MASTER Is for youl 


’ MEDIA MASTER gives your double-density OSBORNE-1 or EXECUTIVE instant access to program and 
; data files in over twenty-five disk formats Including: 


Osborne SD & DD TRS-80 with Omikron CP/M Systel II Xerox 820 | SD P 

IBM PC-DOS 1.0 ~  TRS-80 Ill w/Memory Merchant Heath 2100 Xeros 820 Il DD LE ‘i 

IBM PC-DOS 2.0 TRS-80 IV with CP/M+ Heath w/Magnolla CP/M Zenith Z90 i £ 

IBM CP/M-86 Cromemco w/int'l Term TI Professional CP/M-86 DEC vT180 % 

Kaypro Il . Cromemco CDOS SSSD Actrix NEC PC-8001A " SS 
_Morrow MD2 : Cromemco CDOS SSDD Lobo Max-80 LNW-80 


Compatible with Nuevo upgrade. 


For a limited time only, MEDIA MASTER Is available for the low Introductory price of Just $29.95! 
A fully integrated graphics system for your 
OSBORNE-1 or EXECUTIVE computer at prices 


SPALSO AVAILABLES Fa 


OSGRAPH™ enables quick and easy creation of horizontal and @5BQARD™ is a full-screen graphics editor for your Osbome 


vertical bar charts, pie charts and xy plots (scatter graphs} — computer. Create graphic screens, save and recall them to 
both on-screen and on virtually every dot-matrix and daisy- and from disk, interface with Mbasic, Chasic and assembly ; 

_ wheel printer. OSGRAPH uses hand-entered data or reads language programs. Printer drivers for virtually every dot-matrix 
numerical data from just about any source including dBase II, and daisy-wheel printer are included at no additional charge. 
SuperCalc, Mbasic and Wordstar files. It’s easy and fun to use! Only $29.95. 

Only $34.95. 


G@SBRIEF™ produces electronic on-screen “slide-shows” with absolutely no programming 


required! OSBOARD and OSGRAPH files can be sequenced easily using eleven special effects! 
Only $24.95. 


All three programs rated “THUMBS UP” by INFOWORLD Magazine 


_ SPECIAL LIMITED TIME OFFER: Buy both OSBOARD AND OSGRAPH now and receive OSBRIEF freel 
Specify OSBORNE-1 (SD or DD] or EXECUTIVE version. 


$5 
» Include $2 per order for postage/handling Overseas aumai! add 
ORDERING INFORMATION: California residents add 6% tax {LA County. add 6 5%] To place COD orders {we pay all COD charges), 


T 4 hours: 800-824-7888 (Ask for Operator 407) 
a al Alaska, Hawall: 800-824-7919 (Ask for Operator 407) 


' Technical questions: call (818) 716-1655 
For more information, a free brochure (Including sample printouts and a reprint of the INFOWORLD review), or 
to order, contact: 


23145 Bigler Street 
Woodland Hills, CA 91364 


All programs are also available for KAYPRO and DEC RAINBOW computers. Dealer inquires invited. 


a Ne a ee SO eS ee ee erg ee 
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EXECUTIVE 


EXECUTIVE NOTES 


September 1984 
by Jim Switz 

Hi! I've got just a few miscellaneous things which have 
been collecting around the desk for the last few weeks. 

First, from OCC comes a fix for the small problem in- 
troduced in the new BIOS revision 1.1. As you may recall, un- 
der the old BIOS, a control-Tab command would allow you to 
shift between the main character set and the alternate set of 
which the Exec is capable. When the BIOS was revised (v. 1.1), 
this capability was somehow lost. To restore the control-Tab 
function, you need to have a copy of DU, the disk utility, a ver- 
sion of which is on Executive disk -FOG/EX1.006. 

For those of you familiar with DU, !ll tell you quickly what to 
do, so as to bypass the step-by-step which follows. On Track 
2, Sector 34, patch location OEh from 09h to FEh. 

If you're not familiar with the use of DU, please follow the 
step-by-step instructions below: 


1) Put your disk containing DU in drive A, and a COPY of a disk 
with the BIOS v1.1 systems tracks on it in drive B. 


2) The following is the sequence of instructions to use. You 
type the DU commands immediately following the colon (:); 
comments are in parentheses to the right. If in doubt at any 
time, type an X at the colon to exit DU. 


A>DU2 (or whatever you've called your version of DU) 
(an opening DU message will appear, followed by a colon) 
:LB (this logs you to the B: drive) 


:T2;534 © (this takes you to Track 2, Sector 34 on your disk) 
:D© (this displays the sector on screen) 


00 3F3A7C4C 2BFFFFFF FFODFFFF FFIBOSFF *?:iL+........... ‘ 

10 FFFFODFF 18818283 84858687 88111705 *................ : 
(You should 

20 12141915 09011304 0607080A 0B1A1803 *................ . 
see these 

30 16020E0D 7B8A7F80 207D100F 898B8C1F *....|....1...... * 
lines on 

40 7EFFACOC 60FFFFFF FFODFFFF FFIBOSFF *................ ; 
your screen) 


50 FFFFOD27 58313233 34353637 38515745 *...'12345678QWE* 
60 52545955 49415344 4647484A ABSASB43 *RTYULASDFGHJKZXC* 
70 56424E4D 2C8A8D30 202ESO4F 398B8C2D *VBNM,..0..P09..-* 


:CHOE,FE > (that’s OE, as in zeroE; changes the 09 in the first 
row to FE) 

09 (DU confirms the character which was replaced) 

:D > (redisplay the sector) 
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_—___—_—__—— (Note: top line 


i reflects the 

Ww 5 change made) 
00 3F3A7C4C 2BFFEFFF FFODFFFF FFABFEFF *?:iL+........... * 
40 FEFFODFF 18818283 84858687 88111705 *......-..-+-.++s # 
20 12141915 09011304 OS07080A OB1A1803 *.........-...45- * 
30 16020E0D 7B8A7F80 2070100F 898BBC1F *....{....J.-..+- * 
40 7EFEACOC GOFFFFFF FFODFFFF FF1BOSFF *...............- * 
50 FFFFOD27 5B313233 34353637 38515745 *...'[12345678QWE* 


60 52545955 49415344 4647484A 4B5A5843 *RTYUIASDFGHJKZXC* 
70 56424640 2C8A8D30 202E504F 398B8C2D *VBNM,..0..PO9..-* 


-W O (this writes the changed sector back to disk) 


:X.2 (this exits DU, and returns to CP/M prompt) 
A) 


Ifall went well, your disk should now be able to switch char- 
acter sets back and forth with the control-Tab command 


again. 
Further stuff: 


If you have installed the new ROM chip in your Executive 
(version 1.21), you may notice some difficulty with Wordstar 
function keys not working quite correctly. I’ve discovered that 
the Exec seems to be running slightly faster after the ROM 
change, and function key sequences which had embedded 
spaces in them must have the spaces removed. The old ROM 
needed some spaces in certain sequences to synchronize the 
input of the commands for processing, but these spaces are 
no longer ignored as before, and must be deleted. =~: 

| have ESBASE, which is a patch from JMM Enterprises to 
extend the capabilities of MBASIC. | bought it in order to use 
the IEEE-488 interfacing capability, but it adds some really 
neat features in addition to IEEE commands. You may now edit 
your BASIC programs in a full-screen mode, similar to 
Wordstar, and that alone is probably worth the price if you pro- 
gram a lot in BASIC. There is a function to allow audio se- 
quences to be programmed for output from the Exec’s beeper; 
I've produced some interesting “music” while fooling around. 
Direct cursor addressing is also permitted with some new 


commands, and there are other miscellaneous features. The 


price is not cheap, about $200, but it is a nice extension to 
MBASIC. I’ve yet to master the IEEE commands, however. 


That's about it for now; I'll keep you appraised of future 
discoveries. 
@see@essee 


Changing Arrow and SFK Keys 


by James R. Bode 
A number of articles in the FOGHORN have suggested good 
uses for the special function keys for a variety of programs. 
Usually however they simply suggest rebooting with a disk 
which contains the new definitions, but rebooting takes so 
long that | usually am willing to put up even with CP/M defined 


arrow keys when running WORDSTAR rather than waiting out 
a reboot. : 
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Since | have an EXECUTIVE, | knew that | would have to get 
access to one of the other banks of memory in order to change 
the definitions myself. | finally decided that enough was 
enough and followed up on a hint given by Don Rowe in the 
May 1984 FOGHORN. 

The program | wrote permits you to create a particular 
configuration of arrow and SFK keys and save it to memory. 
Then run SAVE, followed by MAKEKEY, and you will be able to 
save a file which will put that particular set of arrow and SFK 
keys into memory just by running it. 

| have created a number of standard files, WKEY for 
WORDSTAR definitions, DKEY for dBASE definitions, SKEY for 
SUPERCALC definitions, and so on. 

The description below shows you first how to create 
MAKEKEY using SID. After that it shows you how to use 
MAKEKEY to produce a COM file which will contain any set of 
definitions you want. (Note this program is provided for non- 
commercial use only, © 1984 James R. Bode.) 


A) SAVE 2 


A SIDO 

CP/M 3 SID — Version 3.0 
#F100,500,05 
#A1N0O 

0100 JMP 300 > 
0103 5 

# A300. 2 

0300 MVIB,15 
0302 MVIC,80> 
0304 CALL F957 > 
0307 LX1D,2155 2 
030A LXIH,200 2 
0300 LX! B,FFO 
0310 CALL F94B.> 
0313 LXI H.400 2 
0316 LX1D,1002 
0319 MVIC,142 
031B MOVA.MO 
031C STAX D> 
031D INX HO 
O31E INXDO 
031F DCRCO 
0320 JNZ 31B. 
0323 JMP 05 
0326 O 

# A400 D 

0400 MVI B,80 > 
0402 MVIC,12 
0404 CALL F957 2 
0407 LXID,200 2 
O40A LXIH.21552 
040D LXI B,FF.O 
0410 CALL F94B.5 
0413 RETO 

0414 

#76 
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CP/M 3 SAVE — Version 3.0 

Enter file (type RETURN to exit): MAKEKEY.COM © 
Beginning hex address 100.2 

Ending hex address 4FF D 


The program above has created MAKEKEY.COM. This pro- 
gram will permit you to save arrow and SFK key definitions in 
a COM file to be read into memory at any future time. To use it, 
first get the definitions you want into memory. If they are al- 
ready defined on another disk, boot up with that disk and then 
put this disk back in. If they are a new set, use SETUP to de- 
fine them and then, in the save option, save them to memory. 
Then follow the steps below. 


A) SNES 
A) MAKEKEY 2 


CP/M 3 SAVE - Version 3.0 

Enter file (type RETURN to exit): DKEY.COM > 
Beginning hex address 100 0 

Ending hex address 2FF 2 


Note that in this case you need only save from 100 hex to 
2FF hex (not that it makes much difference since the file will 
occupy a minimum of 1K anyway). 

To change to my key definitions for dBASE | simply type: 


A) DKEYO 
| then use dBASE, invoking as normal: 
A) DBASE O 
If | then want to start using WORDSTAR, | simply type: 
A) WKEYO 
and then: 
a WSO 


Each KEY file takes up minimum space and changes the 
key definitions as fast as you can type. It's a lot better than 


rebooting. 
ee ee oo 


WordStar 3.3 Osborne 


Executive Arrows Patch 


by Bob Abrahams 

Okay. You have your WordStar (on your Osborne Executive) 
patched for your printer. And you've made the patch for fast 
start-up of WordStar. And you've got a few other fancy 
changes installed. But... 

You want to have the Executive's arrow keys set to the 
WordStar codes for use during WordStar and set to the CP/M 
codes the rest of the time. This can be done using the routine 
listed below in conjunction with the INISUB and UNISUB en- 
tries in WordStar 3.3. INISUB is called when WordStar is en- 
tered. UNISUB is called before WordStar exits or turns control 
over to another program using Non-Edit Menu function R. (The 
addresses for these were found using the unlisted patch op- 
tion at the WINSTALL main menu: +.) 
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Type up the following program (with or without comments) 
and assemble it using MAC. Then use SID to overlay the HEX 
patch file over your WS.COM file. Be sure to save the resulting 
fileas WSTEST.COM or any .COM name other than WS.COM so 
that you can thoroughly test your program before giving up 
your old version. When satisfied, use RENAME to change the 
file name to WS.COM. ; 

Note that you may have to make a source change if you al- 
ready have patches in the MORPAT area (02CBH through 
034A). You will need at least 059H (89 decimal) bytes available 
for this routine, but you may locate it later in the MORPAT area. 
Just change the definition of MORPAT in the source below to 
the first available location. Most fast start-up patches (includ- 
ing the ones in July, 1984 FOGHORN) do not use the MORPAT 
area. If no patches have been installed within the addresses 

noted above, then you can use this patch routine as is. 

Also note that unlike the Osborne Executive SETUP pro- 
gram, this patch sets the WordStar definition for the Left Ar- 
row key to “H. WordStar will accept either ~S or “H for 
backspace, and CP/M uses 7H. This is done so that if 
WordStar makes an abnormal exit (which may bypass 
UNISUB), the left arrow will still do the backspace function for 
CP/M. 


, HOE ELE HES E EERE WOARROWS AS St RR eee erat 


: * CUSTOMIZATION FOR WORDSTAR 3.3 FOR OSBORNE EXECUTIVE - 
; *- TO CHANGE ARROW DEFINITIONS TO WS SET ON ENTRY- - 

: *-- AND BACK TO CP/M SET ON EXIT. --- 

: *--BY BOB ABRAHAMS. LOS ANGELES. CA-- 


, PERE Y eRe KEREsEEE Version 1.4: 7/11/84 tthe eee eke eee ae 


; WORDSTAR “ IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF 

: MICROPRO INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION, COPYRIGHT 1984 

; OSBORNE © AND OSBORNE EXECUTIVE © ARE 

: REGISTERED TRADEMARKS OF OSBORNE COMPUTER CORPORATION 


: NOTE: ALL CHANGES AND ADDRESSES ARE FOR WORDSTAR 3.3 -- 

; OSBORNE EXECUTIVE VERSION. TO USE ON OTHER VERSIONS. 

: REFER TO WORDSTAR CUSTOMIZATION NOTES, USE WINSTALL PATCH 
; MODE, AND USE LABELS TO FIND APPROPRIATE LOCATIONS. 


; ADDRESSES ASSUME THAT NO OTHER PATCHES ARE MADE AT MORPAT 


; (USER ENTRIES AFTER A) OR # PROMPTS ON ))) LINES.) 
:)))=A)SID WS--(HS.COM ON DRIVE A: ) 
;-CP/M 3 SID — VERSION 3.0 


; “NEXT MSZE PC END 4 
,-4600 4600 0100 D7FF-(IF NOT D7FF. IT’S OKAY.) 


,)))-4RWSARROWS . HEX-- (WSARROWS HEX ON DRIVE A: ) 

; “NEXT MSZE PC END 

.-0324 4600 0100 D7FF-(0324H IS LAST OVERLAID ADDRESS) 
;)))-#HWSTEST. COM, 0100, 45FF 

;-OO8AH RECORD(S) WRITTEN. 

3>))-#°C- (OR GO)--T0 EXIT 

; 3) TEST WSTEST.COM. 

;-ONCE IT IS THOROUGHLY TESTED, RENAME TO WS.COM. 


; INISUB AND UNISUB ADDRESSES ARE FOR WORDSTAR 3.3. USE PATCH 
; OPTION IN WINSTALL.COM (+ AT MAIN MENU) TO FIND ADDRESSES FOR 


: OTHER VERSIONS. 


INISUB EQU 0287H  ;ENTRY POINT FOR USER INITIALIZATION 
UNISUB EQU O28AH = ;ENTRY POINT FOR USER DE-INITIALIZATION 


; MORPAT ADDRESS IS BASED ON WORDSTAR 3.3. ALSO, IT ASSUMES THAT 
: NO OTHER PATCHES ARE ALREADY IN MORPAT AREA. IF THERE ARE 

; PATCHES THERE (AND SPACE LEFT), CHANGE MORPAT DEFINITION TO * 
; FIRST AVAILABLE SPACE IN AREA. 


MORPAT EQU O2CBH  ;LOCATION OF PATCH AREA 
ABOVE EQU 6003H ;LOCATION ABOVE BANK 8 AREA AND ABOVE 
WS.COM 

; INSERT JUMP AT INISUB TO SET WS ARROWS ON WORDSTAR ENTRY: <8 
ORG —INISUB M 
JMP -WSARROWS 

; INSERT JUMP AT UNISUB TO SET CP/M ARROKS ON WORDSTAR EXIT: 
ORG UNISUB 


JMP— CPARROWS 


; EXECUTE ARROW TRANSFER FROM APPROPRIATE TABLE: 


; IF SOME OF MORPAT IS IN USE, CHANGE MORPAT EQU TO ADDRESS ORG = MORPAT 

; IN MORPAT AREA THAT IS AVAILABLE. WSARROUS : 

: LXI H,WSTABLE+OFFSET ;SET ADDRESS FOR WS ARROWS 

; NOTE: IF WS DOES ABORT EXIT (AS ON CERTAIN FATAL ERRORS), JHP INARROWS 

; THIS ROUTINE WILL NOT RESTORE ARROWS TO CP/M STANDARD. CPARROMS : 

» LEFT ARROW WILL BE CORRECT AS THIS ROUTINE LEAVES IT AS 7H LXT H,CPTABLE*OFFSET ;SET ADDRESS FOR CP/M ARROWS 
, FOR BOTH WS AND CP/M. (WS ACCEPTS “H AS CURSOR LEFT AS INARROUS : 

; WELL AS 7S.) SHLD TABADDR ;SAVE TABLE ADDRESS 

So ee eed ge ee me ee ee oe UXT H,BELOW :MOVE CODE ABOVE BANK 8 AREA 
; PATCH PROCEDURE : LXI D, ABOVE 

; 1) ASSEMBLE WSARROWS .ASM TO CREATE HSARROWS HEX LXIB, TOP-BELOW 
; 2) USE SID TO OVERLAY PATCHES: DB —_OEDH, OBOH ;LDIR 
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SVBANK 
TABADDR 


BELOW: 
OFFSET 


» WSTABLE: 


CPTABLE: 


XARROHS : 


JMP 


EQU 
EQU 


EQU 


DB 
0B 
DB 
DB 
0B 


DB 
DB 
OB 
DB 
OB 


IN 

STA 
ORT 
OUT 


XARROWS+OFFSET — ; JUMP TO IT 


ABOVE-3 
ABOVE-2 


ABOVE-BELOW 


01H, OSH 
01H, 04H 
01H, 18H 
01H, 08H 
0,0 


01H, OBH 
01H, OCH 
01H, OAH 
01H, 08H 
0.0 


0 
SVBANK 
80H 

0 


:TO STORE OLD BANK STATUS 


i(AND ABOVE-1) ;TO STORE AR- 


ROW TABLE ADDRESS 


:WORDSTAR ARROWS TABLE 
iUP, “E 

;RIGHT, ~D 

;DOWN, “X 

;LEFT, “H (SAME AS “S) 


;CP/M ARROWS TABLE 
sUP, “K 

;RIGHT, WL 

;DOWN, “J 

;LEFT, 7H 


SAVE BANK STATUS 


;AND CHANGE TO BANK 8 


: Structure of CONTROL FUNCTION KEY Table for Osborne 
Executive: : ; , 
: Table starts at address 2155H in bank 8. 

; Each entry = 1-byte length-of-character-string followed by 


string. 


; Entries 1-10 are for control function keys 0-9, respectively. 


; Entries 11-14 are for arrows up,right,down, left, 
respectively. 
; (These patches will void non-standard entries after #14.) 
; Table is terminated by entry with count of 0. 


FOGHORNVOL ING de SX 


LXI 


MWVI 


XRA 


MOV 


EQU 


MOV 


CMP 


RZ 


ocR 


H,2155H 


c,11 


DA 


LOOP+OFFSET 


EM 
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;CONTROL KEY TABLE, START 
SCAN HERE 

:COUNT UP TO 441TH ENTRY (UP 
ARROM) 

:CLEAR A (FOR COMPARE & REG. 
0) 

;SET DE MOST SIG. BYTE = 0--- 


;NEH LOCATION OF ABOVE 
INSTRUCTION 

:GET COUNT (IN DE LEAST SIG. 
BYTE) 

:SEE IF = 0 (IF MODIFIED TA- 
BLE WITHOUT ARROWS) 

;QUIT IF COUNT = 0 (AVOIDS 
POSSIBLE INFINITE LOOP) 


JZ XMOVE 


DAD OD 


INX H 
JMP = XLOOP 


MOVE: 

XMOVE EQu 
XCHG 
LHLD TABADDR 


MOVE+OFFSET 


LXI B, 10 
DB OEDH, OBOH 


LOA  SVBANK 
OUT 0 


TOP: 


END 


;IF 11TH ENTRY, STOP LOOP AND 
MOVE ARROW TABLE 


;ELSE BUMP UP ADDRESS BY 
COUNT (END OF ENTRY)... 
;... #1 (TO NEXT COUNT BYTE) 


:LOIR **TO"* ADDRESS INTO DE 
;LOIR **FROM’* IS ARROW 
TABLE 

;LDIR COUNT = 10 

;LDIR - MOVE IN NEW TABLE AR- 
ROW SECTION 


RESTORE BANKS. 
;RETURN TO WS 


eet es 2 0 


Implementation of CCP Patch 02 


(CP/M Plus, V3.0 Patch 12, 5/1/83) ~ 
for Osborne Executive 1 


Systems with BIOS V1.0 or 1.1 
by Bob Abrahams 


Error corrected: 


The CCP misreads single character commands (default 
.COM extension) when a filename with a drive specification 
follows on the command line. Example: 


A>CB:PGM 
results in a BDOS error. 


(run C Compiler on source file B:PGM) 


Copyright Notice: 


Only for use by licensed users of CP/M Plus using Osborne 
Computer Corporation implementation on Osborne Execu- 
tives. Copyright 1983 by Digital Research, Inc. CP/M ® and 
CP/M Plus © are registered trademarks of Digital Research, 
Inc. Osborne Executive © is a registered trademark of Osborne 


Computer Corporation. 
Discussion: 


In GP/M Plus (version 3) the CCP (Control Command Pro- 
cessor) is actually a transient program that is loaded and ex- 
ecuted starting at address 0100h (in Bank 1) similar to any 
other transient program. (On some systems it is the file 
CCP.COM.) On the Osborne Executive implementation of CP/M 
Plus, this program resides on the system tracks, Starting at 
Track 1, Sector 1. During a Cold Boot, the CCP program is 
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loaded into Bank 0 starting at address 0000h. During a Warm 
Boot, this program is transferred into Bank 1 at 0100h and 
executed. 

Use a disk utility routine (such as the public domain pro- 
gram DU) that is updated for CP/M V3.x. Using this number- 
ing (DU standard): 


Osborne Executive Standard Double-Density format 

40 tracks (numbered 0-39) 

40 logical sectors per track (numbered 1 — 40) 

128 bytes per sector (numbered 0 — 128 or 00h — 7Fh 


Data will be modified as follows: 
Track 1, Sector 7, starting at byte OAh: 
Previous data: all 00 
New data: CA 58 OB FE 20 CA 58 0B FE 09 CA 58 0B C3 53 
0B 
Equivalent new instructions: JZ OB58h 
CPI 20h 
JZ OB58h 
CPI 09h 
JZ OB58h 
JMP 0B53h Track 1, Sector 21, starting at word 50h: 
Previous data: CA 58 0B 
New data: C3 0A 04 
Equivalent new instruction: JMP 040Ah 


Procedure: 

Make a copy of your system (using COPYSYS) from your 
main system disk (the one you normally boot from) to a blank, 
formatted disk. This will copy the system tracks and the file 
CPM3.SYS (a SYS attribute file in the directory). Copy DU.COM 
to the disk using PIP. With this new disk in Drive A:, boot your 
system. Run DU. 

With DU.COM running, instructions for the above patch are: 
:11;87;R;CHOA,CA,58,0B,FE,20,CA,58,0B,FE,09,CA,58,0B, 
C3,53,0B;W 
:T1;821;R;CH50,C3,0A,04;W 
X 


Reboot your system from this disk and thoroughly test it. 
Before using COPYSYS to copy the patched system to other 
system disks, make and save another copy of your main sys- 
tem disk. Keep a copy of your old system disk unchanged until 
you are certain that no other bugs have occurred. (DU is a pub- 
lic domain program, and if the particular copy you use has 
bugs in it, possibly from various generations of downloading, 
other problems may creep in. For this reason, this writer 
makes no warranties regarding problems that occur.) 

Also before copying this patched system to your other sys- 
tem disks, check for changes you have made in device 
configurations, control-function keys, console display char- 
acter sets or other system track parameters on these other 
disks, since COPYSYS will. make the copied systems the same 
as the one you have just patched. If you have differences in 
these items on various system disks, you will have to re-enter 


them after the system is copied. 
oeeeese 
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Changing AUTOST.COM for SuperCalc2 

When Supercalc 2 came out | bought the upgrade and put 
my templates for the bookkeeping on a master disk with the 
SC2.Com files. However, AUTOST Stops at SC? because it is 
only programmed for Supercalc 1. 

The following patch will fix that up: 

Put the CP/M system disc in drive A and the disc with 
Autost.Com and SC2.COM in drive B. 


At A> type: 
DDT B:AUTOST.COM > 
NEXT PC 
0900 0100 
- 8016B 5 
016B 00 32 © 


A) SAVE 8 B:AUTOST.COM > 


[This is submitted by the same unknown author that sent us 
the review of OSGLAS.] 


With fifteen minutes’of consulting by phonellve'solved problemste 
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THE ULTIMATE UPGRADE 


an Internal Hard Disk For The Osborne® Executive 


After thorough research and extensive design work, Gard Micro Systems, Inc.and Trantor Systems, 
Ltd. have jointly developed THE ULTIMATE UPGRADE for the Osborne® Executive: an 11 megabyte 
internal hard disk that we call the “EXEC-T’™. PRICED AT $1,575", the “EXEC-T’™ comes with a 90 day 
limited warranty. : 


~ Just think of it! Youcan have 11 megabytes of internal powerat your fingertips. Boot the system, push a 
key, and call up WordStar®, SuperCalc®, dBase I1®, or any of your other favorite programs. With 11 
megabytes of internal power, you can have all databases in the same place. NO MORE FLOPPIES! All 
this power enables you to chain programs together, using the true potential of CPM-Plus®, with the 
submit and get programs. : 


The following software package is included with each “EXEC-T™: 


EIBIOS11.COM + This is the bios used to access the internal hard disk. 

EIFRMT.COM - This utility formats the hard disk. 4 

MENU.COM , ‘= With this menu and the push of a key, you can access the major programs. 
EIPOS.COM - After working with the "EXEC-T’™. this utility positions the hard disk head for transportation. 


DSKMGR.COM® + This powertul utility displays the hard disk status, examines and modifies hard dish sectors, 
and manipulates files. 


ARKIVE.COM® - This utility can back up or restore, onto or from diskettes, the entire hard disk or just a single 
file in any user area. 

TSLCNFG.COM - This utility can define logical drives (such as drive A, B:, C:, etc. ), with directory entries from 
1,024 to 4,096 per drive, with block size of 2K to 16K. 

EICOPY.COM - This utility program duplicates floppies using the hard disk. 

WSKEY.COM - This program changes CP/M® keys to WordStar® keys. 

CPMKEY.COM - This program changes WordStar® keys to CP/M® keys. 
@ NOTE: WSKEY.COM and CPMKEY.COM are included so that the advanced programmer 

can create custom menus. 


JUST THINK OF IT! THE POWER CAN BE YOURS! 
For additional information on the “EXEC-T’™ please phone or write to: 
GARD MICRO SYSTEMS, INC. 
120 Broadway 
Kissimmee, FL 32741 
(305) 847-9536 


Dealer inquiries invited. 


* Plus shipping, handling, and applicable sales tax. 
Disassembly is required for installation. 


Osbome Executive is a registered trademark of Osborne Computer Corporation. WordStar is a registered trademark of MicroPro 
Intemational. SuperCalc sa registered trademark of Sorcim Corporation. CP/Mand CP/M-Plusare registered trademarks of Digital 
Research Corporation. dBase II is a registered trademark of Ashton-Tate. Diskmgr and Arkive are registered trademarks of Trantor 
Systems, Ltd. P 


© 1984 Gard Micro Systems, Inc. 
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Morrow Notes 


by Steve Reed 

If you are not on the mailing list and receiving the Morrow 
Owners’ Review newsletter, then you never returned your war- 
ranty card. Morrow provided its warranty list and some sup- 
port to this fledgling effort of members of the Bay Area MD 
Users’ Group. You can receive this newsletter (40-50 pages, 
bimonthly, free ‘for the time being’’) by writing to M.0.R., P.O. 
Box 5487, Berkeley, CA 94705. Or you can contact them as 
user MREVIEW (ID 217-1566) on MCI Mail. 

This apparently is on its way to becoming the national Mor- 
row owners’ publication, and it can benefit from your support. 
It is superbly written and assembled, and Sypko Andreae is 
handling it well, but could use help--get in touch. 

| will be plugging in their pages the advantages of affiliation 
with one of the biggest and most active microcomputer user 
groups, our own FOG. | find many useful items in each issue of 
the FOGHORN despite not owning an Osborne; hopefully others 
will too. 


User groups 

Many, many user groups! | finally found a good listing, on 
the “Morrow CBBS” (see below). A local group is the best and 
fastest way to find people who can share your interests. | will 
be printing more addresses as space permits. Here are some 
of the groups in larger cities or who have members active in 
the Morrow Owners’ Review. (See the July issue for Connecti- 
cut MDUG.) 

| would also ‘suggest contacting the “Lost and Found” 
user's group liaison, Clarence Heler, if you have not already 
done so. His address is 3430 93rd Street, Sturtevant, WI 
53177. He is assembling lists of “orphaned” MD users by city 
to assist in forming new local user groups. 

(One large city that is conspicuously absent is...mine. Are 
you reading this in Chicago? CALL ME!) 


Bay Area MD Users Assn., P.0. Box 5152, Berkeley, CA 94705, 
(415) 658-0152 Contact: Sypko Andreae 


Los Angeles MUG, 568 Elizabeth Street, Pasadena, CA 91104, 
(818) 794-3950 Contact: Robert L. Parker 


Diablo Valley MUG, 2255 Contra Costa Blvd., #100, Pleasant 
Hill, CA 94523, (415) 676-9000 Contact: Curt Finney 


San Diego Comp. Society, ¢/o Morrow Special Interest Group, 
4837 Mt. Ashmun Drive, San Diego, CA 92111. Contact: Bob 
Smith 


MUG of Washington, D.C., 3501 Hamilton St., #4, Hyattsville, 
MD 20782, (301) 277-3760 Contact: Clifton Broumand 


MUG.1, P.0. Box 32313, Minneapolis, MN 55432, (612) 571- 
4318 Contact: Will Thorp 


Kansas City Morrow UG, 5309 E. 103rd Street, Kansas City, 


MO 64137, (816) 765-7017 Contact: Donald Trout 


St. Louis Morrow UG, #6 Lawrence Drive, St. Louis, MO 
63141, (314) 362-7560, (314) 569-3061 Contact: John DeMott 


Morrow UG, 102-B Victoria Lane, Clemson, SC 29631, (803) 
656-3190, (803) 654-2748 Contact: Stan Ahalt 


Dallas Assn. of Morrow Users, P.0. Box 12293, Fort Worth, TX 


76116, (817) 451-8674 Contact: Gordon F. Reis 


Morrow bulletin boards 

Several bulletin boards with Morrow-oriented software or 
messages, or both, are now available and known. Most impor- 
tant to the new user is the Morrow CBBS system, at (415) 632- 
1951. This is run by Dave Block, Product Manager at Morrow, 
Inc. He has set it up in a question/answer format; categories 
of interest can be chosen or you can leave messages. Others 
include: 


BAMDUA CBBS, Berkeley, CA, (415) 654-3882, 24 hr., 
300/1200 baud 


CMDUG RCP/M, New Haven, CT, (203) 445-5019, 24 hr., 300 


Critical Mass RCP/M, Gualala, CA, (707) 884-4221, 24 hr., 
300 


LAMUG RBBS, Calabasas, CA, (818) 340-9947, eve/wknd,. 
300/ 1200 ’ 


Computer Connections RCP/M (no BBS), Washington, DC, 
(202) 547-2008, 24 hr.,300/1200  - 


FOG MEMBER 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Microcomputer Fire Case Studies Needed 
lam writing an article on Microcomputer Fire Protection for: 
a national Computer magazine and am in need of case studies 
of microcomputer fires. Of particular interest are cause of fire, 
extent of damage to computer, consequential dagages, and 
method of extinguishing, if any. Photos would also be very 
helpful. Fires in printers and peripherals are also of interest. If 
any member has experienced a microcomputer fire or knows 
someone who has, please contact me. 
Thomas L. Glaser 
5422 Page Drive 
Pittsburgh, PA 15236 
(412) 882-0114 eves. 


Page 76 September 1984 FOGHORN Vol. Ill No. 12 


) 


FOR SALE 

| have an Osborne 1 and related equipment which | would 
like to sell. | spoke with your office yesterday and would like to 
list my equipment in your newsletter. 

The following is a list of this equipment: 


HARDWARE: 
1. Osborne 1 SSSD 
2. Mondap (External Monitor Adapter) 
3. Hayes 300 Baud Smartmodem 
4. Over fifty SSSD floppies. 


SOFTWARE: 
1. All original software. 2. dBASE II 
. 3. Move-lt (Communications Program) 
4. Graphics Program 
5. JRT Pascal 
6. Chess (Award Winning) 
7. Several misc. homegrown programs 


For all the above equipment and software | am asking 
$1275.00. 


John A. Lomax 
1146 Ferris Dr. 
Novato, Ca. 94947 
(415) 892-8057 


dBASE Il FOR SALE “ 

Unused and unregistered dBASE II package for Osborne 1, 
including documentation, registration forms, tutorial disks 
and ZIP for sale, $300 U.S. or $375 Canadian. 

Donald Scarlett 
Box 786 
Kaslo, British Columbia 
Canada VOG 1MO 
(604) 353-2563 


eseese ees 


OSBORNE-1 FOR SALE 

Recently bought at Osborne auction, serial #129222, 
comes with Volks modem, dual drives, manual and software. 
Missing top vent cover. Asking $950 or best offer. If anyone is 
interested please contact: 

Mr. Michael Jacone 
P.O. Box 429 
Carnelian Bay, CA 957114 

or call anytime — (916) 546-7567 or (916) 546-4989. 
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THE CASE IS FAMILIAR BUT... ~% 


96 TPI Upgrade it now has Digital Double Density 
© Double Sided, Double Track. “awesome ererene capacity 9 Digital Data Separation 


96 TRACKS PER INCH, 780K PER DRIVE 
o Compatible with Osborne software 


o Read/Write/Format Osborne Single 
and Double Density Disks 


© Disk definition program 
~~ allows your Osborne to read/write 
other disk formats 

© Reliable operation 


© Digital Double Density board included 
-- Single Density upgrade at no extra cost 


o 90 day warranty 


- No adjustments to be made 


o Better able to resist monitor and 
drive interference 


o Fully compatible with Ol software 
and hardware 


© Able to operate either Ol or 
industry standard drives 


o 90 day warranty 
o $149 


LY Includes OZROM, replacement ROM 


o Easy pane ~- no soldering Now! 96 Tracks 


© Include 0ZROM replacement ROM 
o $999, if you install 


-- Call or write for the installation 
center nearest you 


to order, call or write: 


Digital Technology 


SYSTEMS DESIGN 


PO Box 330757 Fort Worth, TX 817-293-3371 


te 
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ENERGENCY-EMERGENCY-EMERGENCY * 

WANTED: ' WHAT DO YOU DO : 
Osborne 1, if yours is gathering dust... | have an 8 year old + your : 
son that can’t leave mine alone and | need it at work. He has i KEYBOARD DIES? t 
saved his money and he is praying | can find him one. Contact: é : 


tist solution: Have it replaced by a repairshop for $150 
t 


Lawrence C. Yarnell : 


DSMG AN Galibretion t2nd solution? Work around it. : 
Apo, NY 09086 i 
C8 See ee Hrd solution! Have a ue on hand for $40 and replacet 
f3 it yourself. : : 

: : 
. #1 bought a ligited number (400) of OSBORNE Keyboards att 
Service Centers tthe OSBORNE auction on $ Augost 1984, They are neu.# 


i t to assist the membership in the search of reli- still in the carton, | an offering them for $40 eacht H 

! me Sonlvocantee the first part of this list was first pub- neal Bi ee ake Torey 

} lished in August, 1984. While the first edition listed only those tguarantee then for 90 days. If the keyboard failss 
centers which are part of the Mission Peak network, this list a bie . ‘4 igen in aaly ay option, Becher 
has been modified, appended, etc on the recommendation of | ,P3°° 1 y ' 3 


¥ 

the membership. We will publish this list as space and/or Peaeretrrretiscctattertesstititititiitcciciiiit i statis st) 

inquiries dictate. ¥ INDEX TO THE FOG LIBRARY t 

7 t ¥ H 

_As many of you know, most Xerox AmeriCare centers pro- | 41 put out a coaplete listing of the FOS LIBRARY on at 
vide Osborne warranty service as well as regular servicing for tw egular basis, usually acnthly. The INDEX is free,# 


Osbornes. But with only 91 AmeriCare centers and some i it costs $10 to be put on the list. : 


bn members very unhappy with some of the service they have re- #NOTE: Anybody who buys anything froa @e goes on thet 
ff ¥ 


™\, ceived from these centers, members have been seeking alter- | slist, and it cost $10 to get off. 
y natives. While this list is by no means complete and while no : : : 
p attempt has been made to check out the quality of service | | ie aE ce 4136 : 
a these dealers can supply, we hope that it will at least provide a t San Francisco, CA 94103-- t 
Starting place. ¥ (415) 431-8372 4aa-9aa + 
The dealers with a . after the name are those who provide CREAR TRaRAdEaie 
Mission Peak warranty service in addition to their normal ser- + NEED DISKS? x 


vicing. The dealers with an * also obtain their parts from Mis- 


* t 
sion Peak. The name and address of the unmarked dealers | *! wse 400 disks aonthly. I have found good, cheap SS-DDs 


coine from members tep0rts SUSHETSE disks. Includes Hub ring + Tyvac sleeve, x | 
i », . . woe ‘ se k | 
i If members know of additional service centers (or individ- #15 disks in a MINIKAS-ETTE/10 Library case ¥ 
uals who can service systems) please let us know. We have ries x | 
set up a data base for this information and will probably pub- #50 disks in a DISK BANK F : | 
. . . eo s] . : H 
lish periodic updates. #5100 SSE SA Te , 


The dealers in this list are in zip code order, lowest zip code ERE ERE E AE RARE ARE EERE REE ELE EE LETS EESELEELE REPEL LEE LEE ‘ 


first. This is not always an indication of what service center is : O2-ROK ‘ | 
] : A new ROM ¢ q ] 
i nearest to you but should at least give everyone a starting t ; ee TeUDENES : i 
place. ee ee eodified to allow you to redifine any key# i 
J. Gaudio Company ** DAIBLO BUSINESS MACHINES ** A a You do have to be able to change your ROH# | 
i 2414 S, Federal Bivd. 1952 MT. DIABLO BLVD. aa ; 
| Denver, CO 80219 WALNUT CREEK, CA 94596 ‘Allow t : , * 
| (303) 934-1407 (415) 934-0120 This eat that alt taney he Fi fe Ga Hone ee et 
i Micro-Doc ** THE COMPUTER STORE OF OAKLAN i pr meys you never use cant 
6730A White Oak Avenue va D thpe you all those oft-repeated phrases you hate tot | 
Vanu Nuys, CA 91406 1320 WEBSTER STREET PLE! t | 
[ (213) 881.2815 OAKLAND, CA 94612 aia a f Hoge nearest and dearest yout 
| INTERSOFT °° (415) 763-7900 tdefine the back-slash key aye fe er eg ale 
1 2000 WEST MAGNOLIA #207 COMPUTER CENTER INC. ** FCTL-SHIFT R Tells ROM to define Ge : 
BURBANK, CA 91506 1514 UNIVERSITY AVENUE #\ Tells ROM which toy : : q 
‘ (818) 843-3440 BERKELY, CA 94703 ETT LOVE YOU!" = Tells ROM Messa “ : 
NYCOM ** (415) 845-6366 ECTL-SHIFT R Tels ROM end of definition ' 
4500 EL CAMINO REAL COMPUTERLAND/MARIN ** Fand froe now on untill you reboot, every tise hitt 
i LOS ALTOS, CA 94022 835 4TH STREET #\ you get "I LOVE You", , q om t 
(415) 948-4500 SAN RAFAEL, CA 94901 k : 
MISSION COMPUTER CORP. °* KINGS OFFICE SUPPLY & EQUIP ° t Dave Blair } 
i 2761 MORINE WAY 3201 CLEVELAND AVENUE ul 2440 loth Street #136 ‘ 
| MOUNTAIN VIEW, CA 94086 SANTA ROSA, CA 95401 ' San Francisco, CA 94103 + 
cont. on page 79 : (415) 431-8372 4aa-Yaa + 
i SLU coirer erent treet tte eee 


a nn 
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cont. from page 78 


COMPUTER WORLD OF EUREKA ** 


COMPUTERSHOP BUSINESS CENTERS 
21 W. 4TH STREET . 


MOVING? 


Please help the FOGHORN move with you. 


EUREKA, CA 95501 17125 SOUTHCENTER PKWY Send your membership number and new address to: 
CAPITAL COMPUTER SYSTEMS TUKWILA, WA 98188 y First Gaborbe Group (FOG) 

1767 TRIBUTE ROAD SUITEC —- ELECTRO MART * 

SACRAMENTO, CA 95815 3611 EAST SPRAGUE P. 0. Box 3474 

(916) 920-5527 SPOKANE, WA 99202 Daly City, CA 94015-0474 
COMPUTER SALES-HAWAII ** (609) 535-2451 United States of America 

200 KANOELEHUA AVENUE HIGH TECH SUPPORT SERVICES °° 

HILO, HI 96720 EAST 1011 2ND ; 

(808) 935-9110 SPOKANE, WA 99202 Number: 
NW COMPUTER SUPPORT INC. ** (509) 535-0900 . 

10200 SW NIMBUX, G-1 ALPHA COMPUTER CENTER ** Name: 

PORTLAND, OR 97223 2316 EASTGATE N. 

(503) 694-3280 WALLA WALLA, WA 99362 New address: 

(509) 529-7710 


INTERNATIONAL OFFICE MACHINES 


912 12TH STREET S.E. 
SALEM, OR 97302 
eeeaneees 


SECTOR SYSTEMS INC. ** 
912 E. 15TH AVENUE 
ANCHORAGE, AK 99501 


Please write clearly and give FOG 4 weeks notice to ensure un- 
interrupted delivery. 


FOG MEMBER 


With the introduction of Media Master from 
DG/Systems, most members do not need the more 
expensive UNIFORM. While the two programs are 
similar in purpose, there are some important dif- 
ferences. Media Master will work on the Executive, 
UNIFORM will not. UNIFORM is $40.00 more expen- 
sive than Media Master. 

If you are interested primarily in transferring data 
files froma non-CP/M 2.2 formatted disk, there is no 
difference in the method used by both programs. 
ONLY if you own a Morrow, KayPro, or double den- 
sity Osborne 1 and want to edit a large volume of 


files on a disk formatted by another CP/M 2,2 eve. 


tem should you consider purchasing UNIT 
is because UNIFORM will allow your B:d_ 
late the drive of the other system. You 9 
WordStar, NSWEEP, PIP, etc. on the fore(@/ge 
FOG will continue to carry UNIFOR?S.00 ea 
most dealers wilt not carry this software.2Ch for noN 
order Media Master directly from DG/Sy; We also h 
SmartKey2 and SmartPrint2 are still a wich are dj 
we anticipate no difficulty in obtaining td fora 
pears that neither version of these progra’ helpfy’:| 
work on the Executive. Despite several tell Basins 


Problems. If you have prouss 
Programs for your Executly,9 
plete package for a full aie 

SmartKey? is $89,95, Smarts}: 
Get both at the same time, thearies 
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As noted previously, C.1. Software has made thelr 
program HexPrintR® available to the membership. 
The price is $39.00. This program works with 
WordStar to give you full control over your dot ma- 
trix printer. 

In December, we reported the addition of the book 
on WordStar by Tony Bove and Cheryl Rhodes. This 
book is a must for anyone looking for assistance in 
using WordStar. The price of Pocket Guide te 
WordStar \s $7.25. 

One of the most popular items in the FOG inven- 
tory is the T-shirts with the FOG logo. These T-shirts 
are soft Osborne blue in color and are Hanes 100% 
cotton. They are cut large to allow for shrinkage. 
is available are small (34-36), medium (38-40), 


-members. Add $1.00 for shipping. 

ilable a set of two 9 Cassetie tapes 
Sorne user. Cre- 
the'tapes will be 
-step procedure 
y). to learn. The 
4 rev. Osborne 


‘aThe: set of 


ix to the 


Prices on the merchandise are as follows: 


SmartKey2 only ........ $89.95 
SmartPrint2 only ....... $49.95 
SmartKey2/SmartPrint2 $129.95 
CP/M Ext. Utility Pkg... $39.00 
Unprotect 
UNIFORM .. 
HexPrintR 


. $8. “ 

2 ‘tor $15.00 

WordStar Guide ......... $7.25 
Cassette Tapes ........ $25.00 


LIBRARY DIRECTORY .... $5.00 
6" X 4.5" fresnel screen enlarger 


To order any of these items, please send your pay- 
ment to FOG, P. 0. Box 3474, Daly City, CA, 94015- 
0474. Please include your membership-account 
number. If shipment cannot be made, your check will 
be returned. We cannot sell the manuals separately. 

See page two of this (or any) issue for information 
onordering back issues of the FOGHORN or copies of 
the disk library. You may combine payment for any 
of these items with the payment for back issues, li- 
brary disks, or membership fees. Doing so will save 
the staff considerable time. 


The First Osborne Group (FOG) has been formed as a User's Group for persons using or interested in portable computers and/or the CP/M disk operating system with 
related software. In June of 1984, there was nearly 12,000 members from around the world, Most attend meetings at over 300 locations. : aap, 

Computer systems owned or used by members include the Osborne 1 (single and double density), the Osborne Executive, all models of the Morrow Lena the Zor 
all models of the KayPro, the Micromate, the Lobo Max, and many others, Special interest groups being organized to augment a network of local group meetings include dBASE 
ll, ham radio, Personal Pearl, etc. 1a 

Dues in FOG are $24.00 per year. This entitles each member to a copy of the FOGHORN each month as well as access to the disk library and the RBBS-RCP/M. Local group 
meetings are open to the public without charge although access to the disk library is restricted to the membership. The FOG library contains only software copyrighted for the 
public domain. Piracy (the copying of proprietary software) is strongly condemned. er - 

In the United States, the FOGHORN is normally mailed by non-profit bulk mail. (FOG is a corporation in the state of California and has obtained its non-profit, tax exempt status 
from both the state and federal governments.) For those who live out of the U.S., or those who prefer first class delivery of their FOGHORN, additional postage must be added ty 
the annual dues. See the chart on page 2 for details. Page 2 also contains most membership information. 


eS Se Ee 


NAME: 
Company (if part of mailing address): 
DEVE Ss ea 


CITY: 


STATE; —_____———ZIPor MAIL CODE: —______ COUNTRY: 

HOME & WORK PHONES: 

MEMBER OF WHICH LOCAL GROUP? 
COMPUTER TYPE? 
MODEM TYPE? —______—S—SCSCSCSCSSSSSS«éRPRRINTER TYPE? 
INTERESTS? 


—_— see 


Send this completed application AND your payment to: FIRST OSBORNE GROUP 
P. 0. Box 3474 
Be sure to include any required postage surcharge. Daly City, CA 94015-0474 
Your membership card will be sent by 1st class mail. United States of America 
Phone: (415) 755-4140 
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FOGHORN 
P. 0. Box 3474 ; 
Daly City, Ca 94015-0474 meets 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA = 


PAID 
Daly City, CA 
TIME VALUE MATERIAL PermitNo.675 | 


Address Correction Requested 
Return Postage Guaranteed x tserd 

wcany key) 
all those 
_y those oft-5 


‘ Tn a letter ty 
vege to say “I LOVE Y°" 5 
¥define the back-slath we 
rene R H ‘ 


**T LOVE YOU!" 
*CTL-SHIFT R 


‘hp * 


; Dave Blair = y,, 
cNUE 


t 
+ . Pb ys 
: 2440 Léth Stren :* 
401 : San Francisco 9% 
t 
t 


(415)431-8372 dav. 
SARAH EEE EERE! 


woot. on page 79 
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